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6 Preface.

Spirit the understanding is enlightened and the will strengthened.
Thus a close connection exists between the different parts of this
Catechism. Each part is subdivided and arranged to form a
whole, so that the connection between and the coherence of all
the truths of religion are plainly apparent. This is a very impor-
tant point. For the more clearly we perceive the manner in which
the truths of religion are linked together, the easier will it be for
us to apprehend each one singly. The Catechism is a marvellously
connected system of revealed truth. If Catholics were thoroughly
acquainted in their childhood with the fundamental truths of /
religion ; if they were taught to see how all the different parts of
this divine edifice combine to form one beautcous structure, the
darts of hell would have no power to injure them.

2. The large print in this Catechism is the scaffolding, or skel-
eton ; it contains all the essential truths of religion. The small
print might, as a matter of fact, be omitted; but in that case there
would be nothing calculated to touch the heart and kindle the
flame of charity towards God and one’s neighbor, and is not this
the effect which every good hand-book of religion, every good ser-
mon, every good catechetical instruction onght to produce ? We
* already possess in abundance catechisms and religious manuals
which appeal only to the intellect ; books which do not aim at the
warmth of expression and the fervent, persuasive eloquence which
appeal to the heart, the force and vivifying power which affect the
will through the influence of the Holy Spirit.

3. This Catechism aims at cultivating, to an equal extent, all
the three powers of the soul : the understanding, the affections,
and the will. It does not therefore content itself with mere defini-
tions. The principal object proposed in it is not to teach men to
philosophize about religion, but to make them good Christians
who will delight in their faith. Consequently questions of
scholastic theology, doctrines debated among divines, are either
omitted altogether or merely receive a passing mention. The
author has endeavored to divest religious teaching of the appear-
ance of learning, and to present it in a popular and simple form.
Technical terms, in which almost all religious manuals abound,
even those intended for children, are carefully eliminated from his
pages since, while useful and necessary for seminarians and theo-
logians, they are out of place in a book intended for the laity.
Popular manuals of religion ought to he couched in plain and
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simple language, like that used by Our Lord and the apostles, easy
of comprehension ; for what we need is something that will touch
the heart and influence the will, not cram the mind with knowl-
edge unattractive to the reader. The present book is, moreover,
not an adaptation of catechisms already in use, but an original
work, intended for practical purposes. Attention may also be
called to the fact that the teaching of the Church is not presented
in a dry, abstract form, but is rendered attractive and interesting
by illustrations, comparisons, and quotations from well-known
writers. Thus there is no danger that it will be thrown aside as
unreadable. The extracts from the writings of the Fathers are
not always given verbatim, the idea alone being in many cases bor-
rowed, as a literal rendering of the language employed, beautiful
and forcible as it is, might prove rather misleading than edifying to
the young and unlearned. The same may be said of some passages
taken from Holy Scripture. What is of paramount importance in
a book of this nature is to make use of expressions that are clear
and intelligible. The writings of the Fathers are quoted mainly
to elucidate and illustrate, not to prove the truths that are enun-
ciated.

4. In preparing this Catechism for publication, the author has
kept in view his purpose of assisting the teacher. To this end he
has made it his endeavor to arrange his matter according to a clear
and methodical system ; to place his ideas in logical sequence, and
to clothe them in simple language composed of short sentences.
All the several branches of religious teaching—the Catechism,
Bible history, the liturgy, controversy, ecclesiastical history—have
been comprehended in one course of instruction, which has un-
questionably the effect of enhancing the interest and appealing to
the understanding as well as to the heart and the will. The old-
fashioned form of embodying the instruction to be given in ques-
tion and answer has not been followed. That form is not sufficient,
and needs further elaboration. Faith comes by hearing, not by
questioning only. A knowledge of all the truths of our holy
religion is mnot so wuniversal that they can be thoroughly
learned by question and answer : they must be regularly taught
by oral instruction. This form of teaching calls for the exer-
cise of more thought ; question and answer, moreover, do noth-
ing towards simplifying the truths to be imparted, or rendering
them more intelligible to the learner.
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5. The state of society and the spirit of the age have alsn been
taken into comsideration in the preparation of this book. The
writer has endeavored in the first place to combat the self-seeking,
pleasure-loving materialism of the day. This appears in the open-
ing part and also in the fact that the moral law is enlarged upon at
great length. It was not deemed sufficient merely to enumerate
the several virtues and vices—virtue is depicted in all its beauty
and excellence, vice in all its hideousness and malice—at the same
time the remedies for the different vices are added. Furthermore,
precepts of great importance, suited to the exigencies of the time,
far from being passed over, are elaborately explained. Under the
heading of the Third Commandment the obligation of work and
the Christian view of labor are treated, in accordance with the
directions of the Council of Trent. Under the Fourth Command-
ment our duty towards the Pope and the ruler of our country, the
duty of Catholics in regard to elections is expounded. Under the
Fifth Commandment the nature of human life and the sinfulness
of injuring one’s health for the sake of vanity or pleasure are
shown. Under the Tenth Commandment, a plain statement is
made of Socialistic and democratic principles ; and after this, the
proper use to be made of money and the duty of almsgiving are
set forth. Prominence is given to the works of mercy, which Our
Tord declares to be essential to salvation, and which are an ampli-
fication of the Decalogue; while under the occasions of sin, the evils
of the day, the exaggerated craving for excitement and pleasure,
love of dress, the desire to be fashionable, besides society papers,
objectionable plays, etc., are duly censured. Charity to God and
one’s neighbor, a virtue too rare in the present day, is treated at
some length, and a considerable space is also devoted to the consid-
eration of the Christian’s attitude in regard to affliction and pov-
erty, the duty of gratitude, the deceitful nature of earthly posses-
sions and earthly enjoyments, and the necessity of self-conquest.
Also in matters such as civil marriage, cremation, Catholic con-
gresses, Passion plays, ete., it cannot be alleged that this Catechism
is not fully up to date.

6. In its present form this Catechism is intended primarily for
the use of Priests and Catechists ; it will save them much time in
preparing their instructions, as they will find examples, compari-
sons, and explanations ready to hand. By abridging the small
print it will also serve as a school-catechism. When instructing

.
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beginners the Catechist must confine himself to the large print ;
it will be sufficient for children of moderate abilities to know and
understand that thoroughly. It is, and ever will be, the basis upon
which the whole structure of religious knowledge, raised by oral
instruction, will rest. In after years what is wanted will not be
so much an increase of theological knowledge, as a lucid explana-
tion of the truths already learned, and further proofs are added for
the sake of deepening religious conviction.

The small print may be considerably abridged for use in schools,
but it must not be left out altogether, as it will serve to recall to the
minds of the children the truths they have been taught. It con-
tains also many useful suggestions for the Catechist on subjects of
importance which must hold a place in his instructions. Moreover,
parents who go through the Catechism with their children at home
will be compelled to read the small print, and thus, with no effort
on their part, they will obtain a more intimate knowledge of
Christian doctrine.

It is most important in these days of unbelief that the school
should be the means of reviving a Christian spirit in the family.
Hence it is advisable that the Catechist should take the chief
points and the plan of his instruction from a book, and it should
not be left to each individual to propound what truths he pleases.
Besides, it is desirable that the catechumens themselves should have
the essential part of the instruction placed before them in black
and white ; for it is a known fact that what is not seen by the eye
is not long retained by the memory. If the impression received,
the feelings excited, the resolutions called forth are to be perma-
nent, they must be re-awakened by reading the Catechism. Thus the
Catechism becomes not merely a class-book, but a book of spiritual
reading, to be taken up again and re-read in after years. Hence
we see what a wide sphere of usefulness the books used in our
schools may have. Ought a book whose influence is so extensive,
which contains the most important of all teaching, present that
teaching in a dry, uninteresting form, or give a scanty outline,
the mere framework of the truths of religion ?

In publishing an English translation of this manual of Chris-
tian truth, it is hoped that it may find as hearty a welcome among
English-speaking nations as the original did in the author’s own
country. He ventures to hope that it may greatly promote the
glory of God and the salvation of souls. In order to secure the
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blessing of God upon his labors, he dedicated the work to the
Immaculate Mother of God ; and it cannot be doubted that the
blessings of the Most High rests upon it, for although at the out-
set it encountered formidable obstacles, it has since had an unex-
pectedly widespread and rapid circulation.



CONTENTS.

PAGE
PREFACE ....ucunoannnnnnuonnaancscaasss 45/ sisleln e sl sialaloluiale o lulale s o bke 5
INFAIIORE) 000606005060¢00306006 3066003608606 0666000000000 500006000 59
L. Prayers and Precepts of the Church...... 9606000000060000000030 59
1. The Sign of the Cross............. .. it 59
2. The Lord’s Prayer.................... 006600A00006000000A6 59
3. The Angelical Salutation.................................. 59
4. The Apostles’ Creed............coiiniiiiiiiiiinnineen .. 59
5. The Two Precepts of Charity............. ... il 60
6. The Ten Commandments of God.......................... 60
7. The Six Precepts of the Chureh........................... 60
II. Prayers which may be used Daily at Diferent Times.......... 61
o A (T gay g S ) P 8000 65 06080800686 066006 6666086866006 61
Do A WFe IS 660000 00060006666590060669900006600000600 0 61
3. An Act of Good Imtention ............ ... ... ... ...... 61
4. Grace before Meals.......... ..., 61
5. Grace after Meals................... 5606000066066 56 66660 61
6. Prayer for One’s Parents................. ... ... ... 62
* IIL. Prayers to be said at Different Times when the Church Bell
3 LBEMREl ©0000000000000600000000000000000a0000a0a0000a0a 62
1. The Angelus. ..ot 62
2. Prayer in Commemoration of Our Lord’s Passion, to be said
at Three O’clock on Fridays............ ..o, 62
3. Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory, to be said when the
Craprzdn 3331 58 MBI 00000000 0000000000000006000a00000 63
4. Prayers to be said when the Bell is rung at Mass........... 63
5. Prayer at the Offartory......... .. ... ..o ... 63
(ih 25 s (O EE@ENATI 115 660666 6666 066066566060 650 0006006300003 63
7. At the Commumion............vvevininnnreiienerannnecenns 64
IV. Devotions for Confession and Communion.................... 64
1. The Form for Confession.....................iiiiiiinn.. 64
2. Acts of the Three Theological Virtues..................... 64
8 A Agh @ CIaiit®in. 60 000 0660000066606000006600936000006 65
4. Renewal of Baptismal Vows......................coian 65
V. Devotions to the Holy Ghost...........co.oiiiiiiiiiiiian... 66
1. Prayer to the Holy Ghost.............. . ...l 66
2. Hymn to the Holy Ghost..............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiis, 66



12 Contents.

Wil Shresill Pz 0000 000000830600 06000lb0ad 5065 00T 500000800650
1. The Salve Regina. .covveieeiiurerenersnessencsasansononsns
o IS IGERGNED 66 0400686064 000a0 &b 000000069 d6 600000 36 oHGT
& 280e 187 IR 60 60 0 60 06,0 6000 00 00066000 06 0046 00 40 068G
4. Prayer to St. Joseph.......c.iitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeas
5. Prayer to Our Guardian Angel............. 500400000000000

GENERAL SURVEY..0eeencosconccocss

Tntroduction,

I. FOR WHAT END ARE WE ON THIS EARTH ?

We are upon this earth in order that we may glorify God, and so
win for ourselves eternal happiness.............................

II. HOW ARE WE TO ATTAIN TO ETERNAL HAPPINESS

We shall attain to eternal happiness by the following means:

1. We must strive to know God by means of faith in the truths He
has revealed to us.......... ... . . .,

. We must fulfil the will of God by keeping His commandments. ...

. We must, therefore, avail ourselves of the means of grace; of
which the chief are holy Mass, the sacraments and prayers......

(U

III. CAN WE ATTAIN PERFECT HAPPINESS ON EARTH?

1. Earthly goods, such as riches, honor, pleasure, cannot by them-
selves make us happy; for they cannot satisfy our soul; they
often only make life bitter, and invariably forsake us in death..

2. Only the Gospel of Christ is capable of giving us a partial happi-
ness on earth, for he who follows the teaching of Christ is certain

to have:peace it hisssoul. ... .....o.ceio i,
3. He who follows Christ will have to endure persecution; but these
persecutions can do him no harm................... ... ... ...
4. Hence perfect happiness is impossible on earth; for no man can
entirely avoid suffering.......ccooeeeievieeiiiiiiiiiiiil,

PART 1.

Faith.

I. THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

1. The happiness of the angels and saints consists in the knowledge
m1E) (610 Bl BB oin it o8 8io nlfye 0 6 6.0 00486 56 6.6 60 00 860l db do.0f 06 06 o o

-

73

74
4

75

75

76
76



Contents. 13
PAGE

2. The knowledge of God is all important, for without it there cannot
be any happiness on earth, or a well-ordered life................ 79

3. We arrive at a right knowledge of God through faith in the truths
which God has revealed................................... 80

II. DIVINE REVELATION.

God has in His mercy in the course of ages often revealed Himself to
men (Heb. i. 1, 2). .. oo i i e 80

III. THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL.

1. The truths revealed by God to men were by God’s command pro-
claimed to all nations of the earth by the Catholic Church, and

especially by means of the living word—that is, by preaching.... 83
2. The Catholic Church derives from Holy Seripture and from Tra-
dition the truths that God has revealed....................... 84

IV. HOLY SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION.

1. Holy Scripture or the Bible consists of seventy-two books, which
were written by men inspired by God, and under the guidance
and influence of the Holy Ghost. These seventy-two books are
recognized by the Church as “The Word of God.”.............. 84
2. The truths of divine revelation, which have not been written down
in the pages of Holy Scripture, but have been transmitted by
word of mouth, are called Tradition.................. 88

V. THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.

Christian faith is the firm convietion arrived at with the grace of

God, that all that Jesus Christ taught on earth is true, as well

as all that the Catholic Church teaches by the commission she has
received from Him............. ... ... ... o 900000 89

2. Faith is concerned with many things which we cannot perceive
with our senses and cannot grasp with our understanding....... 89

3. We act quite in accordance with reason when we believe, because

we trust ourselves to God’s truthfulness, and because we know

1

for certain that the truths of faith are revealed to us by God.... 90
4. The Christian faith comprises all the doctrines of the Catholic

N 50000006006 0800600000060000000090000 BB806 0 0 0 0 8of 6 e 85 6 o ¢ 91
5. Faith is a gift of God, since the power to believe can only be at-

tained through the grace of God............ ... L, 92
6. Faith is necessary to eternal salvation.................. 80000 93
7. Faith alone is not sufficient for salvation...... 0046 50 0000006036003 94

VI. THE MOTIVES OF FAITH.

1. The external motives which move us to believe are chiefly miracles
and prophecy.....coviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiinenens 5000650 a0 0a0a o 5150 95



14 Contents.

2.

3
4.
5
6

W

Miracles are such extraordinary works as cannot be performed
by the mere powers of nature, but are brought about by the in-
tervention of a higher power........... ... ... .. ... ool

. Miracles are wrought by almighty God only for His own glory,

and especially for the confirmation of true doctrine..............
In working miracles God usually makes use of the intervention
of man, sometimes even of wicked men........................

. Prophecies are clear and definite predictions of future events that

can be known to God alome.............c.iiiiiiiiiniinnnnnn.

. God for the most part entrusts the prophesying of future events to

His messengers, for the confirmation of the true faith or for the
[oEEii3 @& 000006006000000000000500.0000003600300060 6000003

VII. ON THE ABSENCE AND LOSS OF FAITH.

. Those who do not possess Christian faith are either: (1), Heretics,

@F | () il 0 90 46105 06600 9060666 906 6660 6066 6000000 6660 ¢aG

. Faith is for the most part lost either: (1), by indifference to the

doctrines of faith; (2), by wilful doubt respecting the truths of
faith; (3), by reading books or other literature that is hostile to
the faith; (4), by frequenting the assemblies of those who are
hostile to the faith; (5), by neglecting the practice of one’s re-
YN0 6.0 56 0 00:60 6600 0 0 06 00860060 KB E 663860606000 5 5000 09006 00D IO

. All men who through their own faunlt die without Christian

faith are by the just judgment of God sentenced to eternal per-
BTG 6000000000006000000000000010 000000000000060066000006060 0

VIII. ON THE DUTY OF CONFESSING OUR FAITH.

. God requires of us that we should make outward profession of our

SENIN 3 o 0906 31006 0 8000 do 5o HE 0608006800006 80468 800000 oo dbd

. Our Lord has promised eternal life to him who fearlessly makes

[ O ErE S ENNNE G0 J66 5660089000 0000 8300 JA88 0008086080

IX. THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.

. In making the sign of the cross we make profession of the most

important of all the mysteries of our holy religion ; viz., the doc-
trine of the Blessed Trinity and of the Incarnation of Our Lord
JEEE | (@) 566600 6.60 09000PE000 069066666008 86 866605806808 060

. By means of the sign of the cross we obtain a blessing from God;

and especially by it are we protected from the assaults of the
devil and from all dangers both to body and to soul............

X. THE APOSTLES’ CREED.

. The Apostles’ Creed contains in brief all that a Catholic must know

and believe

. The Apostles’ Creed may be divided into three several parts......
. The Apostles’ Creed may also be divided into twelve articles

PAGE

95
96
96
97

97

98

100

101

102
103

105

106



go o

— b
- =] o) - (=] (53

=
[ ]

1.
2.

3.
4.

. There is one God and one only................

. God is eternal, i.e., always was, is, and ever will be

Contents.

15

FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CREED: “I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE

FATHER ALMIGHTY.

1. THE EXISTENCE OF A SUPREME BEING.

. We can infer from the created world around us that there exists

£y CIIIEIE 230056 00006066060 6066600 6006666606300 6600000000000

. The existence of God is also proved from revelation.......... 5005

2. THE DiviNE ESSENCE.

. God is a self-existent Being, infinite in His perfections, glory, and

beatitude, the Creator and Ruler of the whole world

. We cannot see God, because He is a spirit, i.e., a being without

body, immortal, possessed of intellect and free will..............

3. THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES.

God is omnipresent, i.e., He is in every place....................
God is immutable, i.e., He ever remains the same..............
God is omniscient, i.e., He knows all things, the past, the present,
and the future, and also our inmost thoughts (Jer. xvii. 10)....

. God is supremely wise, i.e.,, He knows how to direct everything

for the best, in order to carry out His designs...................

. God is almighty, i.e., God can do all that He wills, and that by a

mere act of His will. .. ... ... i iiieeennns

. God is supremely good, i.e., He loves His creatures far more than

a father loves his children........... ... ... i,

. God is very patient, i.e.,, He leaves the sinner time for repent-

ance and a change of life. .......... ...,

. God is full of mercy and compassion, i.e., He very readily forgives

our sins when we are sincerely sorry for them..................

. God is infinitely holy, i.e., He loves good and hates all evil....... R
. God is infinitely just, i.e., He rewards all good and punishes all

evil deeds. .. ..iiutii i i i e e i it

. God is a God of perfect truth, i.e., all that He reveals to man is

(T30 610 00 0006 00006960 0006 00 GTB 0000060 00000000300000030 06 6600 000

. God is falthful, ie., He keeps His promises and carries out His

threats. .ooereeieeiacianrreenneacanenas 5006000

4, THE BLESSED TRINITY.

The Blessed Trinity is one God in three persons.............oo...
We cannot with our feeble understanding grasp the doctrine of
the Blessed Trinity, and it is therefore called a mystery.........
The nature, the attributes, and the works of the three persons of
the Blessed Trinity are common to all of them...................
The three divine persons are divided only in their origin..........

PAGE

109
111

112

113
114

114
117
117
119
120
121
123

124
125

125
127
127

128
128

129
180



16 Contents.

PAGE

(=]

. We are taught the mystery of the Blessed Trinity by Christ Him-

self, but it was partly known in the time of the Old Testament.. 181
6. The belief in the Blessed Trinity is expressed in the Apostles’ Creed,
in Baptism, and in the other sacraments, in all consecrations and
blessings, and in the feast of the Most Holy Trinity......... 0000 1381

5. HisTorRY OF CREATION,

1. In the beginning God created the spiritual and material universe.. 132
2. The material world was at the first without form, without inhab-

A ahtel SAtIN@Os U RN80 08 0 a0 0 000 00 06 666680 9660600038 00 8000 132
3. God gave to the material universe its present form in the course

@ 3% EB6 000 00000000006000009000000000860600000800009060000 133
4. On the seventh day God rested from all His work that He had

@B 6 0 db0 00009003 5000000000 50000000/000056060800d600806000000 134

FROM WHAT, AND FOR WHAT END, HAS GOD CREATED THE WORLD?

1. God made the world out of nothing, simply because it pleased Him

o) Gare 4} 248k M Ao 038 60 8.5 610 G0 6 i o B30 6 0 ALIRILE 5 0 50 00 6 0P 000 135
2. God was moved to make the world by His great goodness........ 136
3. The end of creation is necessarily to proclaim to men the glory o

God...... Q64608065 56,3906 030600006300 009P00d30000060 200000086C 136

6. DIVINE PROVIDENCE.

We call by the name of divine providence, God’s preservation and

governmentyof hepwonld b ook e ol Sl S L 137

1. God maintains the world, i.e., He preserves all creatures in exist-
ence as long as He wills..........oiiiiiiiiiiiinne, 137

2. God governs the world, i.e., He conducts all things in the world,
so that they contribute to His glory and to our advantage........ 137

3. For this reason a pious Christian should resign himself entirely
o G TAIHETEEE c 08 0o d 000000000000 088 0008886 060038900a05000 138

HOW ARE THE MISFORTUNES OF THE GOOD AND THE PROSPERITY OF
THE WICKED TO BE RECONCILED WITH THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD?

No sinner has true happiness, and his good fortune is only transitory.. 139

HOW IS SIN TO BE RECONCILED WITH THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD?

God is not responsible for sin............ 000070 G0 B0 I CoRe S, C 02 00 140

7. THE CHRISTIAN UNDER SUFFERING.

1. No one can attain to eternal salvation without suffering.......... 141
2. All suffering comes from God, and is a sign of His love and favor.. 141
3. God sends suffering to the sinner to bring him back into the

right way, and to save him from eternal death................. 142
4. God sends suffering to the just man to try him, whether he loves

God most oricreatures. .. ..k oL L L 143
5. Sufferings then are no real evil, but are benefits from the hand of

€1 5086006 4t o dlao b8 o000 o000 LR, o o 30 b A b AB o olon, 144

6. For this reason we should be patient under suffering, and should
resign ourselves to the will of God........... JoldBboboBodoodono ek Lk



DO k=

Contents.

8. THE ANGELS.

. The angeis are pure spirits........... ... 900 ¢
. All the angels whom God created were at the beginning in the

grace of God and well pleasing to Him. But many of the angels
sinned through pride, and were cast down by God into hell for-
ever (2 Pet. 11, 4) .. iun ittt ittt it

. The evil angels are our enemies; they envy us, seek to lead us to

sin, and can, with God’s permission, injure us in our bodies or in
@ SRy [0 6o dbooodbo 0 Boa000 0 62 00000 90 0EEAYE GICO 06000

. The angels who remained faithful to God behold the face of God

continually and sing His praises........ SRR 00 000000000

. The holy angels are also called guardian angels, because they watch

over us! (Heb 1. 14)/c ciujeiete s o oo oles oo e afelevisiale s oo slolle
9. Man.

The Creation of Man.

. God made the body of man out of the dust of the earth, and

breathed into him a living soul.............. ... .. ..o,

. The first human beings that God created were Adam and Eve....

10. THE SOUL OF MAN.

. The soul of man is made in the image of God, since it is a spirit

like t0 GOd. ..ottt ittt i ittt itenettenennncainnnans

. The soul of man is immortal, i.e., it can never cease to exist......

11. THE SUPERNATURAL ENDOWMENTS OF MAN.

. Our first parents were created in the grace of God, and therefore

possessed singular perfections of soul and body..................

. These special perfections of our first parents we call supernatural

gifts, because they are something altogether beyond, and were
added, to human nature.,,...... covevervecorssrsrrrrsrsencees

12. ORIGINAL SIN.

. God imposed on man in paradise a precept; He forbade him to eat

the fruit of one of the trees, which stood in the midst of the
Garden of Bden......c..oiutiiiiiiiiinirrnecnaaasstececaannns

. Man allowed himself to be led astray by the devil, and trans-

gressed the precept of his Creator................oooioviiiaen

. The transgression of the precept of God had disastrous conse-

quences; man lost sanctifying grace and all his supernatural
gifts, and also suffered injuries both in soul and body..........

. The sin of our first parents with all its evil consequences has

passed on to their descendants...................... 603900000C

¥

147

147
150
150

152
153

154
154

156

157

158

159
161



18

Contents.

SECOND TO SEVENTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED:
JESUS CHRIST.

1. THE REDEMPTION.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Our Redeemer, has freed us from the evil con-

LR EETS

GHPLEINET) @ @i 0000000900060 66606666 600600006000000 0000606000

2. THE PROMISE OF THE REDEEMER.

. Immediately after the Fall God promised man a Redeemer........
. Two thousand years later God promised to Abraham that the

Redeemer should be one of his descendants.....................

. At a later time God sent the prophets, and through their mouth

foretold many things about the coming, the birth, the person,
the sufferings, the death, and the final triumph and glory of the
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. Of the advent of the Messias..............ciiiiiiinnennnnnnn.

Of the person of the Messias............... ... ... L.
Of the sufferings of the Messias...........o.ooiiiiiiiiiii s
Of the glory of the Messias...........c..oiiiiiiiiiinneniinnnsn

. The Mesgias was announced through many types................

3. PREPARATION OF MANKIND FOR THE REDEEMER.

. God chose for Himself a special nation and prepared it for the

coming of a Redeemer; this chosen people was the seed of Abra-
ham, usually called by the name of Israelites or Jews............

. The other nations of the earth were prepared for the coming of

the Redeemer by contact with the chosen people, or by the in-
fluence of exceptionally gifted men or by other extraordinary
methods. ... ... . e e

. Before the arrival of the Redeemer God permitted that mankind

should experience the deepest misery in order to rouse it to a
longing for a Redeemer................... 9000000

4. Tue LIFE AND TIMES OF THE REDEEMER.

. The Redeemer lived some nineteen hundred years ago and remained

thirty-three years on the earth...............................

. The work of the Redeemer was confined for the most part to

Palestine ..............

5. JEsUS OF NAZARETH IS THE REDEEMER OR CHRIST.

. Jesus of Nazareth is the Redeemer because all the prophecies have

their fulfilment in Him.........coiiiiiiiieiiiiiinreecnnenns

. Jesus of Nazareth is the Messias because the kingdom founded by

Him on earth has been enduring.............. 560000g00d000a coo
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. Jesus Himself claimed the name of Redeemer....... 960000050000 0
. The angels announced Him as the Redeemer.......... teveceecas

6. THE LiFE oF CHRIST.
The Childhood of Christ.

o C{niilst was born of the Blessed Virgin Mary in a stable at Beth-
@AiEMNs060000006060005609006806800600600806009063003000860000000
. Christ spent the first years of His childhood in Egypt, and after
that lived at Nazareth till He was thirty..................

The Public Life of Christ.

. When Christ was thirty years old, He was baptized by John in the
Jordan (Matt. iii. 13), and fasted forty days in the desert, where
He was tempted by the devil (Matt. iv.)....................

. Christ taught for about three and a half years, gathered some
seventy-two disciples, and from these chose twelve apostles......

. Christ proved His divine mission and the truth of His doctrine
by many miracles, by His knowledge of all things, and by the
holiness of His life........... 00 56,6 8o © KOG G 00000

The Sufferings of Christ.

. On the Sunday preceding the feast of Easter Christ made a solemn
entry into Jerusalem, and taught in the Temple during the days
TIEEATR5 0000000000000000000000000000800605060006a00000000000C
. On Holy Thursday evening Christ ate the Pasch with His disciples,
instituted the Blessed Sacrament, and then went out to the
Mount of Olives, where He suffered His agony and bloody sweat..
. On Good Friday at noon Christ was nailed to the cross, on the
hill of Calvary, just outside Jerusalem, and died on the cross
ol WiRED @E®Rs 000000000000005000000006000500000000000900
. During Easter Saturday, that is, on the greatest feast day of the
Jews, Our Lord remained in the sepulchre......... ceasesanees

The Eczaltation of Christ.

. Immediately after the death of Christ His soul went down in
triumph into the place where the souls of those justified under
the Old Law were detained...............coooiiiiiiiiia..

. On Easter Sunday before sunrise Christ rose glorious from the
tomb by His own almighty power.............................

. Forty days after His resurrection Our Lord ascended into heaven
from the Mount of Olives and now sits at the right hand of God
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4. On the tenth day after His ascending into hedven Christ sent
down the Holy Ghost on the apostles..................... ceees 192

7. THE PERSON OF THE REDEEMER.

Jesus Christ, Our Redeemer, is the Son of God made man; hence He

is God Himself............. D P P ' -
The Incarnation of the Son of God.

1. The second divine person became man in the womb of the Blessed

Virgin Mary by the action of the Holy Ghost at the moment of
T DI D 00 0000000006500 90 000 0 06160,0560 00608000 0d66 000 193

2. The Father of Jesus is therefore God the Father in heaven;
Joseph, the spouse of Mary, is only the foster-father of Jesus.... 194

3. The Incarnation of the Son of God is a mystery which we cannot
understand, but only admire and honor........................ 194

4. The Incarnation of the Son of God was necessary to give perfect
satisfaction to the injured majesty of God...................... 195

5. The Second Person always remained God though He became man,
and by the Incarnation He lost none of His dignity............ 196

6. By the Incarnation of the Son of God all the members of the
human race have acquired a special dignity..... 000a0c go0ogokoe b

WHAT TRUTHS FOLLOW FROM THE MYSTERY OF THE REDEMPTION?

1. Christ is true God and true man; hence we call Him the God-
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2. In Christ there are two natures, human and divine, which, despite

their intimate union, are quite distinet........................ 197
3. In Christ there is only one person, and that person is divine...... 198

Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

1. Jesus Christ solemnly declared before the high priest that He was
the Son of God (Matt. xxvi. 64)......... . ..iiiiiiiiinnennn.. 200
2. God the Father called Jesus Christ His Son on the occasion of
His baptism.in the Jordan and of the transfiguration on Mount
Thabor (Matt. fii. 17; XVl 5).v.viriiiriiniirinienennnoneeens 200

Jesus Christ is God Himself.

1. That Jesus Christ is God we learn from His own words and from

those of HisiaPOBHIES . 1 iiie s ciieie e vuiunnui e ol ol mieas e LS 201
2. That Jesus Christ is God we conclude from His miracles and
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3. That Jesus Christ is God we conclude from the elevatlon of His
teaching and His character...................icoviiiiviiene. 202
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4. That Jesus Christ is God we conclude from the rapid spread of
1 95356 do'olo 00 08006 646k 6 oo 50060000 696400000

Jesus Christ is Our Lord.
We call Christ “ Our Lord ” because He is our Creator, Redeemer,
Lawgiver, Teacher, and Judge...........o.ooiiiiiiininnnana..
EIGHTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED: THE HOLY GHOST.

1. THE GRACE OF THE HOLY GHOST IS NECESSARY TO US.

1. The Holy Ghost is the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, and is
thereforedG o Himself o e el ep e o ake e oo o LR Re TRk
2. The Holy Ghost dispenses the graces which Christ merited by the

sacrifice of the cross......... ... ... .. i i
3. Hence the assistance of the Holy Ghost is absolutely necessary
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2. ActioN oF THE HoLy GHOST.
Actual Grace.

1. The Holy Ghost influences our lives by enlightening the mind
and strengthening the will. Such passing influence of the Holy
Spirit is called “actual grace ™. ....... .. ... ...

2. The action of the Holy Spirit sometimes makes itself perceptible
to the senses. QBT I .. .. .. it e

3. The Holy Ghost does not force us, but leaves us in perfect posses-
sionyoffoursfree SWallRe. =, L . LRI e e e

4. The Holy Ghost acts on every man: on the sinner as well as on

the just ; and more on Catholics than on non-Catholies and un-
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5. Actual graces are obtained by the performance of good works,
especially by prayer, fasting, and almsdeeds: and more especially by
the use of the means of grace provided by the Church, by hear-
ing of holy Mass, worthy reception of the Sacraments, and attend-
ance at SErmMONS. ... ..vvvvvneeneeieronaanns 5008006d6600000 ceee

Sanctifying Grace.

1. When the sinner co-operates with actual grace, the Holy Ghost
enters his soul, and confers on it a brightness and beauty which
claim the friendship of God. This indwelling beauty of the soul
is due to the presence of the Holy Spirit and is called *sanctify-
i,nggrace.”,,.... ............................... oot iCEA el
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2. Usually, however, the Holy Spirit makes His entry on the recep-
tion of the Sacraments of Baptism or Penance.................. 212

3. When the Holy Spirit enters into us He brings with Him a new
roaiairll 50 0000066 96000000000000000000009930006006 000000000 212

4. Sanctifying grace is secured and increased by doing good works,

and using the means of grace offered by the Church; it is lost by
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5. He who has not sanctifying grace is spiritually dead, and will
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6. No one knows for certain whether he have sanctifying grace or
will receive it at the hour of death..... 060000000 56000000 ceeeees 216

The Seven Gifts of the Holy Ghost and the Extraordinary Graces.

1. The Holy Ghost gives to all who have sanctifying grace the seven
gifts of the Holy Spirit, that is, the seven virtues of the soul, by
which it easily responds to His 11rrht and inspirations............ 216
2. The Holy Ghost gives to many grace% of a rarer kind, for instance
the gift of tongues, of miracles, of prophesy, of discernment of
spirits, of visions, of ecstasies, ete.............. .. ... L L Ll 218
3. The gifts of the Holy Spirit were conspicuous in a special degree
in Jesus Christ, His holy Mother, the apostles, the patriarchs and
the prophets of the Old Law, and all the saints of the Catholic
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The Holy Ghost as Guide of the Church.

The Holy Ghost maintains and guides the Catholic Church........ .. 29

3. APPARITIONS OF THE HoLy GHOST.

The Holy Ghost has appeared under the form of a dove, of fire, and
of tongues, to signify His office in the Church.................. 220

NINTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.
1. THE CATBOLIC CHURCH AND ITS INSTITUTION.

1. The Catholic Church is a visible institution founded by Christ, in

which men are trained for heaven............................. 221
2. The Church prepares man for heaven by carrying out the three-

fold office which Christ conferred upon her; the office of teacher,

of priest, and of shepherd.......... ... ... ..ol 222
3. The Lord and King of the Church is Christ..... BB Lo do B R A 222
4. The Catholic Church consists of a teaching and a hearing body;

to the former belong the Pope, blshops and pnests ; to the

latter the faithful...,............ 870069030000 500000008000 .o 228
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2. Tre HEAD oF THE CHURCH.
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1. Christ conferred on St. Peter the primacy over the apostles and the
faithful. .. ... e 223

2. St. Peter was Bishop of Rome for some twenty-five years, and died

Bishop of Rome; and the dignity and power of St. Peter
descended to the succeeding Bishops of Rome................... 224
3. The Bishop of Rome is called Pope or Holy Father............... 224

3. BissoPS, PRIESTS, THE FAITHFUL.

1. The bishops are the successors of the apostles......... 5000003000 236
2. The priests are the assistants of the bishops................... 228
3. A Catholic is one who has been baptized and professes himself to
be a member of the Catholic Church............ 50000000000 000 .. 228
4. FOUNDATION AND SPREAD OF THE CHURCH.
1. Christ laid the foundation of the Church when in the course of His
teaching He gathered a number of disciples and chose twelve of
these to preside over the rest and one to be Head of all......... 230
2. The Church first began its life on Pentecost, when some three
thousand people were baptized.............. . cociiiiiiiianan. 230

3. Soon after the descent of the Holy Ghost the apostles began to
preach the Gospel throughout the world, in accordance with the
commands of Christ, and founded Christian communities in many
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4. When the great persecutions broke out the Church spread more

rapidly over the earth............ . .. ... o il 231
5. In the Middle Ages nearly all the heathen nations began to enter
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6. In later times many nations of the newly-discovered countries
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7. At present the Catholic Church numbers about 260,000,000 mem-

bers.......... 0000000000000000008000000050006000000A00000000 234

5. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS INDESTRUCTIBLE AND INFALLIBLE.
Indestructibility of the Church.

The Catholic Church is indestructible, i.e., it will remain till the end of
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The Infallibility of the Church.

1. The Catholic Church is infallible in her teaching, i.e., the Holy
Spirit assists the Church in such a manner that she cannot err
in the preserving and announcing of revealed doctrine........... 237
2. The Church delivers her infallible decisions through general coun-
cils and through the Pope..................... L PR veseps 287
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8. The Church pronounces infallible judgments in the following

cases: on doctrines of faith and morals, and their meaning and

interpretation; on the Holy Scripture and Tradition and their
interpretation.....cooieiiiiiiiiiiiinieinen. 500000000060000 ce. 240

6. THE HIERARCHY OF THE CHURCH.

1. The ministers of the Church fall into three classes or aistinct
dignity and power, bishops, priests, and deacons................ 241
2. This hierarchy was in force in the time of the apostles............ 241
3. The episcopal and priestly office was instituted by Christ Him- 3
self; the diaconate by the apostles...............c..iiiivnan.. 242

4. Besides these three classes there are other degrees varying in their
powers; for example, Pope, cardinals, and archbishops.......... 242

7. NoTEs oF THE TRUE CHURCH.

1. The true Church is that one which is most persecuted by the world,
and which has received God’s seal in the form of miracles....... 242

2. The true Church is that one in which the successor of St. Peter is
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3. The true Church is known by the following four marks: she is
One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic....................... - 1

8. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ALONE GIVES SALVATION.

1. The Catholic Church alone gives salvation; i.e., the Catholic Church

alone possesses those means which lead to salvation; viz., the

doctrine of Christ, the means of salvation appointed by Christ, and
the teachers and guides of the Church established by Christ..... 245

2. Hence every man is bound to become a member of the Catholic
0 L 245

3. Whoever through his own fault remains outside the Church
will not be saved........ 050600000 28630006a000 000,000 5000u0A 06a0d 24¢

9. THE RELATIONS BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE.

J. The Church is, in its own department, absolutely independent of
the State, for Christ left the teaching and government of His
Church to the apostles and their successors, not to any temporal
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2. The Church is an essential factor in promoting the welfare of the
State, for she teaches obedience to authority, prevents many
crimes, incites men to noble endeavor, and unites together various
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3. The Church was from the earliest times the patron of true edu-
cation and culture...........cc.ciivinnn.. 6 0Bohn6b0hoeno0 880 ol 249
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10. THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

1. The communion of saints is the union and intercourse of Catholies
on earth, of the souls in purgatory, and of the saints in heaven.. .
2. Catholics on earth, the souls in purgatory, and the blessed in
heaven, are united with Christ, just as are the members of a body
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3. All the members of the communion of saints have a share in the
spiritual goods of the Catholic Church, and can help one another
by their prayers and other good works. The saints alone in
heaven have no need of help..............oo .o i i,

TENTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED: THE FORGIVENESS
OF SINS.
(See the Chapter on Sin.)

ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH ARTICLES OF THE CREED:
THE LAST THINGS.

1. DEATH.

1. At death the soul is separated from the body and enters the world
of spirits; the body decays and falls into dust..................
2. All men must die, because death is the consequence of original

2. THE PARTICULAR JUDGMENT.

1. Immediately after death follows the particular judgment........
2. After the particular judgment the souls of men go into hell, or
heaven, or purgatory............ 900000000 6000000000 500000000
3. HEAVEN.
Heaven is the abode of everlasting joy....... 3000 0600060000003C CO00T
4. HELL.
1. Hell is the abode of everlasting torment........................

2. The souls of those who die in mortal sin go to hell................
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5. PURGATORY.

PAGH

1. Purgatory is a place where the souls of those must suffer for a time

who, though dying without grave sin on their souls, have not
done complete penance for their offences against God........... 264

2. That there is a purgatory we learn from the teachings of Christ
and especially from the practice and doctrine of the Church..... 265

3. The faithful on earth can help the holy souls in purgatory by
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6. THE RESURRECTION OF THE Bopy.

Christ on the Last Day will raise the bodies of all men from the dead

and unite them to the soul forever............................. 268
7. THE GENERAL JUDGMENT.

1. Immediately after the resurrection the general judgment will take
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2. The Day of Judgment is unknown to us, though certain signs have
been revealed which are to berald its approach................. R78

CHRISTIAN HOPE.
1. THE ESSENCE oF CHRISTIAN HOPE.

Christian hope is the confident expectation of all those things which
Christ promised us with regard to the fulfilment of God’s will.... 274
1. As the reward of carrying out God’s will, Christ has promised us

eternal happiness and the means required for obtaining it....... 274
2. Christian hope is based on faith................... ... ......... 275
3. He only who carries out God’s will can hope for the good things

promised by Christ......... ... ... ... ..., 276
4. A wholesome fear of falling into sin must always accompany
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5. Christian hope is necessary for salvation......................... 277
6. Christian hope is a gift of God................................... 27

2. THE ADVANTAGE OF CHRISTIAN HoOPE.

1. He who hopes in God enjoys the special protection of God........ M
2. He who hopes in God can obtain everything from Him.......... 278
3. He who hopes in God is strengthened by God.................. 278
4. He who hopes in God is impelled to the performance of good

works and heroic aets.........- 588800 10 0 g A6 I 38 o QT D8 0 78



Contents. 27
3. THE OBJECT OF CHRISTIAN HOPE.
PAGE
1. The «Christian may not rely on his own powers, on his fellow-men,
nor on earthly things more than on God....................... 279
2. The Christian may not despair............... ... ooiiiiioa., 279
3. The Christian must never presume on his trust in God’s mercy.... 280
4. The Christian may never tempt God...................... ceees. 280
PART 1L
EH. The Commandments,
I. WHAT COMMANDMENTS (OR LAWS) HAS GOD GIVEN US?
1

. God has imprinted the natural law on the heart of every man;

this forms the fundamental rule of -human actions

. In addition to this natural law God gave to man solemn precepts,

more especially the Ten Commandments, and the two precepts
of charity. These are known as the revealed law

. Finally, God gives us commandments through His representatives

upon earth, through the ecclesiastical and secular authorities.
These laws are called ecclesiastical and civil laws

. From the knowledge of the law comes conscience; the conscious-

ness, that is, whether an act is permitted or prohibited by
the law

. God’s commandments do not deprive men in any way of true free-

dom

II. THE TWO COMMANDMENTS OF CHARITY.

. The most important commandments are the two commandments

of charity, that is to say, the love of God and the love of one’s
neighbor, for all the other commandments are comprised in them.

. Without the love of God and of our neighbor no man can be saved.

III. THE PRECEPT OF THE LOVE OF GOD.

- We ought to love God (1), because Christ commands this; (2),

because He is in Himself essentially the highest beauty and
sovereign perfection; (3), because He loves us and continually
bestows benefits upon us......... .. . ool

. Our love to God is chiefly manifested by thinking of Him con-

stantly, by avoiding whatever might separate us from Him, by
laboring to promote His glory, and willingly accepting all that
comes from His hand............ .. ..o oo

. We must love God with all our faculties, and above all things else

in the whole world. ... ... ..o it
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4. The love of God is of great advantage to us: through it we are
united to God here on earth, our minds are enlightened, our will
is strengthened, we obtain pardon of sin, peace of soul, manifold
proofs of God’s favor, and after death celestial joys............. 290
5. The merit of our good works and the degree of our future felicity
is in proportion to the magnitude of our love for God....... oo 201

IV. THE LOVE OF THE WORLD IS OPPOSED TO THE
LOVE OF GOD.

1. The love of the world consists in loving above all, money, or the
gratification of one’s appetite, or earthly honors, or anything
else in the world, instead of giving the first place to God...... 292
2. Through love of the world we incur the loss of sanctifying grace,
el Gl SEIGURZ 00000 000%06600000000000 56 06006ABE 006 Lo OB a 292

V. THE COMMANDMENT OF CHARITY TOWARDS OUR
NEIGHBOR.

1. We ought to love our neighbor because this is Christ’s command;
furthermore because he is a child of God, made after His image;
and also because we are all descended from the same parents,
and we are all called to attain eternal felicity................. 295
. The love of our neighbor shows itself in desiring the good of our
neighbor from our heart; in abstaining from injuring him, and

o

in doing him good......... ... it 295
3. We are commanded to love our neighbor as ourselves; but we
are by no means obliged to love him better than ourselves...... 296

4. All that we do to our neighbor, whether it be good or evil, we
do to Christ Himself, for He has said, “ What you did to one
of these My least brethren, ye did it to Me ” (Matt. xxv. 40).... 297

VI. LACK OF CHARITY TO ONES NEIGHBOR.

1. He who does not desire the good of his neighbor, but is envious

of him, does not possess the love of his neighbor............... 298
2. He does not love his neighbor who injures him, whether in regard

to his life, his innocence, his property, his honor, or his household. 300
3. Nor does he love his neighbor who performs no works of mercy... 300

VII. LOVE OF ONE’S FRIENDS.

Those are our friends whose principles are the same, and whose love
is mutual, and based on religion.......................... ee... 300

VIII. THE COMMANDMENT TO LOVE OUR ENEMY.

1. We ought to love our enemies because Christ commands it; He
says: ‘“Love your enemies, do good to them that hate vou,
pray for them that persecute and ecalumniate you” (Matt. v. 44). 303
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2. The love of our enemy is shown in this: that we do not revenge
ourselves on him, that we return good for evil, that we pray for
him, and forgive him willingly................... ... ... . 00

IX, THE LOVE OF ONE'S SELF.

The true love of one’s self shows itself herein, that we strive to
attain that which will procure our real happiness; first and
foremost our eternal felicity, and then such earthly things as
are conducive to the attainment of eternal felicity..............

X. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF GOD.

1. The Ten Commandments were given by God to the Jews on Mount
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2. We Christians are bound to observe the Ten Commandments of God,
both because God has imprinted them upon the human heart, and
because Christ laid them upon us anew in a more full and per-
o@E #0000 06006000 6600000050000 0000 00006500090 00680000000
3. The Ten Commandments of God are arranged in order...........
4. He who keeps all these commandments receives a great reward
from God on earth, and after death he may look forward to
eternal felicity as his portion............ ... .. .. .. ...l
5. Temporal and eternal chastisements await the man who grievously
violates a single one of these commandments........ B0000dk 36

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

In the First Commandment God enjoins upon us to worship Him,
and forbids idolatry and every false form of worship.............

1. THE ADORATION OR WORSHIP OF GOD.

1. The adoration we pay to God consists in this: That we acknowl-
edge both in our hearts and by our actions that ‘He is Our Lord,
and we are His creatures and His servants.....................

2. We worship God interiorly by acts of faith, hope, and charity. .

3. We adore God exteriorly by vocal prayer, sacrifice, genuﬂectlons
prostrations, folding of hands, striking the breast G000 8% 00¢

. We must pay supreme worship to God only, for He alone is the
sovereign Lord of heaven and of earth......... 000000C0600 5000600

2. IDOLATRY OR THE WORSHIP OoF FALSE Gobps.

1. Idolatry is the worship of a ereature which is regarded as a deity:
e.g., the sun, fire, amma]q, iRy @600 000000000000006 00006
2. Another form of idolatry is when a human being gives up his
whole self toa creature..........coeeiieeneenoasenieanaeaanaa.
3. The service of idols is high treason against the majesty of God,
and the most heinous of sins............. 50000000600 008 6BE00
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3. FooLisH OR PERVERTED WORSHIP.

1. Superstition, fortune-telling, spiritualism, and magic, are foolish
and irrational forms of worship...............................
2. This perverted form of worship is a grievous sin............... Ps do

SINS AGAINST THE FIRST COMMANDMENT.

We sin against the First Commandment by neglecting prayer, by
opposingreligion; ©tc.ch . criri tokil. SRR UL LR L

4. THE VENERATION OF SAINTS.

1. We honor the saints because they are the friends of God, princes
of the heavenly court, and benefactors to ourselves ; also be-
cause we obtain great graces from God through venerating them

2. We venerate *the saints if we entreat their intercession with God;
if we celebrate their feasts, reverence their images and their
relics; if we bear their name, claim their protection in matters
of importance, and praise them in word and song. The best
manner in which to venerate them is to imitate their virtues. ...

5. THE VENERATION OF THE MOTHER OF GoD.

We pay greater honor to Mary, the Mother of Christ, than to any
other saint............... 500990090600 00066000000060.600a00.0000 4
1. We hold Mary in such great veneration because she is the Mother
of God and our Mother.................................. B
2. Another reason why Mary is so highly honored throughout Christ-
endom is because God has exalted her above all men and angels. .
3. Finally, we entertain this great veneration for Mary, because her
intercession is more powerful with God than that of any other
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6. THE VENERATION OF IMAGES OF THE SAINTS.

1. We honor the images of the saints by giving them a place in our
dwellings; we say our prayers before them, we salute them re-
spectfully, we adorn them with offerings, we make pilgrimages
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2. Through venerating the images of the saints, efficacious and often-
times supernatural graces are obtained; they are also useful as
a means of avoiding distractions in prayer, and affording us a
SRR L ST BTG § 0864 3908008 37800 AaE 53050 5055008868 1060 o5

7. THE VENERATION OF RELICS.
1. We honor the relics of the saints by preserving them with rever-

ence, and visiting the spot where they are deposited............
2. We obtain many blessings from God by venerating relics........

8. THE EXTRAORDINARY WORSHIP OF GOD.

We can, moreover, honor God by taking an oath or by making a vow,
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The Oath.

1. To swear or take an oath is to call God to witness that one is
speaking the truth, or that one will keep a promise............

The Vow (Solemn Promise).

1. A vow is a promise voluntarily made to God to perform some good
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2. The most important vows are the religious vows, that is to say,
the solemn promise made voluntarily by persons entering a re-
ligious Order, to follow the evangelical counsels.................

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

We owe reverence to almighty God, because He is a Lord of infinite
majesty and of infinite bounty.............. ... ... .. .

1. In the Second Commandment, God commands us in the first place
to show due respect to His divine majesty. This we must do in

the following manner: We should call frequently upon the name

of God with true and heartfelt devotion, especially at the com-
mencement of all we do, and in time of trouble.................

2. We ought to show respect for all that appertains to divine worship;
more especially for the servants of God, for holy places, sacred
things, and religious ceremonies.............coooiiiiiiiiian.,

. We ought frequently to praise and magnify almighty God, on ac-
count of His infinite perfections and goodness, especially when He
reveals His perfections in a special manner, or confers a benefit
WD W 0600000600006000000060600000050036000000005005030000000

. Furthermore, God prohibits everything which is a_ violation of the
reverence due to His divine majesty, and in particular: Taking
the name of God in vain..............ooiii i,

. Swearing. By this is meant the use of holy names in a moment
of anger as an imprecation against certain persons or things....

. Indecorous behavior towards persons who are consecrated to the
service of God, holy places, sacred objects or actions.............

. Blasphemy. Of this sin those are guilty who revile God, His saints,
or speak contemptuously of objects connected with His worship. .

. Simony. This consists in selling spiritualities for money or the
equivalent of money.......... ...l
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THE THIRD COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

In the Third Commandment of the Decalogue God commands us to
sanctify the Sunday and to work six days in the week........

1. THE PRECEPT TO SANCTIFY SUNDAYS AND HOLYDAYS.

1. God commands us to sanctify the seventh day, because on the
seventh day He rested from the work of creation. .............
2, God commanded the Jews to keep holy the Sabbath day..........
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PAGE
3. Sunday was appointed by the apostles as the day of rest instead of
the Sabbath, because Christ rose from the dead on Sunday...... 348
4. We are bound on Sunday to abstain from servile work and to
assist at the public Mass; we ought moreover to employ this
day in providing for the salvation of our soul, that is to say by
approaching the Sacraments, by prayer, hearing sermons, reading
spiritual books, and performing works of merey................ 348

SINS AGAINST THE THIRD COMMANDMENT.

This commandment is transgressed by performing servile work, by
carelessness at public worship, ete........... ... .. .. ... .. 350

Motives for the Sanctification of Sunday.

God rewards those who keep holy His day, and its profanation is fre-
auEnily TS 06006000660 0006 66 566460 6003606800606 006000 351

2. THE PRECEPT OF LABOR.

1. The obligation to work was laid upon mankind by God after the
Fall as a penance. .. .......coouteiiiiiiinnnnrennennnnnenn.n 353

2. Every individual who can work is bound to work. St. Paul says:

“If any man will not work, neither let him eat” (2 Thess. iii.
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3. Every man is bound primarily to perform the work appertaining

to his calling or station............... ... ... ... .. L 353
4. We must not forget God in what we do; before and during our

work we should implore His aid and renew our intention...... 354

5. Labor obtains a temporal and an eternal recompense, because it
is a kind of divine worship. The temporal recompense is con-
tentment and earthly happiness...... 8005 0000006000600000 0000 355

THE RELAXATIONS PERMITTED TO THE CHRISTIAN.

It is lawful to seek relaxation, but one must not overdo it........... 356

THE SIX COMMANDMENTS OF THE CHURCH.

1. The six precepts of the Church are an amplification of the Third
Commandment of the Decalogue..................ovievnnn... 357
2. We are under a rigorous obligation to keep the commandments of
the Church, for disobedience to the Church is disobedience to

1. TEE FirsT COMMANDMENT OF THE CHURCH: THE OBSERVANCE
OF SUNDAYS AND HOLYDAYS.

1. In the first commandment of the Church the solemn observance

of the holydays is enjoined upon us. There are seven festivals

of Our Lord, five of Our Lady, and three of the saints.......... 358
2. The holydays of obligation ought to be kept in the same manner

as the Sundays; we must abstain from servile work and assist
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The Ecclesiastical Year.

1. The ecclesiastical year is an annual commemoration and repre-
sentation of the life of Christ, and of the time before and after
15613 [30AN0 o 56 6 066 30006 0 6 66000 85800000008 808 50a 06088808005 056 o0«

4. The ecclesiastical year begins upon the first Sunday in Advent.
Its three principal feasts are Christmas, when the birth of Christ
is celebrated; Kaster, the day of His resurrection; and Pente-
cost, when the coming of the Holy Spirit is commemorated. .. ...

3. The aspect of nature corresponds-to the three principal festivals. .

2. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT OF THE CHURCH.

By the second commandment of the Church the precept of fasting is
Tl TP W 08010 500 0 0/6 0 806000600 009008 6 0560 6685 00 0 A6 8 65606

in the second commandment of the Church we are ordered to abstain
on all Fridays of the year; to fast during the forty days of Lent,

on the Ember days, and on the vigils of certain feasts...........

1. We are forbidden to eat meat on Friday, because on that day Our
Lord died for us........ ... ... . i i
During the forty days of Lent only one full meal is to be taken, as
a partial imitation of Our Lord’s fast of forty days, and as a
suitable preparation for celebrating the festival of Easter......
We ought to keep the fast of the Ember days strictly, in order to
implore almighty God to send us good priests, and to thank
Him for the benefits received during the past quarter..........
We are alsc bound to fast on the vigils of certain feasts, in order
the better to prepare ourselves for celebrating those feasts......
It is by no means the desire of the Church that we should fast to
the injury of our health, or that we should thereby be hindered
from performing the duties of our station.....................
6. Fasting is beneficial both for the soul and the body..............

£2

59

o e

3. THE THIRD AND FoURTH COMMANDMENTS OF THE CHURCH.

1. In the third and fourth commandments the Church enjoins upon
us the duty of approaching the Sacrament of Penance and re-
ceiving holy communion at Easter..............o.ooooiiiiiil

4. TeE FirTH COMMANDMENT OF THE CHURCH.

By the fifth commandment of the Church we are bound to contribute
to the support of our pastors............. ...l

5. TuE SiXTH COMMANDMENT OF THE CHURCH.

in the sixth commandment marriage with non-Catholics is forbidden,
also the marriage of those who are related within the fourth de-
gree of kindred. Marriames are not solemnized during fixed
seasons. These penitential times are from the beginning of Advent
until the Epiphany, and from Ash Wednesday until Low Sunday..
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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

PAGE

In the Fourth Commandment God enjoins upon us to honor His repre-

sentatives upon earth, that is to say, our parents, and both the
ecclesiastical and secular authorities.......................... 368

1. Our DurY TOWARDS OUR PARENTS.

1. Our parents are to be honored, because they are God’s representa-
tives and our greatest benefactors............... ... ... L 368

2. We ought to honor our parents by respectful behavior, love, and
obedience. .. ..o e 369

3. Our duty is the same in regard to those who are in authority

over us, as it is to our parents; our teachers and governors,
masters and employers, and our elders in general............... 3N

Transgressions of the Fourth Commandment.

1. He transgresses the Fourth Commandment of God who is dis-

respectful towards his parents; who behaves rudely to them,
is ashamed of them, ete...... ... ... ... . . it 371

How does God Reward the Observance of the Fourth Commandment?

i. God promises long life, happiness, and blessings upon earth to

children who honor their parents................. .. ... .. ... 372
2. God threatens to send upon those who do not honor their parents
shame upon earth, a miserable end, everlasting damnation....... 372

2. OUur DUTY TOWARDS THOSE IN AUTHORITY.

1. God has appointed two powers, the spiritual and the secular, for
the direction of human society. To the spiritual power He has
committed the guidance of souls, to the secular the mainte-
nance of peace and order........... ..ottt iiiiae., 373
. The highest spiritual authority was given by God to the Pope,
the highest secular authority to the monarch of the land; in
most countries the people have a share in the secular govern-
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3. Our duties towards Pope and king are similar to our duties towards
God, for they are both His representatives...................... 374

4. He who grossly offends against either the ecclesiastical or secular
authorities, has to expect the severe chastisement of God on
earth, and punishment in the world to come................... 3

3. THE DUTIES OF THOSE WHO ARE IN AUTHORITY.

No Christian should strive for a position he is not competent to fill.. 378

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

In the Fifth Commandment almighty God forbids us to destroy our
own life, or that of our neighbor, or to treat the lower animals
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1. Our DuTY IN RESPECT TO OUR OWN LIFE.

1. Our bodv was created by God as an abode for our immortal soul.
2. Since the life ana nealth of the body are of great importance for
the life of th2 soul, and for our eternal salvation, we are bound
to take precautions for the preservation of our health and of
@UEP 1855 60 000005605660 600000666 260040 0aa00 0000600 0066000000006
3. ¥Yurthermore we are under a strict obligation to do nothing that
tends to destroy health or life. Consequently it is a sin to rashly
hazaliqfone’s life, wantonly to injure one’s health, or to take one’s
own life. .. ... e

2. Our DuTy IN¥ REGARD TO THE LIFE OF OUR NEIGHBOR.

A strict obligation is laid upon us to avoid everything that may
destroy the health or life of our neighbor......................
1. Accordingly it is sinful to wish ill to one’s neighbor, to injure his
health, to challenge him or accept a duel, or to put him to death
unjustly and willingly........... ... i
2. He commits a still greater sin who destroys the spiritual life of his
neighbor, either by tempting him to evil or by giving scandal. ..
3. It is, however, lawful to wound or even to kill our fellow-man if
he threatens to taks our life by violence, or anything that is
absolutely indispensable to our life, and we have no other means
of defence. This is called the right of self-defence..............
4. He who has wrongfully injured his neighbor either physically or
spiritually, is bound to repair the harm done to the utmost of his

3. Our ConpUCT IN REGARD TO THE LOWER ANIMALS.

In our relations to animals it is our duty to care for their well-being,
to refrain from tormenting them, not to kill any useful animal
without a special reason, and finally not to treat them with
exaggerated tendermess............ ...l

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

1. In the Sixth Commandment almighty God prohibits everything
that might stain our own purity or that of our neighbor........
2. Sins against the Sixth Commandment of God are for the most part
very grievous in God’s sight and accordingly are severely pun-
ished by Him......ovoueniiiiinnnicioinuiniiiiiiniieiiaine,

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

1. In the Seventh Commandment almighty God forbids us to wrong
our neighbor in his goods and property........................

1. THE RIGHT OF POSSESSION.

1. Earthly goods are necessary to man’s subsistence, such as food,
clothes, a dwelling-place, money, ete.........................
2. Personal property is justly obtained when it is either acquired by
Tabor or by gift.....covveneneniiiiiiiii
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Sins against the Seventh Commandment.

The Seventh Commandment expressly forbids: theft, robbery, cheat-
ing, usury, injuring the property of another, detention of goods
that have been found or lent, and the non-payment of debts......

1. We are in danger of committing mortal sin if we take from our
neighbor as much as he requiies to support him one day in a
manner suitable to his position........... ... ... ... o L.,

2. RESTITUTION OR SATISFACTION.

1. He who has purloined from his neighbor or wronged him in his
property, is under a strict obligation to restore the stolen goods
or make compensation for the damage done (Lev. vi. 1-5).......
2. If any one has unwittingly got stolen goods in his possession, he
is bound to give them up to the rightful owner, as soon as he
becomes aware that they were stolen..........................
3. He who refuses either to give up the stolen property or to com-
pensate for the loss sustained, will not obtain pardon of his sins
from God nor absolution from the priest.....................

WHAT ARE THE REASONS WHICH OUGHT TO DETER US FROM
TRANSGRESSING THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT ?

People who wrong their neighbor in his property generally come to
shame and poverty, often die unrepentant, and are in danger of
SRS CEMIEiAONG6 660660000 06006 306 0 08 A0 B0 0ACA0 308 04 680 80 J

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.

In the Eighth Commandment God forbids us to detract from our
neighbor’s honor, or bear false witness of any kind..............

1. THE PROHIBITION AGAINST INJURING OUR NEIGHBOR IN HIS
HoNoR.

1. A good reputation is a precious possession, for it enables us to
gain riches for time and for eternity................ ... .. ...

. Above all we ought to strive to acquire a good name among men,
and for that reason we ought to let our good works be known,
and we ought to defend our character if it be aspersed to any
IR GRERs 9.0190 6 00,0/ 01065 08 0603000666 36 6BBHG6 6 886066 60063000 0

3. Furthermore, we ought to refrain from everything that may wound
our neighbor’s honor: thus suspicion, detraction, slander, and
abuse are forbidden, also listening with pleasure when our neigh-

bor is spoken against......... .. .. il

4. He who has injured his neighbor’s reputation is strictly bound to
restore his good name; either by apologizing, if the offence was
committed in private, or by publicly retracting his words, if they
were spoken before others...................coiiiiiiiiiiiiin,

. Those who do not endeavor to repair the harm they have done
by slandering their neighbor, cannot obtain pardon from God,
nor absolution from the priest............ccciiiiiiiiieiiiiaae,
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WHAT ARE THE REASONS WHICH SHOULD D ITER US FROM INJURING
‘ OUR NEIGHBOR'S GOOD NAME?

PAGE
1. He who is severe in his judgment of his neighbor, will in his -turn
be judged severely by God............ ... ... i, 406
2. THE COMMAND AGAINST UNTRUTHFULNESS.
God is truth itself; consequently He forbids every kind of falsehood,
especially lying, hypocrisy, and flattery..................... ... 407

WHAT ARE THE REASONS WHICH SHOULD MAKE US REFRAIN FROM
UNTRUTHI'ULNESS ?

1. The liar is like the devil and displeasing to God.................. 409

2. The pernicious habit of lying leads a man into mortal sin and to
eternal perdition........ .. .. ... o i i, 410

3. Whoso is really upright is like almighty God, is pleasing in His
sight, and is esteemed by his fellow-men...................... 411

3. THE MEANS OF PREVENTING SINS OF THE TONGUE.

Sins of the tongue are avoided by checking talkativeness and being
guarded in speech........... ... i 412

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.
(See Sixth Commandment.)

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT OF GOD.
In the Tenth Commandment God forbids us to endeavor to possess
ourselves of the property of another by unlawful means........ 413

1. SociarisMm.

1. In our own day a large proportion of the so-called Socialists or
social democrats aim at depriving their fellow-men of their pri-

vate property by unjust means................ ... ... ...l 414
2. All who endeavor by unlawful means to deprive their neighbor of
his personal property, live in a state of mortal sin.............. 417

XI. THE WORKS OF MERCY.

1. THE VALUE OF EARTHLY GooDS AND THE USE TO BE MADE OF
THEM.

1. Earthly riches do not of themselves make us better in God’s sight. . 418
2. Earthly goods have their value, however, because with them we

can' earn eternal’ felicity. ... ..o . 00 oL oun e 418
3. God is the Lord of all earthly riches; we are only His stewards.. 418

2. THE PRECEPT TO PERFORM WORKS OF MERCY.

1. Christ has strietly enjoined upon us to assist our neighbor who
is in need with our earthly goods; for He will only grant ever-
lasting happiness to those who have helped their fellow-men who
were in need................. 05060000600300000000090000660000 419
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2. The assistance we give to the needy, of whatever nature it may
be, is an alms, or work of merey........ ... ... ... L.l
3. The works of mercy are either spiritual or corporal, according as
the necessities we relieve are spiritual or corporal..............

3. THE SEVERAL WORKS OF MERCY.

1. The corporal works of mercy are: (1), To feed the hungry; (2),
To give drink to the thirsty; (3), To clothe the naked; (4),
To harbor the stranger; (5) To visit the sick; (6) To ransom
the captive; (7), To bury the dead............................
2. The spiritual works of mercy are: (1), To instruct the ignorant;
(2), To counsel the doubtful; (3), To admonish sinners; (4),
To bear wrongs patiently; (5), To forgive offences willingly;
(6), To comfort the afflicted; (7), To pray for the living and the
8l 06 60600650000000600060000065060006a0000000006500000000 800

4, IN WHAT SPIRIT SHOULD THE WORKS OF MERCY BE
PERFORMED?

We ought not to do good to our neighbor in order to be seen and
praised by men ...... ... i e i,

5. OF WHAT BENEFIT ARE THE WORKS OF MERCY TO US?

1. Almsgiving obtains for us the remission of our sins; that is to
say, the sinner obtains the grace of repentance, while the just
man receives the pardon of venial sin, and the remission of the
temporal penalty...... ... .. i e

2. By almsgiving we obtain an eternal recompense, provided that at
the time we are in a state of grace.............................

3. Almsgiving brings down upon us temporal blessings; God in-
creases our means and gives us bodily health...................

XI1I. THE DUTY OF GRATITUDE.

1. For every act of mercy done to us, we are bound to render thanks,
first to God and then to our benefactor; for God requires of us
that we should be grateful for the benefits we receive...........

2. By our gratitude we obtain fresh favors, whereas ingratitude brings
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XIII. THE POVERTY OF THE CHRISTIAN.

Poverty is no disgrace in God’s sight; the poor are beloved by God
and save their souls more easily............. ... il

B. Good Thorks, Virtue, Sin, Vice.

I. GOOD WORKS.

1. The name of good works is given to such voluntary actions on the
part of man as are in conformity with the will of God, are per-
formed for the love of God, and consequently will be rewarded
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2. The good works most pleasing in God’s sight are these: Prayer,
fasting, and almsdeeds............coiiiuiiiiiiniiernennns forur opers

PAGE
420
420

421

422

425

427
428
428

429
430

431

434



Contents.

. Even the most trifling works are pleasing to God if they are done
with the intention of promoting His glory............ .........
. Good works are necessary to salvation........................ ...
. Through good works the sinner obtains the actual graces which
are necessary for his conversion; the just man obtains an in-
crease of sanctifying grace, eternal felicity, and the remission
of the temporal penalty of sin; furthermore his prayers are heard,

and sometimes earthly blessings are bestowed on him...... 5006
. We can apply to others, either to the living or to the dead, th
merit of our good works................... 000000600 B8E 08000

II. VIRTUE.

. Virtue consists in proficiency in the practice of good works, and
the tendency of the will towards what is good, resulting from
Persevering exerciSe..............eiiiiinieiiiiintiia.,
- It is only perfect virtue, i.e., those acts of virtue which are per-
formed for the glory of God, which will be rewarded after death..
. Virtue can only be acquired and increased by dint of struggle
and self-conquest; for many obstacles have to be encountered,
inward hindrances, the evil proclivities of the human heart, and
outward hindrances, the contempt and persecution of men......
. Virtue procures for us real happiness both in time and in eternity..

THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF CHRISTIAN VIRTUE,

. The virtues that unite our soul to God are the three theological

virtues: Faith, Hope, and Charity............................
. Those virtues which have the effect of bringing our actions into
conformity with the moral law, are called moral virtues. These
we gain for ourselves by our own exertions and the assistance
of divine grace, after we have received sanctifying grace........
. The principal moral virtues are the seven capital virtues: Hu-
mility, obedience, meekness, liberality, temperance, chastity, dili-
gence in what is good........... ... . . i i i,
. All the moral virtues proceed from the four cardlnal virtues:
Prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude (Wisd. viii. 7)......
. All perfect virtues spring from the love of God and are inseparably
united together by that same love (1 Cor. xiii.).............outn
. The greatest and noblest of all the virtues is charity............
. The virtues can always be increased............................
. All perfect virtue is lost immediately upon falling into mortal sin,
for thereby the love of God is lost, without which there can be no
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III. SIN.

. He who wittingly and willingly transgresses one of God’s com-
mandments is guilty of sin........ .. ... . il
. Sin is in its essence an unlawful turning towards the creature and

ety owayy jian C@koo00060000600000006060006000060600 006

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SIN,

In the development of sin temptation first arises, then comes the
resolutions to commit sin; after that, if opportunity offers, the
exterior act is committed®™ ........... ... .. i ooiiidiaan
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Tar KiNDS oF SIN.

There are different kinds of sin.

1

Sins are generally divided into sins of word, of thought, and of
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2. A distinction also exists between our own sins, and the sms in

which we co-operate..... ...t

THE COMPARATIVE MAGNITUDE OF SIN.

. All sins are not equally great................cc i,
. Many sins are so great that they separate us entirely from God,

and deprive us of His friendship; they are called mortal or deadly
sins. Sins of lesser moment are called venial sins......... ceven

. He commits a mortal sin who consciously and of his own free

will does grievous dishonor to God, or wrong to his neighbor in
a weighty matter; who does injury to his own life, or to the life,
the property, or the reputation of his neighbor.................

. He commits a venial sin who only injures something of trifling

consequence, or who, though he injures something of great im-
portance, injures it very slightly, or does so almost unconsciously
and to some extent unwittingly.. ......... ... ... . ...

. All mortal sins are not of equal magnitude, nor are all venial

sins of the same importance. The most heinous sins are the
sins against the Holy Ghost, and those that cry to heaven for
VIS B oldo ao.ab'oldas alooalbado8aoos b 00686800650 800 - 8k 5o 96 0o o

. He commits a sin against the Holy Ghost who persistently and

wilfully resists the action of the Holy Ghost..................

. Sins that ery to heaven for vengeance are sins of great malice.

They are: Wilful murder, oppression of the poor, defrauding
laborers of their wages, and the sin of Sodom.................

. A distinction must be made between venial sins and imperfections.

Imperfections are faults which are due not to a bad will, but to
LNTEDETRY_ 19828870 0 060 0 0 00 0 00066 6000006060660 00900380006 00 0608,

THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN,

. Mortal sin deprives a man of sanctifying grace, and delivers him

intolithedpower: of itheydevilors SRRt S oL s - e el o

. Mortal sin brings down upon the sinner both eternal damnation

and temporal chastisement................ciiiiiiiiiieiinan 060

THE CONSEQUENCES OF VENIAL SIN.

. Venial sin gradually leads to mortal sin, and eventuates in the

loss of sanetifying grace................ ... ... . oo,

. There are temporal penalties due to venial sin, and these will

come down upon us either on earth or after death in purgatory..

IV. VICE.

. Vice is proficiency in the practice of evil, and the confirmed tend-

ency of the will towards evil which is acquired by habitual sin.

. Habitual sin makes a man supremely unhappy, because it deprives

him completely of sanctifying grace, subjects him entirely to
the dominion of the devil, and brings down on him many tem-
poral judgments as well as eternal damnation..................
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. The most ordinary sins are the seven capital sins: Pride, dis-

obedience, anger, avarice, intemperance in eating and drinking,
unchastity, sloth.. ..... ... .. i

V. THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN.

. There is no man upon earth without sin; consequently there is

none who does not need the forgiveness of sin

. We can obtain forgiveness of sin, because Christ merited it for

us by the death of the cross; and because He gave power to
forgive sins to His apostles and their successors................

. Mortal sin is remitted y Baptism and penance; venial sin, and

the temporal penalties due to it, by good works done in a state
of grace. These good works are: Prayer, fasting, almsgiving,
hearing holy Mass, receiving holy communion, use of the sacra-
mentals, gaining indulgences, forgiving offences.................

. There is no sin too great for God to forgive here below, if it be

sincerely repented of and humbly confessed...................

VI. TEMPTATION.

. Temptation is the action of the evil spirit upon our soul, in order

to induce us to sin; he excites within us the concupiscence of
the flesh, the concupiscence of the eyes, or the pride of life.......

. God allows us to be tempted out of mercy, and for the good of

OUT SOUIS.. ottt et et e et e et e et

. We ought to protect ourselves from temptation by assiduous work,

by keeping our thoughts fixed upon God, and by continual self-
EEIEERB50 0 506008 0065060000000035600a00660000006030060096000000

. When we are tempted we ought to betake ourselves immediately to

prayer, or think of our last end or of the evil consequences
@ ERp 6606006000000 00006 a0g000000G 0053 0030.00.00000000008000000

VII. OCCASIONS OF SIN.

. By occasions of sin are meant such places, persons, or things,

which as a rule are the means of leading us into sin, if we go in
quest of them....... ... ... il

. To expose one’s self heedlessly to an occasion of sin, is in itself

a sin; it entails the loss of divine grace and leads to mortal sin.

. He who finds himself in circumstances which are an occasion of

sin to him, and does not instantly leave them, although it is
in his power to do so, commits a sin; he will be deprived of the
assistance of divine grace and will fall into mortal sin..........

. He who refuses to give up what is to him an occasion of sin, can-

not expect to obtain pardon of sin here, or eternal salvation here-
Y 17 ) o R R R

. The most common and the most dangerous occasions of sin are:

Liquor saloons, dancing saloons, bad theatres, bad periodicals
and bad MOVelS. ..o vt
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VIII. THE SEVEN PRINCIPAL VIRTUES AND THE SEVEN

PRINCIPAL VICES.
1. HuMILITY.

. The humble man is he who acknmowledges his own mnothingness

and the nothingness of all earthly things, and comports himself
in accordance with this conviction....... 50000606586680000000
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. Christ gave us in Himself the grandest example of humility, for
He, being the Son of God, took the form of a servant, chose to
live in great lowliness, was most condescending in His inter-
course with men, and finally, voluntarily endured the ignomini-
ous death of the Cross........ ...ttt iiinieinnann.

. Humility leads to greater sanctity, to exaltation, and to ever-
IEETYE DA 0 6050000 006B09/50 A6 093 66 00GE 06 5060 AT0LH0 90000

2. THE OpPPOSITE oF HUMILITY: PRIDE.

. He is proud who overestimates his own worth, or the value of

his earthly possessions and shows openly that he does so........

. Pride leads to all manner of vices, to degradation here, and eternal

damnation hereafter; it also destroys the value of all our good

3. OBEDIENCE.

. Obedience consists in being ready to fulfil the behest of one’s

FUREIBF0 06 00006 06600060600600600000.400000000600660a0 000 OO 000 &

. Obedience is the most difficult and at the same time the most ex-

cellent of all the moral virtues (St. Thomas Aquinas)

. By our obedience we accomplish the will of God most surely, and

we attain certainly and quickly to a high degree of perfection. ..

4. DISOBEDIENCE.

. Disobedience consists in not fulfilling the commands of one’s su-

1T, 5o BEAEE .+ St008 JE D o0 0000 G0t 40000 00 0nE B e b aaa00 080

. Disobedience brings temporal misfortune and eternal misery upon

5. PATIENCE, MEEKNESS, PEACEABLENESS.

Patience.

. Patience consists in preserving one’s serenity of mind amid all the

contrarieties of this life, for the love of God....................
. Patience produces many virtues and leads to salvation...........

Meekness.

. Meekness consists in showing for the love of God, no irritation
WheniWron g RiSKd onre ISyl o R e Lo k=L o

. By meekness we gain power over our fellow-men, we attain peace
of mind, and eternal salvation..................inn. 0008c
Peaccableness.

. Peaceableness consists in willingly making a sacrifice for the sake
of remaining at peace with one’s neighbor or reconciling one’s
RO BN IEE 5600 00 0 56006500 GB600660060006A3 0660606606 6000000

. Peacemakers enjoy the special protection of God and receive a
hundredfold as the reward of all that they give up for the sake
of PEACE. ... pipenarans 58 S 10T ey Wl ot A B3 BB 00 h B BT LR E
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6. THE OPPOSITE OoF MEEKNESS: WRATH.

. Wrath consists in exciting one’s self about something at which
one is displeased......... ... ... .. i,
. Those who indulge anger injure their health, temporarily lose the
use of reason, make themselves hated, and incur the danger of
losing eternal salvation

7. LIBERALITY.

. Liberality consists in being ready and willing, for the love of God,
to give pecuniary assistance to those who are in need..........
. By liberality we obtain forgiveness of sin and eternal reward,
and temporal blessings, besides a speedy answer to prayer and
the friendship of our fellow-men

8. THE OPPOSITE OF LIBERALITY: AVARICE.

. Avarice consists in an inordinate craving for riches, which makes
a man not only strive after them, but refuse to give any portion
of his goods to the poor.............. .. .. . . i,
. The avaricious are miserable both in time and in eternity; for
the sake of money they commit all manner of sins, they lose
the faith and their peace of mind, they are cruel to themselves
and hardhearted to their neighbor, and finally perish eternally..

9. TEMPERANCE IN EATING AND DRINKING.

. Temperance consists in not eating and drinking more than is
necessary, and not being either too greedy or too dainty in re-
gard to the nourishment one takes............................
. Temperance is highly advantageous to soul and body: it improves
the health, lengthens life, strengthens the faculties of the mind,
fosters virtue, and leads to everlasting life.....................

10. INTEMPERANCE IN EATING AND DRINKING.

. Intemperance consists in eating and drinking much more than is
necessary, and in being greedy or dainty in regard to one’s food. .
. By intemperance a man injures his health, weakens his mental
faculties, destroys his reputation, and reduces himself to poverty;
falls into vice, often comes to a miserable end, and is eternally
8o 00 0000000666000 0 6600000000600003005060000000000000000 oc

11. CHASTITY.

. Chastity consists in preserving the mind and body free from
everything that might stain their innocence...................
. Those who lead a life of chastity, possess the sanctifying grace of
the Holy Spirit in abundant measure; they will be happy here on
eartli, and will enjoy special distinction in heaven hereafter....

12. UNCHASTITY.

. Unchastity consists in thoughts, words or deeds. which are de-
struetive of innocence............ .ol
. Unchaste persons do not possess the sanctifying grace of the Holy
Ghost, they are severely chastised by God in this life, and after
death are condemned to eternal perdition......................
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13. ZEAL IN WHAT 1s Goob.

. Zeal in what is good consists in working out one'’s salvation with

all earnestness and fervor.............. ..ottt

. Without zeal in what is good we cannot be saved, for the kingdom

of heaven suffereth violence...........cooviieuiniiennnnnennnn

14. THE OPPOSITE OF ZEAL: SLOTH.

. Sloth consists in shunning everything that conduces either to our

temporal or eternal well-being, provided it be toilsome..........

. Idleness leads to all kinds of vice; it brings misery in this life

and eternal damnation in the life to come.....................

C. Christian Perfection.

I. THE ASPIRATION AFTER CHRISTIAN PERFECTION.

. God requires of all the just that they should aspire to Christian

EEHAIPIN 6 6 6 6,06 660 0lo 300606000608 96 00 60 ABBE 0 B8E 660000 8006 0000 ¢

. The most sublime example of Christian perfection is found in

Our Lord. After Him, the saints are also patterns of perfection..

. The perfection of the Christian consists in charity towards God

and his neighbor, and in detachment of heart from the things of
¥ @ Hloo 00660600 60060600600 069000960 30080004 0600000COIO O

II. GENERAL MEANS FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF
PERFECTION.

In order to make sure of attaining Christian perfection, the following

O —

oo -3 O O

means should be adopted.................coiiiiiiiiiiiL

. Fidelity in small things...........c.oio ittt
. A habit of self-control............ %.000000000000025009880085000000
. Abstinence from all that is superfluous, especially in regard to

GO 0L TSI 66 66 600006 06 30 30 0 500 56 09960 08 400 90 BB0 00 00 0
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. Frequent confession and communion.................ooiuei..,
. Reading attentively the life of Our Lord and the lives of the saints,

and meditation on the truths of religion........................

. Love of solitude. .. ....covtititninrniiiiiiiiitii ittt

III. SPECIAL MEANS FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF
PERFECTION.

. He who aspires to a higher degree of perfection must follow the

three evangelical counsels: Perfect obedience, perpetual chastity,
and voluntary poverty............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinann

. These three counsels are called the evangelical counsels, because

Our Lord gave them to us when He preached the Gospel, and fol-
lowed them Himself....... ... .. ... . i iiiiiiiiiiiiiaiann..

. The evangelical counsels lead to higher perfection, because by their

means the three evil concupiscences in man -are completely 'de-
stroyed, and the chief obstacles in the way of his salvation
AT LETNOVO - vt Ll Tl b rl e 2 he g T e lo e sXotel sheXe ol Netats CeXehehpvi sheks) carhoktl ohekels’
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PAGE
4. Not every one is called of God to follow the evangelical counsels;
for Our Lord says: “All men take not this word, but they to
whom it is given” (Matt. xix. 11)........................ ... 519
5. The members of religious Orders are bound to follow the evan-
gelical counsels, and likewise all persons living in the world,
who have taken a vow todo so.............. .. ..., 519

IV. THE EIGHT BEATITUDES.

Those who scrupulously keep God’s commandments are happy even
on earth. Therefore God declared blessed those who are poor in
spirit, the meek, they that mourn, they that hunger for His jus-
tice, the merciful, the clean of heart, the peacemakers, and they
that suffer persecution for the right................. P 3 |

PART III.
The MHeans of Grace.

I. THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS.

1. ON SACRIFICE IN GENERAL.

1. The word sacrifice signifies the voluntary surrender or the destrue-
tion of an object which we value, to give honor to God as our
FIREIE L T6l5 60 00 0 00 o 6 000006 000 0 GGG 06 30010 8 6 300 BHE A0 6.0 © Ko © 526

2. THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST UPON THE CROSS.

1. The sacrifice which reconciled God with man was that which

Christ offered upon the €ross..............coivriiiiirneinnn... 529
£. The sacrifice of Christ upon the cross was a viearious sacrifice for
the sins of all mankind, and a sacrifice of superabundant value.. 580

8. The graces which Christ merited for us by His death are com- -
municated to us by the means of grace; that is to say, the holy
sacrifice of the Mass, the sacraments, the sacramentals, and
[P0 50 6 9600600 0000006 60000000 6 ©000000000000000060603036LG 531

3. THE INSTITUTION, NATURE, AND PRINCIPAL PARTS OF THE MASS.

1. The Son of God offered a sacrifice at the Last Supper, because He
gave His body and blood to be offered up, in order to reconcile

His heavenly Father with man................................ . 632
2. We call the sacrifice instituted by Our Lord at the Last Supper,
holy Mass, or the sacrifice of the Mass......................... 535

3. What takes place in the sacrifice of the Mass is this: The priest
at the altar, as the representative of Christ, offers up bread
and wine to almighty God; he changes these substances into the
body and blood of Christ, and destroys them by consuming them. 536
4. There are three distinct parts in the sacrifice sof the Mass: The
offertory, the consecration, and the communion...... o B oo ohis 537
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4. THE CEREMONIAL OF THE MAsS.

- In the course of time many ceremonies of deep significance grouped
themselves around the holy sacrifice of the Mass, which were
not to be omitted without absolute necessity..................

. The whole story of the Redemption is symbolically represented by

the ceremonies of the Mass............. ..o iiiiinnnnnn.,

5. THE RELATION WHICH THE MASS BEARS TO THE SACRIFICE OF

THE CROSS.

. The sacrifice of the Mass is a living renewal of the sacrifice of the
cross, for in the Mass, as upon the cross, Christ. immolates Him-
EO I 3R PR A SRR | e e
. In the sacrifice of the Mass all the sacrifices made by Our Lord
are also renewed...........c.. ittt o

6. THE PROFIT To BE DERIVED FROM THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE

Mass.

- By means of the holy sacrifice of the Mass the fruits of the sacri-
fice of the cross are applied to us in most abundant measure;
more particularly we obtain thereby forgiveness of sin, certitude
tha,t;,i our prayers are heard, temporal blessings, and eternal re-
R0 6.0 65 06059900000000060000606066060 080608660000 000008 00000
. Those who participate in the fruits of the holy sacrifice of the
Mass are: First, the individual for whom it is celebrated; then
the priest and all who are present; finally, all the faithful both
living and dead; moreover the holy sacrifice gives joy to all
the angels and saints................. .. ..o Ll 9600000 00

7. THE CELEBRATION OF HoLy MAss.

. The holy sacrifice of the Mass is only offered to God; it may be
offered to Him with a fourfold intention: By way of atonement,
of petition, of praise, or of thanksgiving.......................
. The holy sacrifice of the Mass may also be offered in honor of the
angels or saints......... ... il e
. The holy sacrifice of the Mass can also be offered for the souls of
the departed who have been members of the Catholic Church,
and have not died in a state of mortal sin............ 560000000
. The holy sacrifice of the Mass can, however, be offered for the
.living, whether Catholics or non-Catholies................... 000

8. THE VALUE OF THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS.

. As the holy sacrifice of the Mass is an oblation of infinite value,
to celebrate or to hear Mass is a good work which surpasses all
other good works in excellence..............c.ccoonneen 0800080

9. TuE DEvoTION AT HoLY MAss.

We ought to be very devout at Mass; that is, we ought to banish

from our minds all that may cause distraction, and endeavor
to unite our supplications to those of the priest, especially in the
three principal parts of the Mass......... ..ot
1. Whispering, laughing, looking about at the time of Mass must be
carefully avoided; moreover it is unseemly to come to Mass
overdressed.......... 44 000 0030 0000886 O B 9660 0AA000 0000300 o0

PAGE

540

541
542

542

545

547
548

548
549

550

551

551



Contents.

2. When assisting at the holy sacrifice, we ought to unite our sup-
plications to those of the priest, but it is not necessary to use
the same prayers as ha does...................................

3. At the three principal parts of the Mass we should to a certain
extent suspend our private devotions, and fix our attention upon
what is done at the altar.......... ... . .. .. .. i i L.

4. It is an excellent practice immediately after the consecration to
make to our heavenly Father a definite act of offering of His
divine Son sacrificed upon the altar, and of His Passion and
@EDN6 60 000100000000000000000000 0 G600000000005000008000000000

5. At the communion, if we do not communicate actually, we ought
to do so spiritnally. ...t e

6. It is not possible to hear two or more Masses at the same time;
therefore when in church we ought to follow one Mass attentively
and not more than one...... ... ... ... . il

10. THE OBLIGATION OF HEARING MASS.

1. Every Catholic is bound, under pain of mortal sin, to hear the
whole of one Mass devoutly every Sunday and holyday of obli-
(AN 6000 000000000000000000050 0 19900000600000000000000000060

2. To hear Mass on week-days, if possible, is a highly commendable
practice, for it may be the means of gaining the greatest graces..

11. THE TrME WHEN MAss IS To BE CELEBRATED.

The holy sacrifice of the Mass is generally to be celebrated between
FHNHES UGl E0066060000000006000000000 000600000003 00006000000

12. THE PLACE WHERE MASS 1s TO BE CELEBRATED.

The apostles celebrated the holy sacrifice on a table; during the per-
secution of the Christians Mass was offered on the tombs of the
TVEARARD 0000660600050000063000000000000003600000 06060 PR

13. THE VESTMENTS AND SACRED VESSELS USED AT MaAss.

The various portions of the sacerdotal vestments are commemorative

of Our Lord™s Passion. .......ouiiiieeieintiiioneueiinnanenn

14. THE COLORS OF THE VESTMENTS.

1. In the vestments worn by the priest at Mass, the Church makes
use of five colors: White, red, green, purple and black..........
2. These colors not only depict the course of Our Lord’s life on earth,
but serve as a constant admonition to us to lead a pious life....

15. THE LANGUAGE OF THE MASS.

The Latin language is used in the services of the Church; it helps to
maintain her unity and preserves her from many evils..........

16. SINGING AT Mass.

The singing of which the Church makes use is called the Gregorian
chant, congregational, and choir singing................... .. ...

47
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17. HEARING THE WORD OF GOD.
PAGE
1. The Word of God is said to be the food of the soul, because it sus-
tains the life and strength of the soul, as bread does that of the
[T0U70 50 bb 59 3880 B0 8BEI0B 06 00 006050 5.6 J8B6000 6680460 BEBABHEE obk 569
Hence it is the duty of every Christian either to hear sermons
frequently, or to read spiritual books and make a practical ap-
plication of what he hears or reads............................ 570
3. Those who are assiduous in hearing sermons or reading spiritual
books, will not have great difficulty in attaining eternal salva-
TR o, S B o 8o B BRI b % o o5 o blo b b0 g bid AL o ferslesete 571

B

II. THE SACRAMENTS.

1. The sacraments are sensible signs instituted by Christ, by means

of which the graces of the Holy Spirit are communicated to us. 572
2. Christ instituted seven sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, Holy

Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders and "Matri-

TG00 0.0 0 0.950.0,8 0.0 0. 0o &pblo olb b 0 ABNONE J S0 00 SOBBBE 3o 060 0 Jb 0 0BG 573
3. By the three sacraments, Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders,

there is imprinted upon the soul a certain spiritual and indelible

mark or character, on account of which they cannot be repeated. . 574
4. Two of the sacraments, Baptism and Penance, are instituted princi-

pally with the object of conferring sanctifying grace where it

was not already given; the five others with the object of in-

O LR UE 311850 066 606060 8 0.0 986 0 Be 436 0066 85 8,055 600360 060 0.0 574
5. Due preparation must be made before receiving the sacraments, in
order to obtain the graces they convey........................ 575

6. Supposing the priest who administers the sacrament to be un-
worthy, the graces of the Holy Spirit will still be communicated
by means of the sacrament....................... ..., 0000000 | D

1. BAPTISM.

1. This is what takes place at Baptism: Water is poured upon the
head of the person to be baptized, and at the same time the
words appointed by Our Lord are repeated; the person is thereby
cleansed from original sin and all other sins, he is gifted with
habitual and sanctifying grace, and becomes a child of God, an

heir of heaven, and a member of the Church................... 5M
2. Baptism acts spiritually as water does materially................ 578
3. Baptism is indispensably necessary to salvation. Hence children

who die unbaptized cannot enter heaven........................ 579

4. Hence it follows that parents ought to have their children baptized
immediately after their birth, because new-born infants hover

between life and death......... ... ... .. . i 580
5. In case of necessity any one can administer Baptism and without
the usual ceremomnies................uuuiiiiiiiiiii i, 580

6. If baptism by water is impossible, it may be replaced by the bap-
tism of desire, or by the baptism of blood, as in the case of those
who suffer martyrdom for the faith of Christ................... 580
7. In the early ages of the Church solemn Baptism was administered
on three davs of the year: Holy Saturday, the eve of Whit-
sunday, and in the East on the eve of the Epiphany.......... 581
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2. CONFIRMATION.

1. The ceremonial of Confirmation is as follows: The bishop lays
his hands upon the candidates and anoints each one severally
with chrism upon the forehead, with prayer; and those who are
so anointed receive the gifts of the Holy Ghost, especially courage
to profess their faith....... ... ... .. .. . .. ... . ... .. ...

2. The supernatural effect of Confirmation is similar to the natural
effect of oil....... ... .. . . i

3. Christians ought to be confirmed at the age when they pass from
childhood to youth, because at that period temptations tkicken
around them, and they need strength of will to resist them......

4. The candidate for Confirmation ought previously to go to con-
fession, and if possible to holy communion; for to receive this
sacrament one must be in a state of grace....................

5. Confirmation is usually administered about Whitsuntide, as the
bishop visits the whole of his diocese at intervals of a few years.

3. THE HOLY EUCHARIST.

INSTITUTION AND NATURE OF THE HoLY EUCHARIST.

1. The body of Christ under the appearance of bread, and the blood
of Christ under the appearance of wine, is called the Most Holy
Sacrament of the Altar............. ... .. iiiiiiiiaiinnnn..

2. The presence of the body and blood of Christ under the appearance
of bread and wine is a mystery, because our feeble reason can-
ets @EIIRANEN 56 0050000660606 0006 68006606006a6 6006680006 0o

3. It is most true that under the species of bread, as also under the
species of wine, Christ is present, God and man, whole and entire.

4. Our Lord is present in every particle, however minute, of the
consecrated bread and wine............ ... .. ...l

5. Christ is present in the consecrated elements as long as the acci-
dents of bread and wine remain................ ...l

6. The duties of the Christian *n regard to the Holy Sacrament of
the Altar are these: He ought to visit it frequently, to adore it,
and to receive it...... ... ... e

TurE NECESSITY OF HoLy COMMUNION.

. The Holy Sacrament of the Altar is the nourishment of our souls. .

. We are bound under pain of mortal sin to communicate at least
once a year, and that at Easter; also in case of dangerous ill-
ness. It is, moreover, the wish of the Chureh that the faithful
should, if posmble, receive holy communion on Sundays and
ARG 0000 06 0066000 00 000600 06060660000093 03 I0 0 0O0I0C 630000
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Tue ErreEcTs oF HoLy COMMUNION.

Holy communion acts spiritually, as bread and wine act materially. .

1. By holy communion we are united more closely to Christ. Our
Tord says: “He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood,
abideth in Me, and I in him” (JOND Vi BT) e e e ee e ceaaeen

2. Holy eommunion imparts actual graces, and also maintains and
increases sanctifying grace 11 WA £l cocoo0o60000000008006000c

3. The force of evil concupiscence is lessened by holy communion, and
we are freed from venial sin by means of it.............c.oeu...

4. Holy communion often affords much refreshment to the soul......

/
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PREPARATION FOR HoLy COMMUNION.

1. We must make a suitable preparation of body and soul before
receiving holy commumion.......... ...,

. The manner in which we should prepare our soul is this: We
must cleanse our souls from mortal sin by confession, perform
good works and adorn ourselves with the virtues..............

3. Our body must be prepared for holy communion by fasting from
midnight; by dressing in a neat and suitable manner, and by

a reverent deportment at the time of communion...............

BEHAVIOR AFTER RECEIVING HoLYy COMMUNION.,

After receiving communion we should make our thanksgiving, and
proffer our petitions to almighty God, praying for the Pope,
for the authorities, secular and ecclesiastical, for our relatives,
friends, and benefactors, and for the holy souls in purgatory....

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION,

Spiritual communion consists in awakening within the heart a lively
desire to receive holy communion....................ooi0nln,

4. THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE.

THE NATURE AND THE NECESSITY OF PENANCE.

1. In the Sacrament of Penance the repentant Christian confesses
his sin to a duly-authorized priest, who, standing in the place
of God, pronounces the absolution by means of which they are
DT EN A8 5606 *J6 86 aido 00000000000 6000600640 6066060600.56060000040

2. The Sacrament of Penance is indispensably necessary for those who
have fallen into sin after Baptism, for without this sacrament
they are unable to recover the justice they have lost............

3. Let no one be deterred by a feeling of shame from confessing
his sins; the priest dare not, under any pretext, reveal what is
said in the confessional, and he is ever ready to receive the con-
e BhEs IR0 0000000000 0000000000661000000600000060 90060000

4. He who from a sense of shame conceals a mortal sin in confession,
does not obtain forgiveness, but only adds to his other sins that
of sacrilege, and exposes himself to the grave risk of dying
T A DT S0 $566066 0060000006000 0000000000 00000000000000000

THE CONFESSOR.

1. No priest can give absolution who has not received the faculties
for hearing confessions from the bishop of the diocese...........
2. Priests who are duly authorized to hear confessions, have not
power to absolve from all sins, since there are certain sins which
the Pope or the bishop has reserved to himself for judgment.....
3. In the confessional the priest stands in the place of God; there-

fore the penitent is bound to yield him obedience..............
4. Under no possible conditions may the priest repeat anything out
of the confessional........... .. oo ittt

5. Every Catholic is perfectly free to choose his own confessor......
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THE EFFECTS OF PENANCE.

By worthily receiving the Sacrament of Penance we obtain the fol-
WG (F¥EET 6606 0060000000060000000006506000600500000500 06 0d0AT o
1. The guilt of sin is remitted and the debt of eternal punishment;
yet there remains the debt of temporal punishment to be dis-
@AYo aa006000600000000 © 000000060000000000060600000003000060 3
2. The Holy Spirit returns to the repentant sinner, and imparts to
him sanctifying grace; and the merits of all the good works he
forrperly performed while in a state of grace are restored to him

3. Through the indwelling of the Holy Ghost we obtain great peace
of mind, nay, great consolations, if our conversion be sincere. .. ..

4. The Holy Ghost imparts to us the strength necessary to over-
@R B 00 000 00000/00066000006000600060006000000060000aA0600 8 ad®

THE WORTHY RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE.

In order to receive the Sacrament of Penance worthily, we must do

F YT (0] ) (0} = S e
1. We must examine our conscience, i.e., we must carefully consider
what sins we have committed and not yet confessed..............

2. We must truly repent of our sins, that is, we must grieve from our
heart that we have offended God by them, and the thought of
offending Him must be abhorrent tous.........................

The means of awakening true contrition is to reflect that by our sins
we have grievously offended the infinite majesty of God, and
have displeased our loving Father, our greatest Benefactor......

The consideration that we must expect the just judgments of God on
account of our sins, also disposes us to true contrition..........

Confession without contrition does not obtain the divine forgiveness..

3. We must make a firm resolution, that is, we must steadfastly
determine with the help of God to desist from all sin, and to
avoid the occasions of sin for the future.................... ...

4. We are under the obligation of confessing our sins, that is, we
must secretly to the priest enumerate all the mortal sins of which
we are conscious, accurately, simply, and humbly; with the num-
ber of times we have committed them, besides all that is neces-
sary to make known the nature of the sin.....................

5. Satisfaction must be made: i.e., we must perform the penance en-
joined upon us by the confessor..............oc.ciiiiiiiiiiant

The confessor generally enjoins upon the penitent, prayer, almsdeeds,
and fasting as works of penance, in order that he may thereby
discharge the temporal penalties, and weaken the power of evil
LT U (6 T R R R R R

We should, besides, make satisfaction by punishments voluntarily
undertaken of ourselves; and also by bearing patiently the tem-
poral scourges inflicted of God............c...onnennn e

The works of penance which we perform and the sufferings which
we bear patiently do not only cancel the temporal punishment
due to our sins, but they contribute to the increase of our

eternal happiness......... R TR

GENERAL CONFESSION.

By general confession is meant confession of all the sins we have com-
mitted within a considerable period of time..............ooenee
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CONFESSION A DIVINE INSTITUTION.

1. Confession of sins was instituted by Our Lord, and has been the
practice of the Church in all centuries........................

2. The institution of confession affords us proof of the infinite mercy
and wisdom of God........... 56006,00060006d606000306060a06083000

THE ADVANTAGES OF CONFESSION.

Confession is extremely useful both to individuals and to society in
G 066000600060 4 06 060006060068 © a0 688885 0990 08 A6 8 06D & 30

THE SIN OF RELAPSE.

1. He who after his conversion, relapses into mortal sin, is in danger
of dying impenitent, because the devil acquires great power over
him and the influence of the Holy Spirit is lessened............

2. If any omne should relapse into mortal sin, let him forthwith repent
and go to confession; for the Jonger penance is delayed, the
more difficult, the more uncertain conversion will be...........

3. If, through frailty, we fall into venial sin, we must not be dis-
quieted on that account, but humble ourselves before God......

4. Since we cannot possibly continue in a state of grace until death
without the special assistance of the Holy Spirit, let us fervently
implore of God the grace of final perseverance..... 860000 60000 o

INDULGENCES.

1. God has granted to the Church the power, after the reconciliation
of the sinner with God, of changing the punishments yet remain-
ing due to sin into works of penance, or of remitting them
ISR (3176 6 61,0k 0 0 400 6 566068 066 ABBHBBE A0 080 A0EE0 00 9000 0000

2. The remission of the temporal punishment due to us on account
of our sins is called an indulgence, and is obtained by the per-
formance, while in a state of grace, of certain good works en-
joined on us by the Church...............ccoiiviiiiiiaen,

3. An indulgence is either plenary, when a full and entire remission
of all the temporal punishment due to sin is gained, or partial,
when only a portion of the temporal punishment is remitted....

4. The Pope alone has power to grant indulgences which are for the
whole Church; for in him alone jurisdiction over the whole
Church is vested, and he is the steward of the Church’s treasures-

5. Indulgences may also be applied by way of suffrage to the suffer-
ing souls in purgatory, if this be expressly stated respecting the
indulgence; a plenary indulgence is gained for them every time
the holy sacrifice of the Mass is offered on a privileged altar..

6. The gaining of indulgences is most salutary, because we thereby
keep far from us temporal evils, and are stimulated to the ac-
complishment of good works..........ooooiiiiii it .

5. EXTREME UNCTION.

1. In administering Extreme Unction the priest anoints the Christian
who is in danger of death with the holy oils upon the organs of
his five senses, and prays over him: by means of which the
spiritual and not infrequently the bodily malady of the sick man
1 QR b B 06000506000 668080909 05360000 Bocb o 505006 006000005 0
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Extreme Unction acts spiritually as oil does materially; it
strengthens, heals, and aids the soul to attain eternal salvation. .
3. Extreme Unction can only be administered to persons who are in
danger of death; and they ought to receive it without delay

for the sake both of their physical and spiritual health.........

- wvefore being anointed the sick man ought to confess his sins, and
receive holy communion and afterwards the Papal blessing is
el e {0 1 5606606 0,06 6666906660666 5060006006 86 &

6. HOLY ORDERS.

1. At the administration of Holy Orders the bishop lays ‘his hands
on the candidates for ordination, calls down upon them the Holy
Ghost, anoints their hands, and presents the sacred vessels to
E0CIgp 8o o B S8 o IR B F S R0 B O e o) Bl BB B ooo o

2. The office of the priesthood, to which a man is raised by Holy
Orders, is one of great dignity, but likewise one of no slight
difficulty and of vast responsibility...................... .. ...

3. The Sacrament of Holy Orders only confers the perpetual power,
not the right, to exercise the functions of a priest. The newly-
ordained cannot therefore make use in any place of their sacer-
dotal powers, until they have received ecclesiastical authorization.

4. No one can be admitted to priest’s Orders who has not attained
the age of twenty-four years............. .. ... ..ol

5. Six other orders of ministry precede the priesthood, four lesser
NG {B® CIEMEP 00 000 0000000 060060 00065000 5990000000300 00 0900 o

7. MATRIMONY.

THE INSTITUTION AND NATURE OF MATRIMONY.

1. God Himself instituted matrimony in the beginning of the world,
for the procreation of the human race, and the mutual assist-
ance of husband and wife................. .. ...l

2. Christian marriage is a contract between man and woman, binding
them to an undivided and indissoluble partnership, and confer-
ring on them at the same time grace to fulfil all the duties re-
GUIEREK] @ WL 06 000600000000000060005500550 989300000309 960300 0

3. Civil marriage is to be distinguished from Christian marriage,
inasmuch as it is no sacrament, and consequently in the sight of
God no true and real marriage for Catholics...................

TuE CHARACTERISTICS OF MATRIMONY.

According to the ordinance of Christ, Christian marriage is strictly
a union of two persons only, and it is indissoluble..............

THE GRACES CONFERRED IN MATRIMONY.

The Sacrament of Matrimony confers upon Christians who embrace
that state both an increase of sanctifying grace, and in addition
the special graces necessary to enable them to discharge the
duties required of them.............c.ooiiinn. 6 500000000 a6 o

IMPEDIMENTS TO MATRIMONY.

A marriage can only be concluded in the absence of all impediments
to it. The impediments may be such as nullify marriage, or
such as render it unlawful........ccoviunvnnnn,. 000500005 00 A0
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THE CELEBRATION OF MATRIMONY.

1. Marriage must be preceded by betrothal, by the publication of the
banns, and by the reception of the Sacraments of Penance and
ot h e A A T e
2. The Church expressly commands that the marriage be concluded
in the presence of the priest of the parish, and two witnesses;
or the parish priest may authorize another priest to act in his
T S
3. MI;rriages are, as a rule, celebrated in the forenoon, in the house
of God, with solemn ceremonies, and Mass is usually said at the
G (B 0.0 00 db 0 008 00006 0000 6604800 6.0¥10.86 0000 0d66 6606000 680006

THE DUTIES OF THE MARRIED.

It is the duty of the wife to obey her husband; it is the duty of the
husband to protect and shield his wife........................

MIXED MARRIAGES.

1. Mixed marriages, by which is understood the marriage of Catholics
to non-Catholics, have always been disapproved of by the Church.
2. The Church tolerates mixed marriages on three conditions........
3. The Catholic who contracts a mixed marriage without the bene-
diction of the Church, commits a mortal sin, and cannot be
admitted to the sacraments............ 5000060009060060060000000

THE UNMARRIED STATE.

1. The unmarried state is better than the married, because those
who do not marry have far more opportunity for attending to
their spiritual welfare, and can attain a higher degree of glory
IR 79580 50bBb £ 050 dk 58 60 00666066 06REHE006E600000660006060680 6

III. THE SACRAMENTALS.

The sacramentals are rites which have some outward resemblance
to the sacraments instituted by Christ, but which are not of
divine institution. The name is applied both to the blessing or
consecration given by the Church, and to the objects blessed
or, consecrateds L rt i Lt e e e e e e e ke el e

The blessing consists in this, that the minister«of the Church invokes
the divine benediction upon certain persons or things...........

1. Consecration by the Church consists in this: That the ecclesiastic
empowered for this purpose, sets apart some person or some ob-
ject, and dedicates him or it to the exclusive service of God....

2. Our Lord sanctioned the use of sacramentals, but the rites them-
selves are an institution of the Church........................

3. The use of blessed or consccrated objects is profitable; for if used
with pious dispositions, they increase our fear and love of God,
remit venial sins, and preserve us from many temptations
and from bodily harm; excepting such temptations and ills of
the body as are for our spiritual welfare.......ovveveenevanens
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IV. PRAYER.

1. THE NATURE OF PRAYER,

. Prayer is the elevation of the heart to God............... 9000000
. We may pray either in spirit only, or with the lips as well........
. Our prayers have a threefold object: That of praise, of supplica-

tion, and of thanksgiving....... ... ... . i,

2. THE UTILITY AND NECESSITY OF PRAYER.

. By means of prayer we can obtain all things from God: but He

does not always grant our petitions immediately..............

. By means of prayer sinners become just, and the just are enabled

to continue in a state of grace................... ... ...

. By prayer we obtain the remission of the temporal penalty due

to sin, and merit an eternal recompense.......................

. He who never prays cannot save his soul; for without prayer he

will fall into grievous sins...........c..oiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiennns

3. How OUGHT WE TO PRAY ?

If prayer is to be of utility to us, we must pray:

1
2.
3.

In the name of Jesus, that is, we must ask what is in accordance
with Our Lord’s desires............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiainnnnns
We must pray with devotion, that is we must fix our thoughts
on God wWhen We Pray.......covi e eneinnneeeaaieneeaannnasns
We must pray with perseverance, that is, we ought not to desist
from prayer, if our petition is not immediately granted.........

4. WHEN OUGHT WE TO PRAY?

. As a matter of fact we ought to pray continually, for Our Lord

requires of us “ Always to pray and not to faint” (Luke xviii. 1).

. We ought to pray more especially every morning and evening,

before and after meals, and when we hear the Angelus..........

. Furthermore we ought to pray in the hour of affliction, distress,

or temptation, when entering upon an important undertaking,
and when we feel an inspiration and desire to pray.............

5. WHERE OUGHT WE TO PRAY?

1. We can and ought to pray in every place, because God is every-

Where Present. ... .....oeeueieeenneeeaaiiieraineonnnanns ooo
2. The house of God is the place especially set apart for prayer......
3. A solitary place is also suitable for prayer......................

6. For WHAT OUGHT WE TO PRAY?

. We ought to implore of God many things and great things; bene-

fits not appertaining to time so much as to eternity.............

. We ought more especially to beseech almighty God to grant us

such things.as are conducive to His glory, and to our salvation,
and in no wise to ask for what will only serve to gratify our
earthly desires....... 5000 0n 510000k 4 BOHA00 DA 0GB IO 10 0 GiF 0CHO0
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7. MEDITATION.

Meditation consists in dwelling on the truths of religion in order to
awaken good resolutions in our mind............ ... ... .. ...

THE MOST IMPORTANT PRAYERS.
The Our Father.

1. The Our Father takes precedence of all other prayers; it is
especially distinguished by its power, its simplicity, and its com-

IR EEIVENERRS 56 64 40 650 4606 000000¢ 0,6 9005 5096 00/d 3666600 8o SAAIE
The Our IKather consists of an address, seven petitions, and the
W@k AVTHES 608 6 9.6 60 00 050 2/0000009 6566060 004 46 50 006500000 SEEES o

2. The address places the soul in the right disposition for prayer;
it awakens within us confidence in God and raises our thoughts

(02 15 TS o o & 1o BB aT50. 0.0 0 S JBEGILL ot JBABEO00E o6 S88 o IOSEEE JGo &

. In the first petition V\e pray that God may be glorified........ ...
. In the next three petitions we ask for these blessings: Eternal
salvation, grace to fulfil the divine will, and the possession of
those things which are indispensable to the maintenance of our
CERilyy EIKENED 5 50000605066900:00000 960000000056 9303 0050600600
5. In the next three petitions we pray that three evils may be averted
from us: The evil of sin, the evil of temptation, and those evils
which are prejudicial to life.............. ... ... ... ool

6. The word Amen is the answer of God to the suppliant: in this
place it is equivalent to the words: Be assured that thy prayer

Tl TR lo 00 0 GO 0 et 06 it o bt BBBS 0 o7 9005000000000 0690080 0D ¢

o0

The Ave Maria.

1. The Ave Maria consists of three parts: The salutation of the
archangel Gabriel, the greeting of Elizabeth, and the words of
the Church. ... ... .ttt i

2. The Ave Maria is a most potent prayer, and one which is full of
TVERTIIHR0 o0 8o 0¢8 B8 08 358 0 a00 60 0BBBEGE a8 56856 60 600080 6 A6 0l

The Angelus.

The Angelus is a prayer which is to be recited morning, noon, and
night, when the bell rings, in honor of the Mother of God and
in adoration of the mystery of the Incarmation.................

The Rosary.
1. The Rosary is a prayer in which the Our Father, followed by ten
Hail Marys, is repeated five or fifteen times, accompanied by

meditation on the life, the Passion, and the exaltation of the
Redeemer. ..... 00 0l dlaG0 0000000 6860 6866 B0 80 o8k B op ool B0 Sodk:

The Litany of Loretto and the Salve Regina.

The litany takes its origin and name from the place of pllgrlmage,
Loretto, in Ttaly. -The Salve Regina was composed in 1009. 3
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THE PRINCIPAL DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.

1. There are ordinary and extraordinary practices of devotion......
2. The regular services held in the parish church on Sundays and
holydays both in the foremoon and the aftermoon, as well as
week-day services, belong to the ordinary practices of devotion..
3. Processions, pilgrimages, the Way of the Cross, Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, and missions, belong to the extraordinary
practiges of devotion........ ... ... . i i,

Processions.

1. Processions are a solemn religious ceremony, during which prayers
are recited in common by those who take part in them........
The ceremonial observed in our Christian processions is intended to
portray the truth that we have not here a lasting city, but we
seek one to come (Heb. xiii. 14).............. ... ... ... .....
2. The Church holds processions either for the purpose of setting be-
fore us more forcibly certain events in the life of Christ,
certain doctrines of the faith, or in order to obtain speedy help
from God; on these occasions an opportunity is afforded us of
testifying in a public manner our faith and our loyalty to‘the
CINIRENG 56 00 050 66660 000686000 0868000065060000606 0088808458856
3. The following processions form part of the ritual of the Church
everywhere. .. ... . i e
The procession on the feast of the Purification..................
The procession on Palm Sunday................. .. ... ...
The procession on Holy Saturday..............................
The procession on the feast of Corpus Christi...................
The procession on St. Mark’s Day..............................
The procession on the three Rogation days......................

Christian Burial.

1. Christian burial is a solemn service accompanied by special cere-
monies in which the remains of a departed Catholic are carried
in procession to the place of interment..................ciiutn

Pilgrimages.

1. Pilgrimages are journeys made to sacred places, where God often-
times vouchsafes to give miraculous assistance to the suppliant..
2. The places of pilgrimage are either the holy places in Palestine,
spots sacred to the holy apostles, or shrines of the blessed Mother
@ GGl 00 00080600000006660000600066069660060000000030000000065000
3. The object for which, as a rule, Christian people visit places of
pilgrimage is to beseech the divine assistance in seasons of deep
affliction, or to fulfil a vow.............ccvtn,

The Way of the Cross.

1. The Way of the Cross is the name given to the fourteen stations
which depict the way along which Our Redeemer passed, bearing
His cross, from Pilate’s palace to Mount Calvary..............
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Exposition of the Most Holy Sacrament.

The solemn exposition of the Blessed Sicrament consists in placing
the sacred Host in a monstrance, unveiled, for the worship of
@ie 53Nl 86 66 60 000600006 664 0bid a6 0 d H636 BB G K080 86800006 o 09

Missions and Retreats.

Missions consist of sermons and other religious exercises; retreats
have much the same effect as missions. ........................

Catholic Congresses and Passion Plays.

1. Catholic congresses are public meetings of Catholics for the pur-
pose of taking counsel together and passing resolutions suited
to the times and to the present needs of the Church............

2. Passion play is the name given to the portrayal of Our Lord’s
Passion, and other biblical events in a series of tableaux vivants.

Religious Associations.

1. Religious associations are voluntary societies formed among the
faithful, with the object of furthering their own salvation or
the salvation of their fellow-men..............................

2. Religious associations may be divided into confraternities or sodali-
ties and charitable societies............... ... .. ..o ..,

The Third Order of St. Francis.

The Third Order was founded by St. Francis of Assisi for the sake
of seeculars ... ... ... e i e eea o

The More Widespread Confraternities.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith, of the Holy Childhood,
the Confraternity of St. Michael, the Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament, the Confraternity of the Holy Rosary, the Holy Scapu-
la}ll', tlﬁe Holy Ghost, ete., ete., are the widest known in the
CITE N 0 56 0 00 006000 0008660606 -4 306660 00 66 GEEE068008008B000C

The Apostleship of Prayer.
The Apostleship of Prayer is a league of prayers in union with the
Sacred Heart...... ...t

Charitable Societies.

Charitable societies are the best embodiments of God’s second precept
@33 @IETIAT, 66 006000 6060d000000 5000000000 5000000060000
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DEVOTIONS.

I. PrRaAYERS AND PrrcErrs oF THE CHURCH.

1. The Sign of the Cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Amen.

2. The Lord’s Prayer, or Our Falher.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

3. The Angelical Salutation, or Hail Mary.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art
thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the
hour of our death. Amen.

4. The Apostles’ Creed.

1T believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth ; 2 and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord : 2 Who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 4 suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified ; died, and was buried.
5 He descended into hell ; the third day He arose again from
the dead ; © He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand
of God, the Father almighty; 7 from thence He shall come to
judge the living and the dead. [That is to say, those who are
alive at the T.ast Day, and who, as a matter of course, must die

59
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before the final judgment ; besides those who died previously ; or
it may also mean the redeemed and the reprobate.] 81 believe
. in the Holy Ghost ; ® the holy Catholic Church. the communion of
saints, 10 the forgiveness [remission] of sins, 11 the resurrection
of the body, 12 and the life everlasting. Amen.

5. The Two Precepts of Charity. (Marl: xii. 30, 31.)

(1). Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart,
and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind, and with thy
whole strength.

(2). Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

6. The Ten Commandments of God. (Fxod. xx. 1-17.)

(1). Thou shalt have no strange gods before Me. [That is to
say, thou shalt believe in the one true God alone, and not worship
any other.]

(®). Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain. [That is, thou shalt not utter the name of God irreverently.]

(3). Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath day. [Under the Chris-
tian Dispensation the Sunday.]

(4). Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother, that thou
mayst be long-lived upon the land which the Lord thy God will
give thee.

(5). Thou shalt not kill.

(6). Thou shalt not commit adultery.

(7). Thou shalt not steal.

(8). Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

(9). Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.

(10). Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, nor his serv-
ant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is his.

7. The Siz Precepts of the Church.

(These are an amplification of the Third Commandment of God.)

(1). To hear Mass on Sundays and holydays of obligation.

(R). To fast and abstain on the days appointed.

(3). To confess at least once a year.

(4). To receive the Holy Eucharist during the Easter time.
(5). To contribute to the support of our pastors.

(6). Not to marry persons who are not Catholics, or who are
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related to us within the fourth degree of kindred, nor privately
without witnesses, nor to solemnize marriage at forbidden times.

II. PRAYERS WHICH MAY BE USED DAILY AT Di1rrereNT TIMES.

1. A Morning Prayer.

Thy goodness, O my God, and might,
Have brought me to this morning’s light.
Keep and preserve me every hour,

From sorrow, sin, temptation’s power.
Grant me Thy blessing, Lord, this day,
On all I think, or do, or say.

2. A Nught Prayer.

When to rest I lay me down

God’s protecting love I own ;

Hands and heart to Him T raise,

For His gifts T give Him praise.

The i1l that I this day have done,
Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son.
Thou, Who hast kept me through the day,
Wateh o’er me through this night, I pray.

3. An Act of Good Intention. (Bl. Clement Hofbauer.)
Let my object ever be ‘
To give glory, Lord, to Thee ;
If I work, or if T rest,
May God’s holy name be blest.
Grant me grace my all to give
Unto Him by Whom I live ;
Jesus, for Thy help I plead:
Mary, for me intercede.

4. Grace before Meals.

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about i
receive from Thy bounty, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

5. Grace after Meals.

We give Thee thanks, O Lord, for these and all Thy gifts,
which of Thy bounty we have received, and may the souls of the
faithful, through the merey of God. rest in peace. Amen.
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6. Prayer for One’s Parents.

0 my God, I commend my parents to Thee ; protect them, and
spare them long to me, and requite them for all the good that they
have done to me.

III. PRAYERS TO BE SAID AT DIFFERENT TIMES WHEN THE
CururcH BELL 18 HEARD.

1. The Angelus. (Morning, noon, and evening.)

The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.

And she conceived of the Holy Ghost. Hail Mary, ete.
Behold the handmaid of the Lord :

Be it done unto me according to Thy word. Hail Mary,

IR

ete.

And the Word was made flesh.

And dwelt amongst us. Hail Mary, ete.

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God ;

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

SIS

Let us Pray.

Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our
hearts ; that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy Son was
made known by the message of an angel, may, by His Passion and
cross, be brought to the glory of His resurrection ; through the
same Christ Our Lord. Amen.

(An indulgence of one hundred days may be gained each time that the Angelus
is said kneeling (except on Saturday evening and on Sunday, when it is said
standing), and a plenary indulgence, once a month, on the usual conditions, if
it has been said daily for a whole month. Those who are reasonably prevented
from saying the prayers kneeling, or who cannot hear the bell, are still able to
gain the indulgence if the prayers are duly recited.)

2. Prayer in Commemoration of Our Lord’s Passion, to be said at
three o’clock on Fridays.

I bless Thee, O Thou Lord of heaven !
Whose life for sinful man was given.
Let not Thy cross and bitter pain
Have been for me borne all in vain.
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3. Prayer for the Souls in Purgctory, to be said when the Church
Bell is Tolled or after the Evening Angelus.

Thy mercy, Lord, we humbly crave

For souls whom Thou didst die to save.
Suffering amidst the cleansing fire,

To see Thy face they yet aspire.

Grant them, O Lord, a swift release,

And bring them where all pain shall cease.

Eternal rest give unto all the faithful departed, O Lord, and
let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
Amen.

4. Prayers to be Said when the Bell is Rung at Mass.

When the priest, standing at the foot of the altar, begins the prayers of
the Mass, make the sign of the cross, direct your intention, and commence
your prayers. At the Gospel stand up and cross yourself on forehead, lips,
and breast.

5. Prayer at the Offertory.

Accept, O Lord, this sacrifice, which, in union with the priest,
I offer to Thy divine majesty, together with all I have and all T am.
Mercifully pardon my sins, and grant that I may find acceptance in
Thy sight.

6. At the Consecration.

Kneel down, bless yourself, clasp your hands, and fixing your eyes upon
the altar, say :

Flesh of Christ, hail, sweet oblation,
Sacrifice for our salvation ;
On the cross a victim slain.
Bread of angels, ever living,
Health and hope to mortals giving.
Remain upon your krees, motionless, until the bell rings again at the ele-
vation of the chalice. Then bless yourself again, and say:
O fount of love, good Jesus, Lord,
Cleanse us, unclean, in Thy all-cleansing blood ;
Of which one single drop for sinners spilt,
Can free the entire world from all its guilt.
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7. At the Communion.
When the bell rings, bless yourself, strike your breast, and say with the
priest :
Lord, T am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter under my
roof ; say but the word, and my soul shall be healed.

Bless yourself again here, and also when the priest gives the blessing. At
the last Gospel do the same as when the first was read.

IV. DeEvorioNs FOr CONFESSION AND COMMUNION.
1. The Form for Confession.

Kneeling down in the confessional, make the sign of the cross when the
priest gives you his blessing ; then say the first part of the Confiteor, and
accuse yourself of the sins you have committed since your last confession, fol-
lowing the order of the Ten Commandments, the precepts of the Church, and
the seven deadly sins. After having confessed all that you can remember,
conclude with these or similar words:

For these and all the sins of my past life I am heartily sorry,
because I have thereby offended my Father in heaven and deserved
His chastisements. I purpose amendment for the future, and
humbly ask pardon of Gtod and absolution and penance of you,
Father.

Listen attentively to the instructions the priest gives you, especially in
regard to the penance he sets you. When he gives you absolution and his

blessing, bless yourself; then go to the altar to give thanks to God for having
granted you forgiveness of sin, and perform the penance enjoined on you.

2. Acts of the Three Theological Virtues.

(1). An Act of Faith. 1 believe that there is one God, and that
in this one God there are three persons. That the Son of God was
made man for us, that He died upon the eross, rose again from the
dead and ascended into heaven. T believe that the Son of God will
come again at the Last Day, and call all men to judgment. I believe
this because Christ is the Son of God and therefore can neither
deceive nor be deceived ; and because He has confirmed His teach-
ing by many miracles. Moreover I believe whatever the Catholic
Church by Christ’s authority proposes to us to be believed ; ‘T
believe it because the Catholic Church is guided and defended
against error by the Holy Spirit ; and because even down to the
present day God corroborates by miracles the truths which the
Catholic Church teaches. O God, increase my faith.
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(R). An Act of Hope. O my God, I hope that after death Thou wilt
admit me to everlasting happiness, and that Thou wilt give me here
such means as are essential to the attainment of that happiness.
I trust that Thou wilt grant me for this end the grace of the Holy
Spirit, such temporal good things as are necessary to me, pardon of
sin, help in time of need, and a gracious answer to my petitions.
I hope this, because Thou, Who art almighty and all-bountiful
and ever-faithful to Thy promises, hast promised these things
to me, and because Jesus Christ, my Lord and Saviour, has
merited them for me by His cruel death upon the cross. O God,
increase my hope.

(3). An Act of Chartty. My God, 1 love Thee with my whole
heart, and above all things, because Thou art supreme beauty and
perfection, because Thou art my greatest benefactor and Thy love
for me is infinite. I will, therefore, think of Thee in all my
actions ; I will avoid even the slightest sins; I will give thanks
to Thee for all Thy benefits and for all Thou givest me to suffer,
and I will love my neighbor because he is Thy child and made
after Thy image. O God, increase my charity.

(As often as acts of the three theological virtues are made, either by the use
of this formula, or in the words our own devotion may suggest, an indulgence
of seven years and seven quarantines may be gained ; and for daily repetition
of these acts a plenary indulgence once a month is granted, on the usual condi-
tions. Also a plenary indulgence at the hour of death.)

3. An Act of Contrition.

O God of infinite majesty, I, a sinner, have offended against
Thee. Thou art my heavenly Father; Thou hast given Thy Son for
me, and hast lavished innumerable benefits upon me, and yet I
have grieved Thee. Thou art a just God ; I know that Thou dost
leave no sin unpunished, and yet I was so ungrateful as to offend
Thee. T am exceedingly sorry for having sinned ; I will hence-
forth avoid sin and keep Thy commandments. Grant me Thy
pardon, and receive me again as Thy child.

4. Renewal of Baptismal Vows.

I thank Thee, O my God, for having made me Thy child by
holy Baptism. I desire this day to renew the covenant then made
with Thee : T promise to renounce all the sinful pleasures of the
world, to believe and to follow the teaching of the Gospel. I hope
for Thy grace to enable me to do t'hls, and after death to enter
into eternal felicity.
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DevorioNs To THE HoLYy GHOST.

1. Prayer to the Holy Ghost.

To Thee, O Holy Ghost, we cry

Thou highest gift of God most
high :

Enlighten us with light divine,

Keep far from us the foe
malign.

Strengthen the weakness of our
will,

Help us our duty to fulfil ;

Give solace to the troubled
breast,

And after death, eternal rest.

2. Hymn to the Holy Ghost.

Come, O Creator, Spirit blest !

And in our souls take up Thy
rest ;

Come, with Thy grace and
heavenly aid,

To fill the hearts that Thou
hast made.

Great Paraclete ! to Thee we
ery

O highest gift of God most
high !

O fount of life, O fire of love,

And sweet anointing from
above !

Thon in Thy sevenfold gifts art
known ;

The finger of God’s hand we
own ;

The promise of the Father Thou,

Who dost the tongue with
power endow.

Kindle our senses from above,

And make our hearts o’erflow
with love ;

With patience firm and virtue
high,

The weakness of our flesh sup-
ply.

Far from us drive the foe we
dread,

And grant us Thy true peace
instead ;

So shall we not, with Thee for
guide,

Turn from the path of life aside.

Oh, may Thy grace on us
bestow

The Father and the Son to
know,

And Thee through endless time
confest,

Of both the eternal Spirit blest.

All glory while the ages run

Be to the Father and the Son

Who rose from death ; the same to Thee,
O Holy Ghost, eternally. Amen.

(An indulgence of three hundred days may be gained each time this hymn
is said, and a plenary indulgence once a month.—Pius VI., 1796.)
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VI. SpECciAL PRAYERS.

1. The Salve Regina.

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of merecy, our life, aur sweetness and
our hope ! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, to
thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley
of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy
towards us, and after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit
of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary !

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

V. Make me worthy to praise thee, holy Virgin.

R. Give me strength against thine enemies.

V. Blessed be God in His saints.

R. Amen.

We fly to thy protection, O holy Mother of God! Despise not
our petitions in our necessities, and deliver us from all dangers,
O ever glorious and blessed Virgin. Reconcile us with thy Son,
commend us to thy Son, present us to thy Son !

2. The Memorare.

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it
known that any one who fled to thy protection, implored thy help
and sought thy intercession, was left unaided. Inspired with this
confidence, I fly unto thee, O Vjrgin of virging, my Mother; to thee
I come ; before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy
hear and answer me. Amen.

(An indulgence of three hundred days may be gained each time the Memo-

rare is said ; and a plenary once a month, on the usual conditions, by those
who repeat it daily.)

3. The Holy Rosary.

The Creed is repeated first, then one Our Father and three
Hail Marys, followed by Glory be to the Father, ete. Fifteen
decades are then said, each decade consisting of one Our Father
and ten Hail Marys, and ending with a Glory be to the Father.

The Mysteries of the Rosary are :

The five Joyful Mysteries, which may be said chiefly from
Advent to Lent, or on Mondays and Thursdays.
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(1), The Annunciation, (2), The Visitation, (3), The Nativity
of Our Lord, (4), The Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple, (5),
The Finding of the Child Jesus in Jerusalem.

The five Sorrowful Mysteries, which may be said chiefly during -
Lent, or on Tuesdays and Fridays.

(1), The Prayer and Agony of Our Lord in the Garden, (2), The
Scourging, (3), The Crowning with Thorns, (4), The Carrying of
the Cross, (5), The Crucifixion.

The five Glorious Mysteries, which may be used chiefly from
Easter until Advent, or on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays.

(1), The Resurrection: of Our Lord, (2), The Ascension, (3),
The Descent of the Holy Ghost on the Apostles, (4), The Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin into Heaven, (5), The Coronation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Thus each chaplet of the Rosary consists of the Creed, six Our
Fathers, six Glorys and fifty-three Hail Marys.

The beads must be blessed and the indulgences attached by a
priest who has the powers. If this be duly done the faithful can
gain an indulgence of one hundred days for every Creed, Our
Father, and Hail Mary, each time the Rosary is recited.

4. Prayer to St. Joseph.

Glorious Joseph, kind father and friend,
Humbly to thee myself I commend ;

Keep me, watch over me, help and defend.
By virtue’s path lead to the heavenly land,
And in my last hour be thou near at hand.

5. Prayer to Our Guardian Angel.

Holy angel, guardian mine,

Given me by love divine ;

Day and night watch over me,

From harm, from sin, let me be free.
By a pious life I fain

Would eternal joys attain.



GENERAL SURVEY.

PART I

We are on earth for the purpose of giving glory to God, and
thereby working out our eternal salvation. We are to attain our
end by the following means.

We must strive to acquire the knowledge of God through faith
in the truths which He has revealed.

Here we speak of the knowledge of God, of revelation, of
faith, the motives of faith, the opposite of faith, the confession
of faith; and finally of the sign of the eross.

An explanation is given of the twelve articles of the Apos-
tles” Creed.

Art. 1. The existence of God, IIis being, His attributes, His
triune nature, the creation of the world and divine providence,
angels and men, original sin; the promise of a Redeemer, the
expectation of a Redeemer.

Art. 2-7. Jesus is the Messias, the Son of God; Himself
God and Our Lord. The Incarnation, the life of Christ.

Art. 8. The Holy Ghost and the doctrine of grace.

Art. 9. The Catholic Chureh, its institution, development,
and divine maintenance. The supreme Head of the Church, the
hierarchy, the notes of the Church. In the Church alone is
salvation. Church and State. The communion of saints.

Art. 10. Forgiveness of sins.

Art. 11-12. Death, the particular judgment, heaven, hell,
purgatory, the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment.

At the close of the Apostles’ Creed mention is made of the
good things which we hope for from God. The nature of Chris-

tian hope is considered, its advantages and what is opposed to it.
69
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PART II.

We must keep the commandments of God. These are: The
two precepts of charity.

The precept of charity towards God, which is set forth more
fully in the first four commandments of the Decalogue.

In His character of sovereign King God requires from us:
In the First Commandment worship and fidelity; in the Second,
reverence; in the Third, service; in the Fourth, respect towards
His representatives.

The precept of charity towards one’s neighbor. By this we
are forbidden to injure our neighbor. In the Fifth Jommand-
ment we are forbidden to injure his life; in the Sixth, his
innocence; in the Seventh, his property; in the Eighth, his
reputation; in the Ninth and Tenth, his household.

‘We are also commanded to help him in time of need by the
performance of the works of mercy.

The commandments of the Church are an amplification of
the Third Commandment of the Decalogue.

After the consideration of the love of God, the love of the
world is spoken of.

After the consideration of the love of one’s neighbor, the love
of one’s friends, of one’s enemies, of one’s self is enlarged upon;
after the consideration of the First Commandment, the venera-
tion of the saints, the oath born of religion and otherwise; under
the Third Commandment of God, the obligation of labor;
under the first commandment of the Church, the ecclesiastical
year; under the Fourth Commandment of God, the Christian’s
duty towards the Pope and chief ruler, and the obligations rest-
ing on those who are in authority; under the Fifth Command-
ment of God, the treatment of animals; and under the works
of mercy, the right use of money, the duty of gratitude, and the
spirit of poverty.

The fulfilling of the commandments consists in the practice
of good works and the exercise of virtue, as well as the abandon-
ment of sin and vice; finally, in the ayoidance of everything
that might lead to sin, ?;emp’tation to sin, and ocecasions of sin.
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The most important virtues are those which are called the
seven capital virtues, the opposites to which are the seven deadly
sins.

In order to obey the commandments strictly we must make
use of the means for attaining perfection. The general means
are intended for all; the special means, the three evangelical
counsels, are only for individuals.

By walking in this way we shall enjoy happiness even on
earth.

The precepts which Christ gave us in the Sermon on the
Mount, and which are called the eight beatitudes.

In order to believe revealed truth and to keep the command-
ments, we require the assistance of divine grace, and this we
can obtain by the use of the means of grace.

PART III

We must make use of the means of grace. These are: The
holy sacrifice of the Mass, the sacraments, and prayer.

Before entering upon the subject of the sacrifice of the Mass,
sacrifice in general and the sacrifice of the cross are considered.
In treating of the holy sacrifice of the Mass the points ex-
plained are: The institution, the nature, the parts, and the cere-
monies of the Mass; the relation of the Mass to the sacrifice
of the cross, the benefits derived from the Mass, the manner of
offering it, devotions during Mass, the obligation of hearing
Mass, the time and place of celebrating Mass, the vestments
and vessels used at Mass, the color of the vestments, the language
used in the Mass, and the musical accompaniment of the Mass.
The duty of hearing the word of God next follows; then the
doctrine of the sacraments in general and of each individually.
Under the Sacrament of the Altar the institution and nature of
the sacrament are considered, likewise the reception of the sacra-
ments and the fruits produced thereby, the preparation before
receiving communion and the subsequent thanksgiving, and also
spiritual communion. Under the Sacrament of Penance the
points considered are: The institution, nature, and necessity of
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penance; the office of the confessor, the effects of the Sacrament
of Penance. The worthy reception of the sacrament (in its
five parts), general confessions, the institution and excellence
of confession, the sin of relapse, and the doctrine of indulgences.
Under matrimony, the institution and nature of marriage are
treated of, the duties of married people, mixed marriages, and
the single state. ~Hereupon follows the teaching concerning
sacramentals.

In treating of prayer an explanation is given of the nature,
the use, the necessity, the time, the place, the object of prayer
and of contemplation. Furthermore explanations are given of
the most important prayers (the Lord’s Prayer and prayer to
the Mother of God); the principal public services morning and
evening, processions, pilgrimages, the Way of the Cross, Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament, missions, Catholie congresses,
Passion plays, and religious associations. The latter include
third orders, confraternities, and charitable societies.



INTRODJUCTION.

I. FOR WHAT END E WE ON THIS KARTH?

As the scholar goes to schbol in order that he may afterwards
attain a certain position in life, so man is placed on this earth in
order that he may attain to the lofty end of eternal happiness. As the
servant serves his master and so.earns his bread, so man has to serve
God, and through his service attains happiness to some extent in
this life, and in its fulness after death.

We are upon this earth in order that we may glorify God,
and so win for ourselves eternal happiness.

The glory of God is the end of all creation. All creatures on
the earth are created for this end, that they may manifest in
themselves the divine perfections and God’s dominion over His
rational creatures, that is, over angels and men, and that He may be
loved and praised by them. Even the material world, and creatures
not possessed of reason—animals, trees, plants, stones, metals, etc.,
all praise God after their own fashion. “ The Lord has made all
things for Himself” (Prov. xvi. 4). Man is created for this end,
that he should proclaim the majesty of God. He must do so whether
he wills it or not. The construction of the body of man, the lofty
powers of his soul, the rewards of the good, the punishment of the
wicked, all proclaim the majesty of God, IIis omnipotence, wisdom,
goodness, justice, ete. Even the reprobate will have to contribute
to the glory of God (Prov. xvi. 4). In the end he will show how
great is the holiness and justice of God. Man, from being possessed
of reason and free will, is through these enabled in an especial way to
give glory to God. This he does when he knows, loves, and honors
God. Man is created chiefly for the life beyond the grave. In this
life he is a stranger, a wanderer, and a pilgrim. “ We have not here
a lasting city, but we seek one that is to come” (Heb. xiii. 14).
Heaven is our true country; here we are in exile.

Hence we are not upon eurth only to collect earthly treas-
ures, to attain earthly honors, to eat and to drink, or to enjoy
earthly pleasures.

He who pursues ends like these behaves as foolishly as a servant
who, instead of serving his master, devotes himself to some passing
amusement. He stands idle in the market-place, instead of working
in his master’s vineyard. He is like a traveller who, attracted by the
beauty of the scenery, does not pursue his journey, and so allows the
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night to overtake him. We are not made for earth; we are made to
look upward to heaven. The trees, the plants point upward to
heaven, as if to remind us that it is our home.

For this reason Our Lord says: “ One thing is necessary ”
(Luke x. 42), and again “ Seek first the kingdom of God and
His justice, and all other things shall be added unto you ” (Matt.
vi. 83.)

Unhappily, too many forget their last end, and fix their hearts on
money, influence, honor, ete. They are like the kings of that heathen
country who, although they reigned but for a year and after that had
to go and live on a barren island, spent all their time in luxury and
feasting, and did not lay up any provision for the future on the
island whither they were bound. He who does not think on his last
end is not a pilgrim, but a framp, and falls into the hands of the
devil as a tramp into the hands of the police. He is like a sailor
who knows not whither he is sailing, and so wrecks his ship. Our
Lord compares such to the servant who sleeps, instead of watching
for his master’s coming (Matt. xxiv. 42).

II. HOW ARE WE TO ATTAIN TO ETERNAL
HAPPINESS ?

Eternal happiness consists in union with God, through the exer-
cise of the intellect contemplating God and the will loving Him.
If we wish to attain it, we must begin to draw near to it in this life.
We must seek to know and love God. But love of God consists in
keeping His commandments (John xiv. 23). From this it follows
that:

We shall attain to eternal happiness by the following means:
1. We must strive to know God by means of faith in the
truths He has revealed to us.

Our Lord says: “ This is eternal life, that they may know Thee,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent” (John
xvii. 3). That is to say, the knowledge of God brings man to eternal
happiness.

2. We must fulfil the will of God by keeping His command-
ments.

Our Lord says to the rich young man: “ If thou wilt enter into
life, keep the commandments ” (Matt. xix. 17).

By means of our own strength we can neither believe nor
keep the commandments; for this we need the grace of God.

Even Adam and Eve in a state of innocence needed the help of
grace. Ile who travels to a distant country, besides his own exer-
tions needs money for the journey. The farmer cannot cultivate his
land without the aid of sunshine and of rain. Man, too, has a special
weakness by reasen of original sin. This makes grace the more indis-
pensable. The blind man needs a guide, the sick man strengthening
food. We are like a man who through weakness has fallen to the
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ground, and has no power, of himself, to rise. He must look around
for one to aid him. So Our Lord tells us: “ Without Me you can do
nothing ” (John xv. 5). As the sun is necessary to the earth, to en-
lighten and warm it, so is grace necessary to our soul.

We obtain the grace of God through the means of grace in-
stituted by Jesus Christ.

3. We must therefore avail ourselves of the means of grace; of
which the chief are holy Mass, the sacraments, and prayer.

The means of grace are a channel through which grace is conveyed
to our soul. Faith is the road which leads to heaven, the command-
ments are like sign-posts by the way, the means of grace the money
for the journey. “The way that leads to life is narrow and thorny;
the way that leads to destruction is broad, and many are they who go
in thereat ” (Matt. vii. 13).

It is also true that he who desires happiness must have re-
ligion. )

Religion consists in a knowledge of God and a life corresponding
to the will of God. Religion is not a matter of feeling; it is a matter
of the will and of action, and consists in following out the principles
that God has laid down. Mere knowledge does not constitute relig-
ion, else the devil would have religion; the service of God is neces-
sarily included in it. We do not call a man a baseball player or
cricketer because he knows the rules and nature of the game; practice
is also required.

It is also true that he who desires to be happy must strive

to be like to God.

Man becomes like to God when all his thought and action resemble
the divine thought and action. The commandments of God are a
mirror, in which we recognize whether our actions are like or unlike

those of God.

III. CAN WE ATTAIN PERFECT HAPPINESS ON
EARTII?

1. Earthly goods, such as riches, honor, pleasure, cannot by
themselves make us happy, for they cannot satisfy our soul; they
often only make life bitter, and invariably forsake us in death.

Earthly goods deceive us; they are like soap-bubbles, which reflect
all the colors of the rainbow but are really only drops of water.
Earthly joys are like artificial fruit, beautiful to behold, but disap-
pointing to the taste. Karthly pleasures are like drops of water;
they do not quench the fire of the passions, but only make it burn
more fiercely. Man can no more be happy without God than a fish
can live out of the water. Ience St. Augustine says: “ Unquiet is
the heart of man until it rests in God.” No sensible or material
goods will nourish or satisfy the soul. Hence Our Lord says to the
Samaritan woman; “ He who drinks of this water will thirst again,”
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Riches will no more satisfy the soul than salt water will quench
thirst. In the days of the early empire of Rome, when riches and
sensual pleasures abounded, suicide was most widely prevalent.
Earthly possessions are a continual source of anxiety; he who rests
in them is tormented by them, like a man who reposes on thorns.
As the fresh waters of the rivers are changed into the salt waters of
the sea, so all earthly pleasures sooner or later turn to bitterness.
Forbidden pleasures soon bring misery after them, like the forbidden
fruit. They are like bait that has a hook concealed within it.
Earthly goods all forsake us when we die: “ We brought nothing into
the world, and certainly we cannot carry anything out of it” (1 Tim.
vi. 7). When the Pope is crowned, a handful of tow is kindled, and
while it blazes up the choir sing: “ Thus passes the glory of the
world.” As the spider spins a web out of its own bowels and in a
moment the broom sweeps it all away, so man labors for long years to
obtain some honor, or possession, or office. Some obstacle comes in
the way, death or sickness visits him, and all the labor is gone for
naught. As the glow-worm shines in the night, but in the light of
day is but an ugly insect, so the delights of earth are brilliant during
the night of life on earth, but under the light of the Day of Judg-
ment will show themselves vain and worthless.

Earthly goods are given to us only that through them we
may attain to eternal happiness.

Every creature on earth is intended as a step to bring us
nearer to God. As in the workshop of the painter, brushes, colors,
oils, are all destined to serve to the completion of the picture,
so all things in the world are intended to contribute to our
eternal happiness in heaven. Not to use earthly things for this
end is to lose the hope of eternal happiness; but to make them
our end and to be dependent on them no less deprives us of the
end for which we were created. Earthly goods are like the sur-
geon’s instruments; if they are ill-employed, they kill instead
of curing. We must therefore use them only in so far as they
help us towards the attainment of our last end. When they hinder
us we must cut ourselves free from them. We must not serve them,
they must serve us.

2. Only the Gospel of Christ is capable of giving us a partial
happiness on earth, for he who follows the teaching of Christ is
certain to have peace in his soul.

This is why Christ says to the Samaritan woman: “ He that shall
drink of the water that I shall give him, shall not thirst forever”
(John iv. 13). And again: “ He that cometh to Me, shall never
hunger” (John vi. 35). The teaching of Christ can alone satisfy
the heart of man. The reason of this is, that earthly sufferings do
not render unhappy the man who follows Christ.

3. He who follows Christ will have to endure persecution; but
these persecutions can do him no harm.

St. Paul tells us that “ All who will live godly in Christ
Jesus, shall suffer persecution ” (2 Tim. iii. 12).
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The whole life of the Christian is a carrying of the cross and a
suffering of persecution. Christ Himself says: ¢ The servant is not
above his master” (Matt. x. 24). That is, the servant of Christ has
no claim to a better lot than his Master Christ. We must expect the
men of the world (that is, those who seek their happiness in this
life) to regard us as erratic people and as fools, to condemn us and to
hate us (1 Cor. iv. 3, 10; John xvii. 14; xv. 20). To be loved and
praised by the world is to be the enemy of Christ. The principles of
the world are in contradiction with those of Christ, and the world re-
gards as a fool him whom Christ declares blessed (Matt. v. 3, 10).

Yet Christ tells us: “ Every one that heareth My words and
doeth them, shall be likened to a wise man, that built his house
upon a rock ” (Matt. vii. 24).

He who trusts in God builds on solid ground. The patriarch
Joseph derived advantage, not harm, from being persecuted ; the pious
David was persecuted, first by Saul, and then by his own son Absalom.
From his own experience he was able to say: “ Many are the afflic-
tions of the just; but out of them all the Lord will deliver them ” (Ps.
xxxiii. 20). All the saints of Christ have been persecuted, but God
has turned to good the evil that their enemies thought to do them.
“If God is with us, who can be against us?”

4, Hence perfect happiness is impossible on earth; for no man
can entirely avoid suffering.

The end of the worldling is misery as we have seen, and the just
man is persecuted. No one can escape sickness, suffering, death. The
world is a valley of tears; it is a big hospital, containing as many sick
men as there are human beings. The world is a place of banishment,
where we are far from our true country. In the world good and ill
fortune succeed each other like sunshine and storm. Prosperity is
the sure forerunner of adversity. In life we are on a sea, now lifted
up to heaven, now cast down to hell. Society is always sure to be full
of all kinds of miseries, whatever efforts may be made to improve the
condition of mankind. Vain indeed are the hopes of the modern
school of social democrats who dream of gradually abolishing all evil
and misery from the world.
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PART T—FATITH.

I. THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

The knowledge of God consists in the knowledge of His perfec-
tions, His works, His will, and the means of grace instituted by Him,
St. Paul bids us “increase in the knowledge of God” (Col. i. 10).
Now we only know God through a glass in a dark manner; only in
heaven shall we see Him face to face, and have a clear knowledge of
His perfections (1 Cor. xiii. 12).

1. The happiness of the angels and the saints consists in the
knowledge of God.

Our Lord tells us that “this is eternal life, that they may know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent”
(John xvii. 3). This is the food of which the archangel Raphael
spoke, when he said to Tobias: “I use an invisible meat and drink,
which cannot be seen by men” (Tob. xii. 19). In heaven the saints
and angels have an immediate knowledge of God in the beatific
vision. We on earth only know God through the medium of His
works and of what He has revealed to us. Our knowledge, compared
with that of the saints and angels, is like the knowledge of a country
that one gets from maps and pictures as compared with the knowl-
edge of one who has himself visited it.

2. The knowledge of God is all-important, for without it there
cannot be any happiness on earth, or a well-ordered life,

The knowledge of God is the food of our soul. Without it the
soul feels hungry; we become discontented. He who does not possess
interior peace, cannot enjoy riches, health, or any of the goods of this
life; they all become distasteful to him. Yet few think about this food
of the soul; they busy themselves, as Our Lord says, with the * meat
that perishes ” (John vi. 27). Without the knowledge of God a man
is like one who walks in the dark, and stumbles at every step; he has
no end or aim in life, no consolation in misfortune, and no hope in
death. He cannot have any solid or lasting happiness, or any true
contentment. Without a knowledge of God a well-ordered life is im-
possible. Just as an untilled field produces no good fruit, so a man
who has not the knowledge of God can produce no good works. Igno-
rance and forgetfulness of Ged are the causes of most of the sins that
men commit. Rash and false oaths, neglect of the service of God

79
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and of the sacraments, the love of gold, the sinful indulgence of the
passions, are all due to wilful ignorance and forgetfulness of God.
Thus the prophet Osee exclaims “ There is no knowledge of God in
the land. Cursing and lying and killing and theft and adultery have
overflowed ” (Osee iv. 2, 3). And St. Ignatius of Loyola cries out,
“ 0 God, Thou joy of my soul, if only men knew Thee, they never
would offend Thee,” and experience shows that in the jails the greater
part of the prisoners are those who knew nothing of God. When
Frederick of Prussia at length recognized that the want of the knowl-
edge of God was the cause of the increase in crime, he exclaimed,
“Then T will have religion introduced into the country.” This is
why the learning and the understanding of the Catechism, which is
nothing else than an abridgement of the Christian religion, is all-
important. But a mere knowledge of the truths of religion is not
sufficient ; they must also be practised.

3. We arrive at a right knowledge of God through faith in the
truths which God has revealed.

It is true that by means of reason and from the contemplation
of the creatures that God has made man can arrive at a knowledge
of God (Rom.1.20). “The heavens show forth the glory of God” (Ps.
xviil. 2). But our reason is so weak and prone to err, that without
revelation it is very difficult for man to attain to a clear and correct
knowledge of God. What strange and perverted views of the Deity we
find among heathen nations (Cf. Wisd. ix. 16, 17). God therefore in
His mercy comes to our aid with revelation. Through believing the
truths that God has revealed, man attains to a clear and correct
knowledge of God. Hence St. Anselm says, “ The more I am nour-
ished with the food of faith, the more my understanding is satisfied.”
Faith is a divine light that shines in our souls (2 Cor. iv. 6). It
is like a watch tower, from which we can see that which cannot be
seen from the plain below; we learn respecting God that which cannot
be learned by mere reason from the world around. It is a glass
through which we perceive all the divine perfections. It is a staff
which supports our feeble reason, and enables it to know God better.
There are two books from which we gain a knowledge of God; the
book of Nature, and Holy Scripture, which is the book of revelation.

II. DIVINE REVELATION. .

If any one stands in a room behind a gauze curtain he perceives all
those who are passing in the street, and they see him not. But if he
makes himself known by speaking, the passers-by are able to recog-
nize him. Such is our relation to God; He sees us, but conceals
Himself from our eyes. Yet He has in many ways made Himself
known to men; to Abraham, to Moses in the burning bush, to the
Tsraelites on Mount Sinai, ete.

1. God has in His mercy in the course of ages often revealed
Himself to men (Heb. i. 1-2).

God has often communicated to men a knowledge of His perfec-
tions, His decrees, and His holy will. Such revelation is called super-
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natural, as opposed to the natural revelation of Himself that He
makes through the external world.

2. God’s revelation to man is generally made in the follow-
ing way: He speaks to individuals and orders them to communi-
cate to their fellow-men the revelation made to them.

Thus God spoke to Abraham, Noe, and Moses. He sent Noe to
preach to sinful men before the Flood, He sent Moses to the Israelites
when they were oppressed by Pharao. Sometimes God spoke to a *
number of men who were assembled together, as when He gave the
law to the people on Mount Sinai, or when Our Lord was baptized
by St. John and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove, a voice being
heard from heaven: “ This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased.” Sometimes God revealed Himself through angels, as for in-
stance to Tobias through the archangel Raphael. When God spoke to
men, He took the visible form of a man or of an angel, or He spoke
from a cloud (as on Sinai), or from a burning bush, as He did to
Moses, or amid a bright light from heaven, as to St. Paul, or in the
whispering of the wind, as He did to Klias, or by some interior illu-
mination (Deut. ii. 6-8). Those to whom God revealed Himself,
and who had to bear witness before others to the divine message, were
called messengers from God, and often received from Him the power
of working miracles and of prophecy, in proof of their divine mission.
(Cf. the miracles of Moses before Pharao, of Elias, the apostles, ete.)

3. Those who were specially intrusted with the communica-
tion to men of the divine revelation were the following: the
patriarchs, the prophets, Jesus Christ the Son of God (IHeb. i.
1), and His apostles.

Revelation is to mankind in general what education is to indi-
vidual men. Revelation corresponds to the needs of the successive
stages of human development, to the infancy, childhood, and youth of
mankind. The patriarchs, who had more of the nature of children,
needed less in the way of precepts, and God dealt with them in more
familiar fashion; the people of Israel, in whom, as in the season of
youth, self-will and sensuality were strong, had to be trained by strict
laws and constant correction; but when mankind had arrived at the
period of manhood, then God sent His Son and introduced the law of
love (1 Cor. xiii. 11; Gal. iii. 24). Of all those who declared to men
the divine revelation, the Son of God was pre-eminently the true
witness. ITe says of Himself, “ For this I was born, and for this I
came into the world, that I should bear testimony to the truth”
(John xviii. 37). He was of all witnesses the best, because He alone
had seen God (John i. 18). The apostles also had to declare to men
the divine revelation. They had to bear witness of what they had seen,
and above all of the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts x. 39). W_lth
the revelation given through Christ and His apostles, the revelation
that was given for the instruction of all mankind was concluded.

4. Even since the death of Our Lord and His apostles God
has often revealed Himself to men; yet these subsequent reve-
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lations are no continuation of the earlier revelation on which our
faith rests.

Instances of these subsequent revelations are the appearances of
Qur Lord to Blessed Margaret Mary, and of Our Lady at Lourdes.
Such revelations must not be too lightly credited, as men are liable to
be deceived ; yet they must not be rejected without examination. Many
of the saints have had such revelations, i.e.,, St. Francis of Assisi,
to whom Our Lord appeared upon the cross, and St. Anthony of
Padua, in whose arms the Child Jesus deigned to rest. These private
revelations were more especially given to those who were striving
after perfection, in order to encourage them to greater perfection
still.  Yet God sometimes revealed Himself to wicked men, i.e., to

“ Baltassar in the handwriting on the wall (Dan. v. 5, seq.). Hence a
private revelation given to any one is not necessarily a mark of holi-
'ness. These revelations, moreover, were no further continuation of
the revelation intended for the instruction of the whole of mankind,
which ended with the death of the last of the apostles; they are rather
a confirmation of truths already revealed. Thus Our Lady, when she
appeared at Lourdes, proclaimed herself the “Immaculate Concep-
tion,” so confirming the dogma which Pius IX. had defined four years
previously, and the countless miracles and cures that have taken
place there have established the truth of the apparition. Yet it is
always possible that the malice of the devil may introduce deceptions
into private revelations. No one is therefore bound to give to them a
firmer belief (even though they have in general been approved by the
Church), than he would give to the assertions of an honest and trust-
worthy man.

5. Revelation was necessary because, in consequence of
original sin, man without revelation has never had a correct
knowledge of God and of His will; and also because it was neces-
sary that man should be prepared for the coming of the Re-
deemer.

The three Wise Men would never have found Christ if He had not
revealed Himself to them by means of a star; so mankind would
have lived far off from God, and would never have attained to a true
knowledge of Him, if He had not revealed Himself to them. As the
eye needs light to see things of sense, so human reason, which is the
eye of the soul, needs revelation to perceive things divine (St.
Augustine). Original sin and the indulgence of the senses had so
dimmed human reason that it could no longer recognize God in His
works (Wisd. ix. 16). This is proved by the history of paganism.
The heathen worshipped countless deities, idols, beasts, and wicked
men, and his worship was often immoral and horrible, as in the
human sacrifices offered by him. The gods were often the patrons
of vice. The greatest men among the heathens approved practices
forbidden by the natural law. Thus Cicero approved of suicide, Plato
of the exposing to death those children who were weak or de-
formed. Their theories when good were at variance with their prac-
tice. Socrates denounced polytheism, but before his death told his
disciples to sacrifice a cock to Esculapius. Many of the best of the
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heathens recognized and lamented their ignorance of God. Besides,
without a previous revelation the Saviour would have been neither
known nor honored as He ought to have been known and honored 2
it was fitting that He should be announced beforehand, like
a king coming to take possession of his kingdom. We ought indeed
to be grateful to God that He has given us the light of revelation,
just as a blind man is grateful to the physician who has restored
his sight. Yet how many there are who wilfully shut their eyes to
the light of revelation even now !

III. THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL.

1. The truths revealed by God to men were, by God’s command,
proclaimed to all nations of the earth by the Catholic Church, and
especially by means of the living word, that is, by preaching.

The command to proclaim to all nations of the earth the
truths revealed by God, was given to the apostles by Our Tord
at the time of Iis ascension.

Our Lord, before ascending into heaven, spoke to His apostles as
follows: “ All power is given to Me in heaven and in earth; going,
therefore, teach ye all nations: baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: . . . and behold I
am with you all days, even to the end of the world” (Matt. xxviii.
18-20). For this reason the apostles and their successors have never
allowed themselves to be prohibited by any earthly authority from
preaching the Gospel (Cf. Acts v. 29). Nor has the Church ever been
turned aside from fulfilling her mission of preaching the Gospel, by
the opposition of the world. Even now in many countries the State
seeks to make the Church dependent on her. Tt is in consequence of
the command given by Our Lord to the apostles, that the Popes send
missionaries to the heathens, and issue Papal briefs and rescripts
to Christendom; that bishops send priests throughout their dioceses,
and publish pastoral letters; that parish priests instruct their people
by sermons and Catechism. While the Catholic Church spreads the
Word of God by means of preaching, Mahometans spread their be-
liefs with fire and sword, and Protestants by means of the Bible.

It is an error to suppose that Holy Seripture is the only
means intended by almighty God to communicate to the nations
of the earth the truths of revelation.

It was the will of God to make use of preaching for the conversion
of the world. Our Lord said to His apostles, “ Go and teach all na-
tions,” not “ Go and write to all nations.” Out of the apostles only
two wrote; all the rest preached. The apostles themselves were the
books of the faithful (St. Augustine). St. Paul tells us that “ Faith
cometh by hearing ” (Rom. x. 17), not from mere books. Teaching
by word of mouth corresponds to human needs; every one prefers to
be taught, rather than to have to hunt out the truth from books by
study. If writings were the only means by which men could arrive
at a knowledge of revealed truth the Christians of the first two cen-
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turies would have been at a terrible disadvantage; so too would those
who cannot read, as well as the great mass of mankind in the present
day, who have neither the knowledge nor the capacity to penetrate
the meaning of the written Word. Yet it is the will of God that “ All
men should come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. ii. 4). Holy
Scripture soon loses its value in the eyes of those who have not the
assurance of the living Word that it is truly of divine origin. St.
Avugustine says: “I should not believe the Gospel unless the au-
thority of the Church moved me to do so.”

A truth which the Church puts before us as revealed by God
is called a truth of faith, or a dogma.

Either a universal council (i.e., one consisting of the bishops of
the whole world) acting under the authority of the Pope, or the Pope
himself, has power to declare a truth to be revealed by God. Thus the
Council of Nicea declared the divinity of Our Lord to be an article
of faith; and Pope Pius IX. the Immaculate Conception of the holy
Mother of God (1854). Thereby no new doctrines were taught, but
these truths were declared to have been truly revealed by God, and
thenceforth they became dogmas of the faith. When a child advances
in its knowledge of religious truth, it does not really change its be-
lief; so the Church, the collected body of all the faithful, receives
dogmas new to it, when, on the appearance of some new form of error,
it sets forth, after careful examination, certain truths of religion in
explicit form and imposes their acceptance on all the faithful.
Before the definition of it by the Church it was only a “ pious opin-
ion,” or one proximate to faith. Such is at the present time the
belief in the assumption of the body of Our Lady into heaven.

2. The Catholic Church derives from Holy Seripture and from
Tradition the truths that God has revealed.

Holy Scripture and Tradition are of equal authority, and claim
from us equal respect. Iloly Scripture is the written, Tradition
the unwritten Word of God. St. Paul exhorts the faithful to hold
fast the traditions they have received, whether it be by word of mouth
or by writing (2 Thess. ii. 14).

IV. HOLY SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION.

1. Holy Scripture or the Bible consists of seventy-two books,
which were written by men inspired by God, and under the
guidance and influence of the Holy Ghost. These seventy-two
books are recognized by the Church as ““ the Word of God.”

The Holy Ghost inspired in a very special way the writers of
Holy Secripture ; He moved them to write, and guided and en-
lightened them while they were writing (Cf. 2 Tim. iii. 16; Matt.
xv. 8; Mark xii. 36). The Council of Trent and the Vatican Council
have expressly declared that God is the Author (auctor) of Holy
Scripture. St. Augustine says: “ Tt is as if the Gospels were written
down with Christ’s own hand.” “ The writers of Holy Secripture,”
says St. Laurence Justinian, “were like a musical instrument on
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which the Holy Spirit played.” Yet they were not mere passive in-
struments; each writer brings his own personal character with him
into what he writes. They are like a number of painters, who all
paint a building which they see in the clear daylight, quite cor-
rectly, but yet with a great many points of difference, according to
their respective talent and skill. Hence it follows that there are no
errors in Scripture. We must not look to the individual words, but
to the general sense. We must not take offence at popular expres-
sions which are not scientifically correct, as when the motion of the
sun, sunrise, and sunset, are alluded to. Moreover, since the Bible
contains the Word of God, we must treat it with great reverence.
Thus the people always stand up when the Gospel is being read at
Mass; oaths are taken on the book of the Gospels; in Mass the
deacon approaches the book of the Gospels with incense and lights.
The Council of Trent imposes special penalties on those who mock
at Holy Scripture. The Jews had the greatest reverence for the
Seriptures and the precepts therein contained.

The seventy-two books of Holy Secripture are divided into
forty-five books of the Old Testament and twenty-seven of the
New. They are moreover divided into doctrinal, historical, and
prophetical books.

0ld Testament. The historical books comprise (1), The five books
of Moses, which contain the early history of man, the lives of the
patriarchs, and the history of the Jewish people up to the time of
their entrance into the Holy Land. (2), The books of Josue and
Judges, which relate their conquest of Palestine and their struggles
with surrounding nations. (3), The four books of Kings, which re-
count their history under their kings. (4), The book of Tobias,
which gives an account of the life of Tobias and his son during the
captivity. (5), The books of the Machabees, which relate the oppres-
sion of the Jews under Antiochus, ete. The doctrinal books comprise
the story of Job, the Psalms of David, the Proverbs of Solomon, and
the books of Ecclesiastes, Wisdom, and Eeclesiasticus. The prophet-
ical books comprise the four greater prophets, Isaias, Jeremias, Eze-
chiel, and Daniel, and the twelve lesser prophets, Jonas, Habacue,
ete. :
New Testament. The historical books are the four Gospels, and
the Acts of the Apostles. The doctrinal books are the twenty-one
Epistles, including fourteen of St. Paul’s epistles. The prophetical
book is the Apocalypse of St. John, which tells in obscure language
the future destinies of the Church. Most of the books of the Old Tes-
tament were originally written in Hebrew, most of the New in Greek.
The Latin translation of the Bible called the Vulgate is an amended
version of the translation made by St. Jerome about A.p. 400. The
Vulgate is declared by the Council of Trent to be an authentic ren-
dering of the original.

The most important books of Holy Seripture are the four
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. The four Evangelists
relate the life and teaching of Our Lord; the Acts of the
Apostles recount the labors of St. Peter and St, Paul.



86 Faith.

The writers of the Four Gospels are called the four Evangelists.
Two of them, St. Matthew and St. John, were apostles, St. Mark was
a companion of St. Peter, and St. Luke of St. Paul on his apostolic
journeys. St. Matthew’s gospel was originally written in Hebrew,
for the benefit of the Jews of Palestine. Ie shows how Jesus of
Nazareth fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament, and proved
Himself to be the true Messias. St. Mark wrote for the Christians of
Rome and shows Christ to be the Son of God. St. Luke wrote for a
distinguished citizen of Rome, named Theophilus, in order to instruct
him in the life and doctrine of Christ. We owe to St. Luke many
details about Our Lady, and many parables not given by the other
Evangelists. St. John wrote his gospel in his old age, to prove
against the heretics of the time that Jesus Christ is truly God. He
quotes chiefly those sayings of Christ from which His divinity is
most clearly proved. The Gospels were probably written in the order
in which they stand; St. Matthew wrote about a.p. 40, St. Mark aud
St. Luke some twenty-five years later, St. John about a.p. 90. The
four Gospels were collected into one volume in the second century.

It can be proved from internal evidence that the Gospels
were written by disciples of Christ, and narrate what is true.
We can also prove from the oldest copies, from translations, and
from quotations, that no change has been made in them since
they were first written. The Gospels are therefore genuine,
worthy of belief, and incorrupt.

On reading the Gospels we recognize at once that they were the
work of Jews. The writers introduce Hebrew expressions (Luke viii.
14; John xvii. 12). They wrote before the destruction of Jerusalem,
as we gather from their intimate acquaintance with the city. If they
had written in the second century, they could not have possessed this
knowledge. Their style shows that they were unlettered men. The
vividness of their descriptions proves them to have witnessed the
scenes and events they describe. The testimony of the most ancient
Christian writers, and the consent of the churches also prove the
genuineness of the Gospels. The truthfulness of the Evangelists
appears in their quiet and passionless manner of writing; they do
not conceal their own faults, and narrate what they knew would ex-
pose them to persecution and danger of death; they all draw the self-
same picture of Christ, though writing in different places and to
various readers; the apparent discrepancies disprove any sort of con-
spiracy among them or any copying from one another. Lastly, it
would be impossible to invent such a lofty type of character as that
of Jesus Christ. The Gospels have not been in any way altered in
the course of time. The earliest copies and translations agree with
our present Bibles, e.g., the Syrian translation (called the Peshito),
which dates from the second century, and the Latin (called the
Itala), which dates from A.p. 370, besides numerous copies of the
original text dating from the fourth century onwards. During the
first two centuries the Scriptures were read every Sunday in the
various Christian churches and were most carefully guarded. We
also find a mass of quotations in the early Christian writers, which
prove their text to have been identical with our own., The Old
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Testament has always been most jealously guarded by the Jews, who
in their reverence for it counted the very letters. There is, moreover
no doubt that God watched over the integrity of Holy Scripture’
and would no more have allowed the early centuries alone to proﬁt’:
by it, than He would have created the sun for the first generations of
men only.

The reading of Holy Seripture is permitted to Catholics, and
is very profitable to them; but the text used by them must have
been authorized by the Pope, and must be provided with ex-
planatory notes.

In Holy Seripture we learn to know God aright; we see His omnip-
otence (in creation and all the wonders narrated in the Bible), His
wisdom (in guidance of individuals and of the whole human race),
His goodness (in the Incarnation and the sufferings of Our Lord). We
have in the saints, and above all in Jesus Christ, glorious examples
of virtue to incite us to the like. “ The Bible,” says St. Ephrem,
“is like a trumpet that inspires courage into soldiers. It is like a
lighthouse, which guides us to a safe haven, as we sail over the
perilous sea of life.” It also warns us against sin, shows its awful con-
sequences, as in the story of the Fall, of the Flood, of the cities of the
plain, of Saul, Absalom, Judas, Herod, etc. It contains all that is
profitable to man, and a great deal more than can be found elsewhere.
It is like an overflowing well that can never be exhausted. There
is always something new to be found in it. But he who desires to
understand and profit by it, must have something of the spirit with
which the minds of its writers were full; else he will never penetrate
beneath the surface, or arrive at its true meaning.

The reason why we are not permitted to read any version
of the Bible that we choose is (1), Because the unaltered text and
true explanation of it are only to be found in the Catholic
Church. (2), Because the greater part of it is very difficult to
understand.

It is only to the Catholic Church, i.e., to the apostles and their suc-
cessors, the bishops, that Our Lord has promised the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and that the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Hence
the IToly Secripture, out of which the Catholic Church draws her
teaching, cannot possibly be altered or corrupted. Heretics have on
the other hand sometimes changed the meaning of particular pas-
sages in their own favor, or have omitted whole portions if they did
not please them. Thus Luther rejected the epistle of St. James, be-
cause the apostle says that faith without works is dead. The diffi-
culty of understanding Holy Scripture is a further reason for the
Church’s restrictions. 1low few there are who can honestly say that
they thoroughly understand the epistles that are read at Mass—and
these are chosen for their simple and practical character. St. Peter
himself says (2 Pet. iii. 16) that in the epistles of St. Paul there are
some things hard to be understood, and that the unstable would
pervert these to their own destruction. St. Avuvgustine says:
# There are more things in the Bible which I cannot understand
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than those I can understand.” The prophetical books are specially
obscure. Hence the necessity of an authentic exposition of the Bible.
Heretics often give half a dozen different meanings to the same pas-
sage. The Catholic Church is the authority that God has appointed
to explain Holy Scripture; for to her the Holy Spirit has been given.
The child brings the nut that has been given it to its mother to be
cracked; so the Catholic comes to the Church for the explanation of
the Bible. This is why only Bibles with explanatory notes are
allowed to Catholics.

2. The truths of divine revelation, which have not been
written down in the pages of Holy Scripture, but have been
transmitted by word of mouth, are called Tradition.

The apostles received from Our Lord the command to preach, not
to write. Their writings are concerned more with the doings than
with the teaching of Christ, hence their instructions on points of
doctrine are very incomplete. They themselves say that there is
much that they have delivered to the faithful by word of mouth (2
John 12; 1 Cor. xi. 2; John xxi. 25). Accordingly we are referred to
Tradition. It is by Tradition that we know that Our Lord instituted
seven sacraments. It is by Tradition that we are taught that there
is a purgatory, that Sunday is to be kept holy, and that infants are
to be baptized. It is Tradition which teaches us what books belong to
Holy Scripture, ete. Tradition comes down to us from the time of
the apostles. Just as those who follow up the course of a stream
gradually draw near to the fountain-head, and thus discover how far
the water flows, so we can search out the historical sources of the
teaching of the earlier centuries of the Church, and arrive at her
true doctrine. KEvery doctrine that has always been believed in by
the universal Church, comes down to us from the apostles. If there-
fore there is any doctrine of the Church that we do not find in Holy
Seripture, we shall find it in the stream of Tradition, and shall be
able to trace it up to the first ages of Christianity.

The chief sources of Tradition are the writings of the
Fathers, the decrees of Councils, and the Creeds and prayers of
the Church.

The Fathers of the Church were those who were distinguished in
the early ages of the Church by their great learning and holiness.
Such are St. Justin, the philosopher and zealous defender of the
Christian religion (A.n. 166), St. Irenzus, Bishop of Lyons (a.p.
202), St. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, ete. Many of these were dis-
ciples of the apostles, and are termed apostolic Fathers, as St. Igna-
tius, Bishop of Antioch (aA.p. 107). The Doctors of the Church were
those who in later times were distinguished for their learned writings
and their sanctitv. There are four great Greek Doctors, Saints Atha-
nasius, Basil, Gregory, and John Chrysostom; and four Latin, Saints
Ambrose, Augustine, Jerome, and Pope Gregory, called Gregory the
Great. In the Middle Ages there were four other great Doctors of the
Church, St. Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, St. Bernard, Abbot
of Clairvaux. St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. Bonaventure. Among
the most distinguished Doctors of later times were St. Francis of
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Sales, Bishop of Geneva, and St. Alphonsus Liguori. We shall speak
hereafter of the decrees of Councils and of Creeds as the sources of
Tradition. The prayers of the Church are to be found primarily in
the Missal, but also in other books used in the administration of
the sacraments and other rites of the Church. Thus we find in the
Missal prayers for the dead, whence it follows that the Church
teaches their efficacy.

V. THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.

1. Christian faith is the firm conviction, arrived at with the
grace of God, that all that Jesus Christ taught on earth is true,
as well as all that the Catholic Church teaches by the commission
she has received from Him.

At the Last Supper Our Lord said “ This is My body,” “ This is
My blood.” Although the apostles had the evidence of their senses
that what lay before them was only bread and wine, yet they believed
that the words of Christ were true. The holiness of the life of Christ,
the numerous miracles that He worked, the predictions of His that
were fulfilled, had convinced the apostles that He was the Son of
God, and that therefore every word that He spoke was true. God
promised Abraham many descendants, and then commanded him to
slay his only son. Abraham obeyed, because he knew that God’s
word must come true (Heb. xi. 19; Rom. iv. 9). This was a splendid
example of faith. St. Paul (Ieb. xi. 1) calls faith “ the evidence of
things that do not appear.”

Christian faith is at the same time a matter of the under-
standing and the will.

Before a man believes, he inquires whether what he is asked to
believe was really revealed by God. This inquiry is a duty, for God
exacts of us a reasonable service (Rom. xii. 1), and warns us that
“he who is hasty to believe is light in heart” (Ecclus. xix. 4). But
when once a man has arrived at the conviction that the truth which
is in question was really revealed by God, then the will must at once
submit to what God has laid down, even though the reason cannot
fully grasp its meaning. If the will does not submit, faith is impos-
sible. No man can believe unless he wills to believe.

2. Faith is concerned with many things which we cannot per-
ceive with our senses and cannot grasp with our understanding.

Faith is a conviction respecting that which we see not (Heb. xi.
1). We believe in God, though we do not see Him; we believe in
angels though we have never seen them. We believe in the resurrec-
tion of our bodies, though we do not understand how it can be. So,
too, we believe in the mysteries of the Blessed Trinity, of the Incar-
nation, and of the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. This is why faith
is so pleasing to God. ¢ Blessed are they,” says Our Lord to St.
Thomas, “ who have not seen but have believed ” (John xx. 29).

Faith never requires us to believe anything that is contra-
dictory to human reason.
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The mysteries of faith are above and beyond our reason, but are
never opposed to reason. For God has given us our reason,
and it is the same God Who has given us the teaching of Christ and
of the Church. He who rejects any doetrine of the Church ultimately
finds himself involved in a contradiction. Hence Bacon truly says:
“ A little philosophy takes a man away from religion, but a sound
knowledge of philosophy brings him back to religion.”

3. We act quite in accordance with reason when we believe,
because we trust ourselves to God’s truthfulness, and because we
know for certain that the truths of faith are revealed to us by
God.

A short-sighted man believes a man with longer sight when he
tells him that a balloon is floating in the heavens. A blind man be-
lieves one with sound sight when he tells him that the map before
him is a map of Europe. We believe in the existence of the cities
of Constantinople, Pekin, and Buenos Ayres, though we may never
have seen them. In so doing we act reasonably. But how far more
reasonably do we act when we believe God ! Man may be mistaken,
or may be deceiving us, whereas God cannot err and cannot deceive us.
It is the truthfulness of God on which we rely when we make an act
of faith. We must, however, previously be certain that the doctrine
or fact which we are asked to believe is one that has really been re-
vealed by God. God bears witness to Himself as the Author of the
truths of faith by many actions that Ie alone can perform, such as
miracles and prophecies. The man of good will can always find a
sufficient reason for believing, a man of bad will an exeuse for not
believing.

We believe the words of Christ, because He is the Son of
God, and can neither deceive nor be deceived. Moreover He has
established the truth of what He taught by the miracles that He
worked.

It would be a blasphemy to suppose that Our Lord, Who is truth
itself, could ever have, in one single instance, deceived us.. Hence
faith gives us a greater certainty than the evidence of our senses.
Our senses can deceive us—God cannot deceive us. Christ Himself
appeals to the miracles He wrought, when He says, “ If any one will
not believe Me, let him believe the works” (John x. 38).

‘We believe the teaching of the Church because Christ guides
the Church to all truth through the Holy Spirit, and guards it
against all error, and also because God, even up to the present
dav, has confirmed the truth of the teaching of the Catholic
Church by miracles.

Our Lord before His ascension said to His apostles: “ Behold T
am with you all days even to the end of the world ” (Matt. xxviii. 20).
And at the Last Supper: “T will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Paraclete, that He may remain with you forever, the Spirit
of truth” (John xiv. 16). The Holy Spirit is therefore still in the
midst of the Church, just as He was on the Day of Pentecost. God



The Christian Faith. 91

moreover still works miracles in the Catholic Church. Witness, e.g.,
the countless miracles of Lourdes, and those that take place at the
well of St. Winifred in Wales; and also those that must precede every
beatification. Witness again the numerous bodies of the saints that
have remained incorrupt for long years after their death, as those of
St. Francis Xavier, St. Teresa, St. Elizabeth of Portugal, St. John
of the Cross, and many others. Witness again the head of the Ven-
erable Oliver Plunkett in the Dominican Convent at Drogheda,
which not only remains incorrupt, but emits a most delicious fra-
grance. Most of these bodies were buried in the earth for years, and
were found incorrupt when their graves were opened. Witness again
the miracle which takes place at Naples every year, when the blood
of St. Januarius becomes liquid on being brought near the silver
case in which the head of the saint is kept, and again solidifies as
soon as it is removed. F¥aith gives us a more certain knowledge than
that which we gain through our senses, or that which we arrive at
by our reasoning powers. Our senses can mislead us, God cannot;
e.g., a stick, part of which is in the water, looks bent; a sound that
strikes against a flat building seems to come from the opposite quar-
ter to that whence it really proceeds. Our intellect, too, can deceive
us, weakened as it is by original sin. As we see better with a tele-
scope than with the naked eye when the object is far away, so faith
sees further and better than reason. We must not confuse faith with
opinion. Faith is certain and sure, opinion is not.

4, The Christian faith comprises all the doctrines of the
Catholic faith.

He who wilfully disbelieves a single doctrine of the Catholic
Church has no true faith, for he who receives some of the words
of Christ and rejects others, does not really believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son 3f God and that He guides the Catholic
Church.

A faith which does not comprise all the doctrines of the Catholic
Church is no faith at all. Tt is like a house without a foundation. A
man who believes all other Catholic doctrines, but rejects the infalli-
bility of the Pope, has no true faith. What insolence it is on -the
part of men to treat God like a dishonest dealer. some of whose goods
they accept, and others reject | What utter folly to think that we
know better than God ! As a bell in which there is one little crack
is worthless, as one false note destroys a harmony, as a grain of sand
in the eye prevents one from seeing, so the rejection of a single
dogma makes faith impossible. Ile who wilfully rejects a single
dogma sins against the whole body of doctrine of the Catholic
Church. Hence no heretic, if he is so through his own fault, can
make an act of faith, even in the existence of God or the divinity of
Jesus Christ.

Although it is necessary to faith that all the teaching of the
Catholic Church should be believed, yet it is not necessary to be
acquainted with every one of her doctrines. But a Catholic
must at the very least know that there is a God, and that God
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directs the life of men, rewards the good, and punishes the
wicked; he must also know that there are three persons in God,
and that the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity has become
man, and has redeemed us on the cross.

St. Paul tells us that “ He that cometh to God must believe that
ITe is, and that He is the rewarder of them that seek ITim ” (Heb. xi.
6). This was the minimum required before the coming of Christ,
and is now required of those who have never come within reach of the
Gospel. In a country where the Gospel is preached the case is quite
different, and no one can be admitted to the Sacraments of Baptism
or Penance until he has been instructed in the above-mentioned
truths.

He who has an opportunity of being instructed must also
learn and understand the Apostles’ Creed, the commandments
of God and of the Church, and also he must have some knowl-
edge of the doctrines of grace, of the sacraments, and of prayer,
as set forth in some ('atechism authorized by the bishops of the
country where he lives.

5. Faith is a gift of God, since the power to believe can only be
attained through the grace of God.

St. Paul tells us “ By grace you are saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves. It is the gift of God” (Eph. ii. 8). And Our
Lord says, “ No man can come to Me, unless it be given to him by My
Father ” (John vi. 66). God gives us the gift of faith in Baptism;
hence Baptism is called “ the sacrament of faith.” TUntil the newly
baptized child comes to the use f reason, he cannot use this power
of believing, or make an act of faith. He is like a child who is asleep,
who has the faculty of sight, but cannot use it until he opens his
eyes. Then he-can sce the objects around him under the influence of
the light. So the child who attains to reason is able to believe the
truths of religion under the influence of the grace of God.

God bestows the knowledge of the truth and the gift of faith
chiefly on those who (1), strive after it with earnestness and per-
severance; (2), live a God-fearing life; (3), pray that they may
find the truth.

An earnest desire after truth is a sure means of attaining to it,
for Our Lord has said that “ Those who hunger and thirst after
justice shall have their fill” (Matt. v. 6). And again God says
through the mouth of the prophet, “ You shall find Me when you seek
Me with your whole heart” (Jer. xxix. 13). The Roman philos-
opher Justinus was an instance of the fulfilment of this promise,
for God rewarded his earnest desire for truth by causing him to fall
in with an old man on the banks of the Tiber, who instructed him in
the truths of the Christian faith. A life in accordance with the law
of God will also obtain the grace of faith. “If any one shall do the
will of God, he shall know of the doctrine” (John vii. 17). To such a
one God will give an interior light, or will send some one to instruet
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him, as He did to Cornelius (Acts x. 30 seq.). So Cardinal Newman
prayed for long years for the “kindly light” which at last brought
him to the door of the Catholic Church and the same was the case
with countless other converts from Protestantism. Sometimes God
in His mercy gives the gift of faith even to the enemies of the
Church, as He did to St. Paul, but it is for the most part to those who
are in good faith in their errors.

When God bestows upon a man the gift of faith, e either
employs one of the ordinary means of grace, such as preaching,
or in some cases an extraordinary means, such as a miracle.

The ordinary means are preaching, reading, and personal instruc-
tion. St. Augustine was converted by the preaching of St. Ambrose
in the Cathedral of Milan, St. Ignatius of Loyola by reading the lives
of the saints, the Ethiopian eunuch by his conversation with St.
Philip. Extraordinary means are those of which we find many at the
beginning of the Christian era; such as the star that the Magi fol-
lowed, the light that shone upon St. Paul on his journey to Damascus
and the voice that he heard from heaven; the great cross that the
Emperor Constantine saw in the sky, with the words “In hoc signo
vinces;” the vision of Our Lady that Ratisbonne saw in the Church
of St. Andrea in Rome in the year 1842. So the heathen boy The-
ophilus was converted by the roses that fell at his fect in the month
of January, after the martyrdom of his playmate Dorothea (a.n. 308).

Many men fail to attain to the Christian faith through
pride, self-will, and an unwillingness to give up the indulgence
of their passions.

Tt is the lack of good will that debars many from the faith. Our
TLord is the true light that enlighteneth every man that comes into
the world (John i. 9). It is the will of God that all men should come
to the truth. Men too often shut their eyes to the light, because
they are unwilling to change their evil life; “ they love darkness rather
than light, because their deeds are evil” (John iii. 19). Pride is
also a fatal hindrance to faith. God loves to make use of simple
means to bring men to the knowledge of the truth, and this the
proud resent, just as Naaman resented Eliseus’ advice to go and
wash in the Jordan. So Christ was rejected and despised by the
Jews, and especially by the Scribes and Pharisees, because He was
born of poor parents and lived in a town that was held in contempt:
“ (Jan any good thing come out of Nazareth?” (John i. 46.) So the
upper class at Rome were unwilling to receive the truth from a
nation that was despised by them, and from men who were in general
very deficient in culture or position. So, too, in the present day
God allows His Church to be oppressed and persecuted and looked
down upon. Hence there is no miracle at which the proud do not
scoff. God hides the secrets of His providence from the proud, and
more than this, He positively resists them (1 Pet. v. 5).

6. Faith is necessary to eternal salvation.

Faith is like the root of the tree, without.which it cannot exist;
it is the first step on the road to heaven; it is the key which opens
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the treasure-house of all the virtues. How happy is the wanderer
when he lights on the road which will carry him to his journey’s end;
how far happier is he who has been wandering in the search after
truth when he attains to a belief in the Catholic Church; he has
found the road to eternal life. The saints always set the greatest
store on the possession of the faith. “I thank God unceasingly,” said
the good King Alphonsus of Castile, “not that I am a king,
but that I am a Catholic.” Without faith there is no salvation.
Our Lord says “He that believeth not shall be condemned” (Mark
xvi. 16). St. Paul says that “ Without faith it is impossible to
please God” (Heb. xi. 6). Faith is like a boat; as without a boat
you cannot cross the sea, so without faith you cannot arrive at the
port of eternal salvation. 1t is like the pillar of the cloud which led
the Israelites across the desert, or like the star that guided the Wise
Men to Christ. Without faith we can do no good works pleasing to
God, or which will merit for us a reward in heaven. Acts of kind-
ness, ete., done from a natural motive earn a reward in this life, but
not in the next. They are like a building which has no founda-
tion. Just as from the root placed in the ground arises the beau-
tiful plant, with its leaves and flowers, so from the root of faith arises
good works. Faith in God gives rise to a love of Him, and confidence
in Him, and this enables us to labor and suffer for I{im. Faith in
our eternal reward encourages us in our toilsome journey through
life. It gave Job his patience, Tobias his generosity to the poor, and
the martyrs their constancy. Faith provides us with the means of
resisting temptation; it is the lighthouse which enables the mariner
to avoid the hidden rocks and quicksands. It is the shield that
enables us to extinguish all the fiery darts of the wicked one (Eph.
vi. 16). On the amount of our faith depends the amount that we
possess of the other virtues, and the amount of grace that we receive
from God.

7. Faith alone is not sufficient for salvation.

Tt must be a living faith; that is, we must add to it good
works and must be ready to confess it openly.

A living faith is one which produces works pleasing to God.
Our Lord says “ Not every one who saith to Me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of My
Father Who is in heaven” (Matt. vii. 21). He who has done no works
of mercy will be condemned at the judgment (Matt. xxv. 41). Such a
one is like the devils, who believe and disobey (Jas. ii. 19). “ As the
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also ”
(Jas. 1i. 26). Faith without works is like a tree without fruit, or like
a lamp without oil. The foolish virgins had faith, but no works.
Good works, such as are mecessary for salvation, ean only be per-
formed by one who is in possession of sanctifying grace, and loves
God in his heart. Hence St. Paul says, “ If T should have all faith,
so that T could remove mountains and have not charity, I am noth-
ing” (1 Cor. xiii. 2). We must also be ready to confess our faith.
“With the heart we believe unto justice; and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation” (Rom. x. 10). Man consists of
body and soul, and therefore must honor God, not only inwardly, but
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also outwardly. Christ promises the kingdom of heaven only to those
who confess Him before men (Matt. x. 32).

VI. THE MOTIVES OF FAITH.

1. The external motives which move us to believe are chiefly
miracles and prophecy.

It is through these that we attain to a certain knowledge that
this or that truth of faith is really from God.

The veracity of God is of course the ultimate motive of faith, for
we make an act of faith in the truths revealed by God, because we
know that God is true and cannot deceive or be deceived. But no
reasonable man can make an act of faith in any truth, until he is
quite sure that it is one of the truths revealed by God. For this
reason the external evidences through which God establishes the
fact that He has really spoken are for men a most important and
necessary motive of faith. 1t was in great measure because the
apostles had seen the countless miracles worked by Christ, and had
seen the prophecies of the Jewish prophets fulfilled in Him, that
they believed Ilim without doubting when He said, “ This is My
body, this is My blood.” The miracle of the gift of tongues at Pen-
tecost moved three thousand men to believe in Christianity; that of
the healing of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple
moved two thousand more: the wonders wroyght by the apostles in-
duced the heathen to accept the Christian faith. How many were
led to believe or confirmed in the faith by the fulfilment, in the
year A.D. 70, of Our Lord’s prophecy respecting the destruction of
Jerusalem, and again by the failure of the attempts to rebuild the
Temple in a.n. 361! Besides miracles and prophecy there are also
other motives of faith, such as the constancy of the martyrs, the won-
derful spread of Christianity, and its still more wonderful per-
manency in the face of all the persecution and opposition that the
Church has had to endure, the four attributes of the Church, ete.

The greater number of miracles were performed in the early
days of the Church, because they were the means God employed
for the spread of Christianity.

God is like a gardener who waters his plants while they are still
tender and small.

2. Miracles are such extraordinary works as cannot be per-
formed by the mere powers of nature, but are brought about by the
intervention of a higher power.

An extraordinary work is one that fills us with astonishment, be-
cause we have never seen or heard of anything like it and are unable
to find any natural explanation of it: e.g., the telegraph and the
phonograph were extraordinary wonders at the time of their first
invention. But their unwonted character is not sufficient to consti-
tute these things as miracles; a miracle must also surpass all the
forces of nature. Thus the raising of the dead to life is not only an
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extraordinary fact, but it is one that no amount of skill or knowledge
will enable a man to perform. Miracles are thus exceptions to the or-
dinary course of nature; they appear to transgress the laws of nature,
but they do not really do so. The laws of nature still hold good, but
they are suspended in their action by an intervening power.

There are true and false miraecles.

The former are worked by the power of almighty God, the latter
appear to surpass the powers of nature, but are realiy the effect of
the employment of the powers of nature by evil spirits, who by reason
of their greater knowledge and power are able to produce results
that deceive and mislead us. Miracles are divided into miracles of
the first class and miracles of the second class. The former are those
which altogether surpass all the powers of nature, as the raising of
the dead to life. Miracles of the second class are extraordinary ac-
tions which might have been performed by the powers of nature, but
not in the same way or in the same space of time, as the healing
of a sick man by a word, or the sudden acquisition of the knowl-
edge of a foreign language.

3. Miracles are wrought by almighty God only for His own
glory, and especially for the confirmation of true doctrine.

Sometimes it is to show that a man is a true messenger sent
by God; sometimes to bear witness to the holiness of one who is
dead, or to his virtue or justice. God never works a miracle
in confirmation of fafse doctrine.

All important documents must bear the stamp or signature of the
person sending them out, as a mark of their being genuine. God also
has His stamp, by which He certifies that some doctrine is from Him,
or that some messenger is sent by Him. This stamp consists in mir-
acles. It is one that cannot be counterfeited. Our Lord Himself ap-
peals to His miracles as a proof of His divine mission (Matt. xi. 4,
5; John x. 37). Elias did the same (3 Kings xviii.). Miracles still
continue to be worked in the Catholic Church in proof of the truth
of her teaching. God also works miracles in proof of the holiness of
the dead, often at their graves, as at that of Eliseus (4 Kings xiii.
21), or for those who invoke them. Two miracles must be attested as
having been worked by the intercession of a servant of God, before he
is beatified, and others before he is canonized. Under the Jewish
covenant the saints worked miracles chiefly during their life; under
the Christian covenant they work the greater number after their
death. God also works miracles to manifest His goodness and His
justice, as when the water flowed in the desert to supply the thirsting
Israelites, and when Ananias and Saphira were struck dead. God
never works miracles in proof of false doctrine, though He sometimes
permits wicked men to be deceived by the false miracles worked by
the devil. Thus the devil sometimes heals the sick rapidly or sud-
denly through his superior knowledge of the powers of nature.

4. In working miracles God usually makes use of the interven-
tion of man, sometimes even of wicked men.
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Those whom God has created can only work miracles when God
gives them the power. The saints always worked miracles in the
name of God, or of Our Lord. Our Lord aloune could work miracles
in His own name. Bad men are sometimes employed by God as the
instruments of the miracles by which He establishes the truth (Matt.
vil. 22, 23). We must not be too ready to have recourse to the
hypothesis of a miracle, if the fact supposed to be miraculous can
be accounted for in any other way.

5. Prophesies are clear and definite predictions of future
events that can be known to God alone.

Prophecy also includes a prediction of future events, which de-
pend on the free will of man, for such events can only be foreseen
by God Himself. The most thorough knowledge of material causes
avails nothing. They are often just the opposite of what our pre-
vious knowledge would have led us to expect, e.g., the denial of Our
Lord by St. Peter (Cf. Mark xiv. 31), which Our Lord predicted.
Prophecies may be ecalled miracles of the ommiscience of God,
as distinguished from the miracles of His omnipotence, for prophecy
requires an acquaintance with the heart of man such as God alone
possesses (Is. xli. 23). The oracles of the heathen correspond
to the false miracles of which we have already spoken. They
were mostly obscure and sometimes ambiguous, as when the oracle at
Delphi told Creesus that if he crossed the river Halys with his army
he would destroy a mighty kingdom, but did not say whether that
kingdom was to be his own or that of his enemies. Many predictions
were given by the oracles and the heathen soothsayers which were
not true prophecies, but were guesses made from a knowledge of
the laws of nature and from the laws that regulate the general
course of human development. The evil spirits, through their
superior knowledge, were often able to foretell events that men could
not foresee, such as the approach of a storm or pestilence, or the
death of some individual.

6. God for the most part intrusts the prophesying of future
events to His messengers, for the confirmation of the true faith
or for the benefit of men.

Thus God intrusted the prophets of the Jewish covenant with
the prophecy of a Redeemer to comé, in order to confirm the belief in
Him, to convince those to whom He came that He was the true
Messias and those who have lived since His coming of the truth of
the Christian religion. Ile sent Noe to prophesy the Flood, in order
to lead men to do penance. Sometimes He revealed the future to
wicked men, as when to Baltassar Ie foretold his coming destruc-
tion by the handwriting on the wall. Sometimes He employed wicked
men as the instruments through which ITe foretold the future, as
e.z., Balaam (Numb. xxiv. 1 seq.). and Caiphas, as being the high
priest of the year (John xi. 49). But in general Ie only en}ployed
as instruments of prophecy Iis own faithful servants, revealing the
future event cither through a vision, or by an angel, or through some
interior illumination. Thus the archangel Gabriel was sent to 1n-
struct Daniel during the Babylonian captivity respecting the time of
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the coming of the Messias. The prophecies of the Apocalypse were
mostly put before St. John in the form of a vision. Such communi-
cations were given to the prophets only from time to time. None of
them had a permanent knowledge of future events. Thus Samuel
did not know who was to be the future king of Israel till David was
actually presented to him (1 Kings xvi. 6-12).

The gift of prophecy is therefore, generally speaking, a
proof that he who possesses it is a messenger from God.

The fulfilment of the prophecy is, of course, necessary before we
recognize it as a proof that he who utters it is a messenger from God.
It must not contradict any revealed doctrine, or be inconsistent with
the holiness of God. It must be edifying and profitable to men (1
Cor. xiv. 8). It must be uttered with prudence and calmness, for it
is a mark of false prophets to show no control of self.

VII. ON THE ABSENCE AND LOSS OF FAITH.

Faith is the road to heaven. Unhappily there are very many who
are wanderers and strangers to the Christian faith.

1. Those who do not possess Christian faith are either: (1)
heretics or (2) infidels.

1. Heretics are those who reject some one or more of the
truths revealed by God.

Heretics are those who hold to some of the doctrines revealed by
God, and reject others. Those who induce others to a false belief are
called leaders of heresy, or arch-heretics. It is always pride that leads
them away from the truth. Among these arch-heretics was Arius, a
priest of Alexandria, who denied the divinity of Christ, and was
condemned at the Council of Niceea in A.p. 325; Macedonius, who de-
nied the divinity of the Holy Ghost, and was condemned in the
Council of Constantinople A.D. 381; Martin Luther, who assailed the
divine institution of the Papacy and the right of the Church to teach;
Henry VIII., King of England, who threw off the authority of the Pope
and proclaimed himself the Head of the Church in England, because
the Pope refused to declare invalid his valid marriage with Queen
Catherine; Ddllinger, who was a professor in the University of Mu-
nich, and was celebrated for his literary labors, but on the definition of
the infallibility of the Pope refused to accept the dogma, and was
excommunicated. He died in 1890 without being reconciled or giving
any sign of repentance. Dollinger was the chief mover in the estab-
lishment of the sect of “ Old Catholics.” Most of the founders of
heresy were either bishops or priests. They are like the coiners of
false money who put into circulation worthless metal in the place of
the pure gold of truth. Or like dishonest traders, who mix the pure
wine of the Gospel with some injurious compound. They ~re murder-
ers of souls, for they take men away from the road that leads to
eternal life, and tempt them into that which leads to eternal death.
It is of them that Our J.ord says “ Woe to them by whom scandals
come,” and again, “ Beware of false prophets, who come to you in the



On the Absence and Loss of Faith. 99

clothing of sheep, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matt.
vii. 5). Their object is not to spread the faith in its purity, but to
satisfy their own evil inclinations, their pride, their sensual desires,
or their love of money. Their religious teaching is only a cloak for
these. They look out for the weak side of human nature, as Satan
does. Thus Luther tempted princes with the spoil of churches and
monasteries, and priests with the bait of marriage. To the class of
heretics belong also those schismaties who accept, or profess to accept,
all Catholic doctrine, but will not acknowledge the supremacy of the
Holy See. Thus the Greek Church is a schismatical Church, though
its denial of Papal infallibility constitutes it, since the Vatican Coun-
cil, heretical also. Heresy is one of the greatest of all sins, when it is
not the result of invineible ignorance. St. Paul writes to the Gala-
tians that if an angel from heaven preached to them any Gospel
different from that they had received, he was to be anathema or ac-
cursed (Gal. i. 8). St. Jerome says that there is no one so far re-
moved from God as a wilful heretic.

At the same time, he who lives in heresy through ignorance
for which he is not himself to blame, is not a heretic in the sight

of God.

Thus those who are brought up in Protestantism, and have no
opportunity of obtaining a sufficient instruction in the Catholic
religion, are 1ot heretics in the sight of God, for in them there is no
obstinate denial or doubt of the truth. They are no more heretics
than the man who takes the property of another unwittingly is a
thief.

2. Rationalists or unbelievers are those who will not be-
lieve anything uunless they ecan either perccive it with their
senses, or comprehend it with their understanding.

Thus St. Thomas was an unbeliever when he refused to believe in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, unless he should put his finger into
the sacred wounds of Our Lord’s hands and feet, and put his hand
into His side (John xx. 24). There are many in the present day like
St. Thomas; they will believe nothing except what they can see with
their eyes, or grasp with their reason; all else, e.g., all the mysteries
of the faith, they reject. “ Unbelief,” says St. John Chrysostom, “1is
like a sandy soil, that produces no fruit however much rain falls upon
it.” The unbeliever does God the same injustice that a subject would
do to his king, if he refused to acknowledge his authority in spite of
the clearest proofs of it.

Unbelief springs for the most part from a bad life.

The sun is clearly reflected in pure and clear water, but not in
dirty water. So it is with men; a man of blameless life easily finds
his way to the truth, but the sensual man does not perceive the things
that are of the Spirit of God (1 Cor. ii. 14). A mirror that is dim
reflects badly, or not at all. So the soul, which is a mirror on which
the light falls from God, cannot receive the truths of faith if it is
dimmed by vice.
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2. Faith is for the most part lost either: (1), By indifference
to the doctrines of faith; (2), By wilful doubt respecting the
truths of faith; (3), By reading books or other literature that is
hostile to the faith; (4), By frequenting the assemblies of those
who are hostile to the faith; (8), By neglecting the practice of
one’s religion.

He who through culpable indifference does not trouble himself
about the doctrines of faith, gradually loses the gift of faith. He
ie like the plant that is not watered, or the lamp that is not filled
with oil. Such men know that they are very ignorant of their relig-
ion, and yet they take no pains to get instructed; they are en-
grossed with this world; they never pray or hear a sermon, and if
they are parents, they take no pains to get their children properly
instructed. Perhaps they fancy themselves men of enlightenment,
and look with pitying contempt on those who are conscientious and
carnest in the practice of their religion. The body must be nour-
ished, else it will perish from hunger; the soul must be nourished,
clse it, too, will perish. Its nourishment is the teaching of Christ. He
Himself says, in His conversation with the woman of Samaria, that
the water that He would give her, i.e., His divine doctrine, should be
to her a well of water, springing up unto life everlasting (Johniv. 14).
And in the synagogue of Capharnaum “I1 am the Bread of life; he
that cometh to Me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall
never thirst” (John vi. 35). This is why. the careful instruction
of children and of converts is so all-important. When converts fall
away, the cause very often is that they have not been well instructed
before their reception into the Church. The Catholic must not
suppose that he is freed from the study of the doctrines of faith, be-
cause he has been duly instructed in his youth. The plant must be
watered even when 1t 1s grown up; the soul of the adult needs to
renew its acquaintance with the truths of faith by hearing sermons,
reading pious books, ete., else it will soon lose the vigor of its faith.
He who allows himself wilfully to doubt of any of the doctrines
of the Church, commits a serious sin against faith, and is sure, little
by little, to lose his faith altogether. That house is sure to fall of
which the foundations are loosened. He who doubts any revealed
truth seriously offends God. Sara doubted God’s promise that she
should bear a son in her old age and was reproved by God for her in-
credulity (Gen. xviii. 10 seq.). Zacharias doubted the announce-
ment of the angel that John Baptist should be born to him, and as
a punishment lost for a time the power of speech (Luke i. 18 seq.).
Yet doubts that come into our mind involve no sin, if we do not
wilfully consent to them. If doubts come into our mind we should
not argue with them, but should make an act of faith and pray for
more faith.. Those however, who are outside the Church, and have
not the faith, are bound, if they doubt, to search and inquire, until
they have found the truth; with them doubt is no sin, so long as their
search after truth is made in a spirit of humility, and with a sincere
desire to arrive at truth. Faith is also destroyed by the reading of
books hostile to the faith. In this way John Huss, who dis-
seminated false doctrine over Bohemia, is said to have been cor-
rupted by the works of the English heretic, Wyelif. It was the
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writings of Luther that chiefly contributed to the apostasy of
Calvin and Zwingli. Julian the Apostate (4.p. 363) is said to have
lost his faith by reading the writings of the heretic Libanius
during his expedition to Nicomedia. In the present day the
books against the faith are countless. Among the most mis-
chievous are the works of Rousseau, Voltaire, Zola, Renan, Gib-
bon, Ingersoll, Huxley, ete. The Church, like a good mother,
seeing how books dangerous to faith were on the increase, estab-
lished in 1571 the Congregation of the Index, through which the
Apostolic See forbids to Catholies a number of books, which are
judged to be a source of danger to faith or morals. Any one who
reads such books, prints them, or even has them in his possession
without permission from his ecclesiastical superiors incurs the pen-
alty of excommunication reserved to the Pope. The penalty, however,
is not incurred by any one who reads such a book without knowing
that it was forbidden. At one time all books had to be sanctioned
by the bishop of the diocese, but this was afterwards limited to
books touching on religion. By these means the Church sought
to preserve the purity of Christian doctrine. Many, too, have lost
their faith by habitually reading newspapers hostile to the faith.
As the body cannot remain in health if it is fed with unwholesome
food, so the mind becomes diseased and corrupt if a man feeds it with
unwholesome and pernicious literature. The process may be a slow
one, but it is like the solid rock which wears away little by little as
the drops of water fall upon it. Bad reading is like unwholesome
food, which ere long induces sickness and even death. Among the
enemies of faith are the Freemasons. In Protestant countries
they seem harmless enough, and many converts who have be-
longed to the Masonic order have borne witness that they have
never encountered anything in it which was opposed either to
throne or altar, but the real object aimed at by the leaders of Free-
masonry is to destroy all authority that comes from God, and all re-
vealed religion. Their secret oath of obedience, taken as it is with-
out any reserve, is absolutely unlawful, and the symbolism of many of
its lodges is grossly blasphemous and insulting to Christianity. The
idea of Freemasonry is taken from the Masonic guilds of the Middle
Ages, the members of which employed themselves in the construction
of cathedrals and churches. It professes to have for its object the
construction of a spiritual temple to humanity and enlightenment,
but Freemasons are invariably the bitter foes of Christianity and
of the Catholic Church. Every one joining them is ipso facto
excommunicate, and the Pope alone can restore him to the member-
ship of the Church, except at the hour of death, when any priest has
power to do so.

3. All men who through their own fault die without Christian
faith are, by the just judgment of God, sentenced to eternal per-
dition.

Unhappy indeed are those who have not faith; “ they sit in dark-
ness and in the shadow of death” (Luke i. 79). Our Lord says, “ He

who believeth not shall be condemned” (Mark xvi. 16), and again
“ He who believeth not is condemned already” (John iii. 18). Of
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heretics St. Paul says that they are condemned by their own judg-
ment (Tit. iii. 11). We ought to pray often for heretics and un-
believers, that God may in His mercy bring them to the true faith.

VIII. ON THE DUTY OF CONFESSING OUR FAITH.

1. God requires of us that we should make outward profession
of our faith.

Christ says, ©“ So let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father Who is in
heaven 7 (Matt. v. 16).

We are bound in our words and actions to let men know that we
are Christians and Catholics. It is by the open profession of our faith
that we help others (as we see from the above words of Our Lord), to
know God better and to honor Him more. We also thereby lead them
to imitate our good deeds; for men are like sheep, which though lazy
in themselves and unwilling to move, will follow where one of them
leads the way. The open profession of our faith also strengthens us
in all that is good, for “ practice makes perfect.” Unhappily men are
too often cowards. TFor fear of being laughed at by those around
them, or through the dread of suffering some injury in their business,
or some disadvantage in their worldly affairs or interests, they have
not the courage openly to profess their faith, or to defend their re-
ligion when it is attacked; they laugh at indecent or profane stories,
join in immodest conversation, or in talk against the Church, priests,
and religious, eat meat on Friday in order to escape the jests of
their companions, and miss Mass on Sunday without excuse. They
forget that those who laugh them out of doing what is right only
despise them in their hearts, and would respect and honor them if
they stood firm. They forget, too, that at the Day of Judgment the
tables will be turned, and that those who now mock at them will be
full of terror and of shame, and those who have been loyal to their
religion will be the objects of the envy and admiration of their perse-
cutors, who will bitterly lament their folly and wickedness (Wisd. i.
1-5). Among the splendid instances of those who were faithful to
their religion and fearlessly made confession of their faith, were the
three young men who refused to adore the golden image set up by
Nabuchodonosor (Dan. ii.) ; the holy Tobias, who alone of all his kin-
dred refused to go to the golden calves at Dan and Bethel, and
went up every year to the Temple in Jerusalem (Tob.1i. 5, 6); Eleazar,
who preferred death to even appearing to eat swine’s flesh (2 Mach.
vi. 18 seq.); St. Ignatius the martyr, St. Agnes, St. Lucy, St. Mau-
rice and the Theban legion, and countless other Christian martyrs and
confessors. It is by way of an open profession of her faith that holy
Church has instituted processions like those of Corpus Christi, pro-
cessions of Our Lady, etc.

‘We are only bound openly to confess our faith when our
omission to do so would bring religion into contempt, or do some
injury to our neighbor, or when we are in some way challenged
to declare and make profession of our religion.
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We are not bound always and on all oceasions to confess our faith,
but only when the honor due to God, or the edification due to our
neighbor requires it. 1f officious people question us about our faith,
we are not bound to answer them; we can refuse to answer, or turn
away. But if we are questioned by some one who possesses legitimate
authority to do so, we are bound to confess our faith, even though
it should cost us our lives, as Our Lord did when questioned before
Caiphas, and as thousands of the early Christians did when called
upon to sacrifice to the idols. In such cases the words of Our Lord
apply, “ Fear not them that kill the body, and are not able to kill the
soul 7 (Matt. x. 28). To fear man more than God is to bring down
on us His anger. We also should try and avoid all wrangling discus-
sions and controversies about religion, which generally do harm
and embitter men against the truth. Our faith is so holy a thing that
it must be spoken of with great discretion and prudence.

2. Our Lord has promised eternal life to him who fearlessly
makes profession of his faith.

For ITe has said “ Every one that confesseth Me before men,
him 1 will also confess before My Father Who is in heaven ”
(Matt. x. 32).

St. Peter made a bold profession of his faith before his fellow
apostles, and Our Lord made him at once the head of the apostles,
and the foundation of His Church (Matt. xvi. 18). The three
yvoung men in Babylon confessed their belief in the true God, and
God delivered them from the fiery furnace, and caused them to be
raised to high honor. Daniel confessed his faith by disobeying the
king’s edict and continuing his prayers in the sight of all men, and
God saved him from the lions.

A great reward in heaven will be given to those who suffer
persecution or death for the sake of their religion.

“ Blessed are they,” says Our Lord, “that suffer persecution for
justice’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you untruly, for My sake. Be glad and rejoice, for
your reward is very great in heaven” (Matt. v. 11-13). Those who
suffer great persecutions for the sake of their faith are called confes-
sors; those who are put to death for their faith are called martyrs.
A martyr goes straight to heaven at his death, without passing
through purgatory. “ We should be doing injustice to a martyr,”
says Pope Imnocent III., “if we were to pray for him.” A martyr
possesses the love of God in the highest degree, since he despises life,
the greatest of all earthly goods, for God’s sake. Every martyr is a
conqueror, and is therefore depicted with a palm in his hand, since the
palm is the mark of victory. Yet no one is bound purposely to seek
after persecution or a martyr’s death. Any one who does so without
an express inspiration from almighty God, is almost sure to yield to
the persecutors. Nor is it forbidden to flee from persecution. “When
they shall persecute you in one city,” says Our Lord (Matt. x. 23),
“flee into another.” Our Lord Himself fled before persecution (John
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xi. 53-54). So did the apostles and many of the saints, e.g., St.
Cyprian and St. Athanasius. Yet the pastors of souls must not fly
when the good of the faithful requires their presence. * The hire-
ling fleeth, because he is a hireling,” says Our Lord, “ and careth not
for the sheep” (John x. 13). Yet they may fly if their presence is
not required, or if it seems likely to give rise to fresh persecutions.
The heretic who dies for his heresy is no true martyr, for St. Paul
tells us that if we give our body to be burned, and have not charity,
it profits us nothing (1 Cor. xiii. 8). John Ifuss, who was burned at
Prague in 1415, rather ‘han give up his heresy, was no martyr, nor
were Cranmer Ridley, nor Latimer, who were burned at Oxford in
the reign of Queen Mary. A man is a true martyr who receives a
grievous wound for the sake of the faith and afterwards dies from the
effects of it. So, too, are those who suffer imprisonment for life for
their faith, or who die in defence of some Christian virtue or some
law of the Church. Thus St. John Nepomucene, who was put to
death because. he would not violate the seal of confession, and St.
John the Baptist, whose death was the result of his defence of the
law of purity, were true martyrs. The whole number of the martyrs
has been estimated at sixteen millions.

The man who denies his religion through fear or shame,
or apostatizes from the faith, is under sentence of eternal dam-
nation, for Christ says, “ He that shall deny Me before men,
him I will also deny before My Father Who is in heaven” (Matt.
x. 33), and again, “ He that shall be ashamed of Me and of My
word, of him the Son of man shall be ashamed, when He cometh
in His majesty and that of His Father and the holy angels”
(Luke ix. 26).

He who denies the faith denies Christ Himself. In the times of
persecution there were many who denied their faith. Even now there
are some who, through fear of worldly loss or of being dismissed
from their employment, deny their religion. Others from the same
motives, though they do not explicitly deny that they are Catholics,
vet do so implicitly by attending and taking part in the services of a
false religion, or by being married in a Protestant church, or by a
merely civil marriage, or by taking Protestants for the godfathers or
godmothers of their children, or by allowing their children to be
brought up in a false religion. (But there is no sin in attending a
Protestant funeral or marriage out of courtesy, so long as no part is
taken in the service.) Others again, though they do not deny theirs
religion, are ashamed of it, because in many countries it is the
religion of the poor, or because Catholics are not allowed to believe
what they like. Those who deny or conceal their religion out of
human respect are only despised by non-Catholics. The Emperor
Constantius, father of Constantine the Great, once ordered all those
of his servants whom he knew were Christians to sacrifice to the
false gods. Those who obeyed he dismissed from his service, those
who refused he promoted to the places of those he sent away. He
who apostatizes from the faith is even worse than he who denies it
from worldly motives. Solomon, whom God had filled with divine
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wisdom, in his old age was persuaded by his heathen wives to apos-
tatize from the true religion and to worship their false gods. The
Emperor Julian the Apostate fell away from the Christian religion
and became a cruel persecutor. In the present day it too often hap-
pens that Catholics give up their faith through motives of worldly
interest, or because they want to marry a Protestant, or sometimes
because they quarrel with the priest. A vicious and sinful life often
prepares the way for an apostasy. No good man, from the time of
Our Lord till now, has ever fallen away from the Catholic faith.
The tree must be rotten within before it is blown down by the
wind; the wind does not scatter the grains of corn, but the empty
husks. Ie who apostatizes crucifies the Son of God afresh. He
commits a sin almost unpardonable; he ceases to belong to the
Church, and can no longer call God his Father, for as St. Cyprian
says, “ He cannot have God for his Father who has not the Church as
his Mother.” The Catholic must therefore keep far away from all
oceasions which could endanger his faith, for “ he who loses his goods
loses much; he who loses his life loses more; but he who loses his
faith loses all.”

IX. THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.

The Catholic makes confession of his faith most especially
by the sign of the holy cross.

By it he lets men know that he makes profession of belonging
to the religion of the crucified Saviour. To Jews and Turks the cross
is an object of hatred and contempt; Protestants, too, pay no honor
to the holy cross, though there are indeed some of them who, in the
present day, have learned the practice from the children of the
Church. The sign of the cross is thus the peculiar property of
Catholics all the world over. Tt is a custom so ancient that it is gen-
erally believed to have been introduced by the apostles. The sign
of the eross is made by touching with the outstretched fingers of the
right hand first the forehead, then the centre of the breast, then the
left, and finally the right shoulder, saying meanwhile the words, “ In
the name of the IFather [touch forehead], and of the Son [touch
breast], and of the Iloly Ghost [touch left and right shoulders],
Amen.” There is also another way of making the sign of the cross,
by making three crosses with the thumb of the right hand on the
forehead, lips, and breast successively, repeating the above words, so
that each of the three crosses is made simultaneously with the name
of one of the three persons of the Blessed Trinity. In making the
sign of the cross the left hand should be laid across the breast, and
the sign should be made deliberately—mnot hurriedly, as is too often
done.

1. In making the sign of the cross we make profession of the
most important of all the mysteries of our holy religion, viz., the
doctrine of the Blessed Trinity and of the Incarnation of Our Lord
Jesus Christ,

By uniting all the three persons, Father, Son, and Holy
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Ghost, under one name, we make profession of our belief in the
unity of God.

The “name” of God indicates His authority and power, and that
we act under His commission (Mark xvi. 17; Aets iii. 16, 17; iv. 10).

In making the sign of the cross, we make profession of our
belief in the Blessed Trinity by the words “ In the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”

In making the sign of the cross, by the very form of the cross
which we make upon ourselves, we make profession that the Son
of God died for us upon the cross.

Thus we see that in the sign of the cross we have a short sum-
mary of the whole Catholic faith. The Catholic Church holds the
sign of the cross in great honor. Tt is repeated over and over again
in holy Mass, in all the sacraments, in all blessings and consecra-
tions; the cross is placed on our churches, over our altars, on banners,
on sacred vestments, and over the graves of the departed. Churches
are built in the form of a cross.

2. By means of the sign of the cross we obtain a blessing from
God; and especially by it are we protected from the assaults of the
devil and from all dangcrs both to body and to soul.

The sign of the cross is no empty ceremony, but it is of itself a
blessing, and a prayer for a blessing from God. The sign of the cross
chases away the devil and his temptations; as the dog fears the whip
with which he has been beaten, so the evil one dreads the sign of the
cross, for it reminds him of the holy ecross by which he was van-
quished on Calvary. There was once a stag which bore between its
antlers a tablet on which were written in golden letters the words,
“T belong to the emperor, hurt me not.” No huntsman ventured tr
shoot this stag. So whenever we make the sign of the cross, we beas
the inscription, “ 1 belong to Jesus Christ,” and this protects us from
our enemy, the devil. In war no one ventures to injure those who
wear on their arm a band of white to indicate that they are physi-
clans, or nurses, or ministers of religion; so the devil does not dare
artack those who are signed with the holy sign of the cross. “The
sign of the cross,” says St. John Damascene, “is a seal, at the sight
of which the destroying angel passes on, and does us no harm.” The
brazen serpent fastened on a pole in the desert was an image of the
cross of Christ (Numb. xxi.; John iii. 14), and protected all who
looked upon it from being bitten by the fiery serpents; so the sign of
the cross recalls to our minds the cross of Christ, and protects us
from the snares of that old serpent, the devil. In the year 312, Con-
stantine the Great, with his whole army, saw a cross of light in the
sky, and upon it the words: “In this sign thou shalt conquer.”
These words are also true of the sign of the cross. “ Even to remember
the cross of Christ,” says St. Augustine, “puts our hellish foe to
flicht, and give us strength to resist his temptations.” Many of the
saints used to make the sign of the cross whenever any evil thoughts
assailed them. In the times of persecution the heathen gods often
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fell prostrate to the ground at the sign of the cross. On the occasion
of the finding of the holy cross by St. Helena, a woman who was
blind was restored to sight by merely touching it. The sign of the
cross often frees men from bodily evils also. Many of the holy mar-
tyrs, on making the sign of the cross, felt no more pain in their tor-
ments. St. John the Divine once had a cup with a poisoned draught
put into his hand to drink. He made the sign of the cross over it, and
then drank it without receiving any harm from it. Something similar
happened also to St. Benedict. In the Old Testament we find an allu-
sion to the sign of the cross in the letter Thau, mentioned by the
prophet Ezechiel. God sent destruction upon the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem on account of the abominations committed there; but an angel
was previously commanded to mark the sign Thau upon the foreheads
of all those who mourned and lamented on account of the sins of the
city (Ezech. ix. 4-6).

We should often make the sign of the cross, especially when
we rise in the morning and when we retire to rest, before and
after our prayers, before and after our meals, whenever we arve
tempted to sin, and when we have any important duty to per-
form.

We should make the sign of the cross in the morning in order
to obtain the blessing of God on the day; in the evening to ask for
His protection during the night; before all important undertakings,
that they may turn out well; before our prayers, in order that we may
not be distracted in saying them, etc. The early Christians made con-
tinual use of the sign of the cross. Tertullian (A.p. 240) says, “ At the
beginning and during the performance of all that we do, when we
go in and out of the house, when we dress ourselves, when we lie down
to rest, in fact in everything, we mark ourselves on the forehead with
the sign of the cross.” The sign of the cross should also be made dur-
ing holy Mass; at the beginning, at the absolution which the priest
gives at the foot of the altar, at the Gospel, at the Consecration, and
at the priest’s blessing at the end of Mass. St. Edith, the daughter
of the King of England, often made the sign of the cross with her
thumb upon her forehead; thirteen years after her death her thumb
remained quite incorrupt. Each time we make the sign of the cross
with contrite hearts, we gain an indulgence of fifty days (Pius IX,,
July 28, 1863).

‘When we make the sign of the cross, we should, if possible,

make it with holy water.

Holy water has a special power to defend us against all attacks
of the devil. When we make the sign of the cross with holy water,
we gain each time an indulgence of one hundred days (Pius IX.,
March 23, 1876). Holy water is placed at the doors of our churches,
and should be placed at the door of our rooms. We must never be
ashamed of the sign of the cross, lest Christ be ashamed of us. The
devil rejoices when he sees any one neglect to make the sign of the
cross, for he knows that the cross is his destruction and a sign of vie-
tory over his temptations. s 20N
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X. THE APOSTLES’ CREED.

Besides the Apostles’ Creed, which is repeated at Baptism, there is
also the Nicene Creed (composed at the Council of Niecgea, 325),
and enlarged at the Council of Constantinople. Also the Creed of
Pope Pius IV., which contains the teaching of the Council of Trent,
and was published by the authority of Pope Pius 1V. in 1564. Some
additions have been made to it by the Vatican Council (1870). The
Nicene Creed is repeated on certain days by the priest in holy Mass,
and the Creed of Pope Pius TV. has to be repeated by a convert
when he is received into the Church, and also by parish priests when
they enter on their benefices.

1. The Apostles’ Creed contains in brief.all that a Catholic
must know and believe.

In its few words are contained all the mysteries of the faith.
It is like the body of a child which contains the limbs of a full-
grown man, or like a seed that contains the tree with all its branches.
It is called in Latin the symbolum, or distinguishing mark, because
in early days the recital of it was the mark by which a man was
recognized as a Christian. No one was admitted to be present at holy
Mass unless he knew it by heart. It could not be divulged to any un-
baptized person. It is called the s; meolum, as being the watchword
of the Christian warfare.

The Apostles’ Creed is so called because it originated with
the apostles.

The holy apostles, before they separated from one another, estab-
lished a certain and fixed rule of their teaching, so that it might be
the same in all the different countries where they preached. Yet it
is only the outlines of the Apostles’ Creed that date from the apostles
themselves. Between their time ‘and the year 600 a number of new
clauses were added, in order to meet various heresies. Thus the
words “ Creator of heaven and earth” were added to meet the Mani-
chean doctrine that the world was created by the prineiple of evil;
the word Catholic was added to distinguish the Church from the sects
around her, ete. The influence of St. Peter in drawing up the
Creed appears from the fact that the principles which are developed
in his speeches as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, are those
which are found in the Creed. It was required before Baptism as
an evidence of fitness for the reception of that sacrament.

2. The Apostles’ Creed may be divided into.three several
parts.

The first part treats of God the Father and of creation.

The second part treats of God the Son and of our redemp-

tion.
The third part treats of God the Holy Ghost and of our
sanctification.
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3. The Apostles’ Creed may also be divided into twelve articles.

An article is a member belonging to the whole, as a limb belongs
to the whole body. The articles of the Creed are so called because
of their inseparable connection with one another. As you cannot
take away one of the links of a chain without the chain being
broken, so you cannot take away one of the articles of the Creed
without faith being destroyed. There are various images in the Old
Testament of the twelve articles of the Creed, e.g., the twelve precious
stones on the breastplate of the high priest (Exod. xxviii. 17-21),
and the twelve loaves of proposition (Lev. xxiv. 6). The articles
of the Creed which we should wear on our breast, i.e., should believe
and confess, should be like the stones in the high priest’s breastplate:
shining and spreading light around.

The number of the articles of the Creed is the same as that
of the apostles of Our Lord, and is intended to remind us that
they contain the doctrine taught by the twelve apostles.

Every Christian should know the Creed by heart. It should be
repeated every day at our prayers, by way of renewing and strength-
ening our faith, and of confirming the covenant we entered on with
God at our Baptism. It is the shield of faith, by the repetition of
which we can extinguish all the fiery darts of the most wicked one
(Eph. vi. 16).

FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CREED: “I BELIEVE IN GOD,
THHE FATHER ALMIGHTY.”

1. THE EXISTENCE OF A SUPREME BEING.

1. We can infer from the created world around us that there
exists a supreme Being.

We cannot see the souls of men, but we can infer their existence
by a process of reasoning; so it is with the existence of God.

The heavens and the carth could not have come into exist-
ence of themselves; nor could the heavenly bodies move through
space by their own power.

We infer, when we see footprints in the snow, that some one has
passed that way: so we infer from the things around us that there
exists a supreme Being. The planets could no more have come into ex-
istence of themselves than a town could be built of itself. The
astronomer Kirchner had a friend who doubted the existence of
God. Ie had a globe made and placed in his study. His friend
came to see him one day and asked where the globe came from.
Kirchner answered that it made itself. When his friend laughed at
such an answer, Kirchner replied, “Tt would be much easier for a
little globe like that to make itself than the great one on which we
live” A light cannot kindle itself, and after it is kindled it will go
out in a few hours. But the heavens are lighted by the glorious light
of the sun, which has burned for many thousands of years without
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losing any of its brightness. Look at the millions of the stars. Who
made them all, and caused them to illumine the night ¢ The
Psalmist truly says “ The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmament shows forth the work of His hands” (Ps. xviii. 2).
The great astronomer Newton used always to uncover and bow his
head when the name of God was mentioned. We may also infer the
existence of God from the creatures on the earth. Thus Job says
“ Ask now the beasts and they shall teach thee; and the birds of the
air, and they shall tell thee. Speak to the earth and it shall
answer thee; and the fishes of the sea shall tell. Who is igno-
rant that the hand of the Lord hath made all these things ?” (Job
xii. 7-9.) If any one were to find a beautiful marble statue on a
desert island, he would say without any hesitation that men had been
there. If one were to say that the wind and rain had torn it
from the mountain side, and given it its form, we should count him
as a fool. A greater fool is he who asserts that this wondrous world
had no Creator.

The wonderful arrangement and order of the world also
leads us to infer that it has been framed by an Architect of sur-
passing skill.

If a ship sails on its way and arrives safely at its destination,
we conclude that it had a clever pilot. To say that the stars of the
heaven of themselves direct their course, is as foolish as it would be to
say that a ship had started from New York, sailed round the world,
and returned safely without any one to guide it. Cicero said long
ago, “ When we contemplate the heavens, we arrive at the conviction
that they are all guided by a Being of surpassing skill.” In all that
is upon the earth we see traces of design and of a most wise Designer
—in the construction of the bodies of animals, and of the bodies of
men, in the succession of the seasons, in trees and plants. The adap-
tation of means to ends in the human eye, the ear, and the various
parts of the body, all imply an adapting intelligence, just as the adap-
tation of a watch to indicate the time, or the building of a house to
shelter us, implies an intelligent constructor. As it would be impos-
sible that the letters of the alphabet should be grouped together by
mere chance in the order of the “Iliad,” so it is impossible that the
arrangements of the universe could have come about by chance,
and without the knowledge and direction of a mighty intelligence.

All the nations of the earth have an inner convietion of the
existence of a supreme Being.

Among all nations, even the most degraded, we find invariably the
worship of some kind of deity. We find towns without walls, without
a ruler, without laws, without coin, but never without some sort of
temple, without prayer, without sacrifice. Now, universal consent is a
mark of truth. The belief in God is an inner conviction, which may
be said to be inborn, inasmuch as every one can arrive at it with the.
greatest ease.

Only the fool says in his heart: there is no God (Ps. xiii. 1).
Those who say that there is no God in spite of the glories of
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creation which they see around them, are those of whom Our Lord
says that “seeing they perceive not, and.hearing they do not under-
stand” (Mark iv. 12). Such men are called atheists or infidels.
They are invariably men who either are eaten up with pride or live
vicious lives, or both. “Ile who denies the existence of God,” says
St. Augustine, “ has some reason for wishing that God did not exist.”
Atheists, for the most part, use language which is at variance with
their real convictions. Many of them are the first to cry to God for
help when they are in some imminent danger. Their bold talk means
very little. They are like boys who whistle in the dark to show that
they are not afraid. God will take atheists at their word one day
and will show Himself no loving God for them. So He took at their
word those of the Israelites who doubted His power to give them
victory over their enemies and possession of the Promised Land.
They died before they entered it (Numb. xiv. 28-32).

2. The existence of God is also proved from revelation.

God has at sundry times and in divers manners spoken to men
(Heb. i. 1), and has given them a knowledge of Himself. To Moses
He appeared in the burning bush, and called Himself the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; to distinguish Himself from the false
gods, Ie gives to Himself the name of “ the self-existent One,” or “I
am Who am ” (Ixod. iii. 14). So in giving the law on Sinai He says,
“T am the Lord your God. Thou shalt have none other gods beside
Me?” (Deut. v. 6, 7). God also worked miracles at various times in
proof of Iis existence, e.g., by sending down fire from heaven to con-
sume the sacrifice of Elias on Carmel (3 Kings xviii. 24, seq.), by
saving Danicl from the lions at Babylon, and the three young men
from the fiery furnace.

2. THE DIVINIE ESSENCIE.

What God is in Iis divine nature or essence is known to us
partly from created things, but more clearly from His revelation
of Himself.

St. Paul tells us that, “ The invisible things of God from the crea-
tion of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that
are made ” (Rom. i. 20). Creation is a sort of mirror that reflects
the divine perfections; thus from the beauty of things created we can
infer the greater beauty of Him Who created them (Wisd. xiii. 1).
So again from the order that prevails in the visible world we can con-
clude that He Who made it is a Being of surpassing wisdom, and
from its vastness we learn the power of ITim Who upholds and sup-
ports it. Yet the knowledge thus obtained is always imperfect and
obscure. From a beautiful picture we do not learn much about the
character of the painter. In creatures we see God only as through a
glass and in a dark manner (1 Cor. xiii. 12). The heathens, before
the coming of Christ, were sunk in the grossest vices, and this dark-
ened their intellect and rendered them still less able to arrive at a
knowledge of God from His works (Wisd. ix. 16). In order to en-
lighten this ignorance God revealed Himself to men, speaking to
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them by the mouth of the patriarchs and prophets, and above all by
the mouth of His Son, Jesus Christ (Heb. i. 1, 2). It was Christ
Who gave to men the clearest manifestation of the nature of God;
all the rest spoke somewhat obscurely, for none of them had seen God
face to face.

Even since God’s revelation of Iimself, man is not capable
of a thorough or complete knowledge of the nature of God; the
reason of this is that God is infinite, and man is only finite.

Just as we cannot inclose a boundless ocean in a little vessel,
so we cannot take in the infinite majesty of God with our finite un-
derstanding. “ Behold, God is great, exceeding our knowledge ” (Job
xxxviii. 26). “The things that are of God no man knoweth, but
the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. ii. 11). We can neither express in words
nor conceive in thought what God really is. When the sage Simon-
ides was asked by Hiero, King of Syracuse, what God is, he took first
one, then two days to consider the question; then he requested four
days more; then eight; and finally said to the king that the longer
he thought about the matter, the more obscure did it become to him.
It is easier to say what God is not than what He is. He who attempts
to fathom the majesty of God becomes profane. It is told of Icarus
in the old mythology, that he fastened wings to his sides with wax,
and attempted to fly up to heaven; but when he came too near the
sun, it melted the wax and he fell into the sea and perished. So
it is with those who seck to fathom the nature of God; He ecasts
them down into the sea of doubt and unbelief. He who gazes upon
the sun becomes dazzled; so is it with those who seek to penetrate
into the nature of God. Even the angels veil their faces before God
(Ezech. 1. 23). The most perfect of them cannot comprehend His
majesty. They are like a man who looks upon the sea from some
high point; he sees the sea, but he does not see the whole of it. How
can we expect to reach heights which even the angels cannot attain
to ?

‘We can only give an imperfect and incomplete explanation
of the nature of God, viz.:

1. God is a self-existent Being, infinite in His perfections,
glory, and beatitude, the Creator and Ruler of the whole world.

When Moses asked almighty God Iis name, on the occasion of
His appearing in the burning bush, God answered, “1 am Who am ”
(Exod. iii. 14) i.e., “I exist of Myself, I derive My being from My-
self.” All other beings derive their existence from God, and there-
fore in comparison of Him are as nothing. Hence David says, “ My
substance is as nothing before Thee ” (Ps. xxxviii. 6). God also pos-
sesses the highest perfection. We see how some beings upon the earth
are more perfect than others. Some things have only existence with-
out life, as stones and metals; others have life, but without sensation,
as trees and plants; others have sensation and movement as well,
as birds and beasts; man has a spiritual life, with intellect and free
will. Above man there are countless numbers of pure spirits, each
with a special perfection of its own, and each increasing in virtue as
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it ascends towards the throne of God. But they can never arrive at
infinite perfection, since the most, perfect among them can always at-
tain to some higher excellence. Hence we must believe in a Being
of infinite perfection, from Whom all other beings derive their vir-
tues, Who possesses in Iimself, and Who is infinitely exalted beyond,
all existing or possible perfections that can be found in all other
beings than Himself. Nothing greater than God can either exist or
even be thought of. God is also infinite in glory and beauty. For if
on the earth there exist so many beautiful things, how far greater
must be the beauty and glory of God, since it is He Who gave them
all their beauty. Ie could not have given it unless He already
possessed it. Ie is like the boundless ocean, and the beauty of all
created things is like a series of drops taken from the ocean. God
is also infinite in Ilis supreme happiness or beatitude. He lives in
endless and infinite joy; no creature can interfere with the perfection
of His happiness. None can either increase or diminish it (1 Tim. vi.
15). As the sun needs no light from other bodies, because it is itself
the light, so God needs nothing from others, because He is Himself in
possession of all good. We can only give Him what we have already
received from Him. God is the Creator of the whole world, of
heaven, earth, and sea. He is also the King and Lord of all, and has
made all things outside of Himself subject to certain fixed laws. The
earth is subject to fixed laws. It goes round the sun in three hundred
and sixty-five and a quarter days, and revolves on its own axis in
twenty-four hours. All the heavenly bodies move according to fixed
laws, so that we can foretell eclipses of the sun and moon, ete.;
there’are laws which regulate all the material things on the face of
the earth. Plants, trees, and animals have their growth and develop-
ment governed by stated laws. The actions of rcasonable beings
are also governed by laws, which, however, by reason of their free
will, they are able to disobey. The penalties for transgression are
laid down by almighty God. God is the King of kings, the eternal
King (Tob. xiii. 6). The majesty of the greatest of earthly kings
is but a feeble and faint reflection of the majesty of God. Hence
we are bound to obey Him, because He is our King and He will have
all subject to Him, either willingly in this life, or against their will
to their eternal misery.

2. We cannot see God, because He is a spirit, i.e., a being with-
out body, immortal, possessed of intellect and free will.

Our Lord says: “ God is a spirit, and they that adore Him must
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